Assessment: Sample sheet.

Staff often know within a sentence or two of the assessment/essay/PP/exam opening where it will come in the marking placement. Look at the examples below (taken from previous time-test). How does one make such judgements? Note: in an exam or time-test we are not necessarily looking for quotes, or full citations. The question set is: 

Q. Is warfare instinctual or cultural?

Below are four examples of the opening paragraph of responses to the question as set above. 
Read them, then decide which are the stronger or weaker scripts?

Example 1 = 
While there are conflicting views on wether warfare is cultural or instinctual most professionals would argue it was instinctual. There are many reasons for this, one being the disappearance of other species of hominids and their ancestors for example Austra apithicines, one has to wonder why these species dies out while humans survived, was it due to better hunting skills? Surely not as these species had been around a lot longer than the earliest humans, and survived a lot longer so the suggested reason is that of warfare.

Example 2 = 
This topic has been debate for centuries. Nineteenth century views often viewed prehistoric man as savage and blood thirsty. The work of Raymond Dart in the 1950’s gave the image of cannibalistic ancestors. Dart believed the Australpithocene were cannibals based on the damage, teethmarks and scratches on the skulls. Research in the1980’s however disproved his ideas and it turns out they were predated on by leopards.

Example 3 =
Warfare is both instinctual and cultural. If we look at early man we can see the development of tools and weapons alongside their own development. Whether or not the weapons were actually used has come under some debate. Keel’s opinion is that the past has been pacified over time, warfare isn’t a plesant subject and many do not wish to think of the origins of man as been stepped in warfare but the evidence is unmistakeable. Handaxes, arrowheads, knives etc. as useful as they would have been in hunting and gathering they would have also instilled a sense of security to those who owned them and most certainly would have been used to defend themselves. Early Hominids were not at the top of their food chain and some early examples were hunted by leopards so this requirement for the tools of warfare would have stemmed from such circumstances.

Example 4 = 
Archaeologists and anthropologists have long argued whether warfare is an instinctive or cultural aspect of humanity. Working in the early part of the twentieth century Dart argued that human violence is instinctual, dating back to our earliest ancestors. He cited ancient remains with cranial trauma as evidence for early warfare and violence. However it has since been proven that this trauma in fact comes from leopard predation on these individuals. The 1986 Seville Statement contradicts Dart, by stating that warfare and violence are not part of human nature and that it is not a continuum of our past animal instincts.
