PRIFYSGOL CYMRU

%\ Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

% Trinity Saint David

Undergraduate assignment feedback form

(to be completed by marker)

Student Name: Yujie Chen

Module Code: SICH6018

Module title: Exegesis

Student number: 2006724

For completion by marker:
Comments:

Marker’s signature:

Date:

Provisional mark:

NB. All marks are provisional until confirmed by the final examination board.




Al Acknowledgement

O 1 have not used Al in my assignment

| confirm that | have not used any Al tools in the research and creation of this
assignment. | confirm that | have not presented any Al agenerated materials as my own
work. | confirm | have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources | used, which |

may be asked to provide in evidence.

M I have used Al in my assighment

| acknowledge the use of ChatGPT and DeepSeek to support my work using the prompt(s):
1. please translate it into English.

| confirm that | have not presented any Al generated text as my own work. | confirm |

have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources | used before, and after the use of

Al tools which | may be asked to provide in evidence.




Retentions
of Shaxian Dialect

Module code: SICH6018
Module tutor: Dr. Xu
Student name: Yujie Chen
Student ID: 2006724
Date: 25 Nov. 2025




Min
Zhong subgroup.




o2 2 0 Itk 34

ANEW Lok of

More than 1,600 years old



The structure of Chinese finals

01 Medial

02 Main vowel

03 Ending




O'I The Examples of

Medial



T he Nature OFf Medtals

Open Mouth (abbreviated as ‘Open’[f): Characters without a [u] medial.
Closed Mouth (abbreviated as ‘Closed’&): Characters with a [u] medial.

Broad Sound (G£3): Characters without an [1] or [J] medial.

Slender Sound (4H3): Characters with an [1] or [j] medial.




1. From Open to Closed

‘Open’ 1n Middle Chinese, ‘Closed’ in Modern Standard Mandarin.
‘Open’ 1n Shaxian.

Character Dialect Mandarin Middle Chinese
BT SO [suo] [[j0]
e t0] [thuo] [dha]
b3 o] [luo] [la]
e [tsan] [tswap] [t[jan]
& [99] [ouo] [20k]
y:3 [tshio] [tehye] [tsjak]
i [00] [eye] [yok]




Character Dialect Mandarin Middle Chinese

2. From Closed "

[mui] [man] [muan]
to Open fk [bue] [mei] [MUAI]
2 [pul] [phan] [bhuan]
‘Closed’ &= [pu] [phen] [bhuan]
in Middle Chinese A [pue] [pen] [puen]
R [pui] [pei] [puAi]
‘Open’ ES [lui] [lei] [lUAi]
in Mandarin = [lui] [lei] [ljue]
= [pue] [fa] [pjuet]
‘Closed’ i [xui] [fo] [bhjust]
in Shaxian. A [yl [fei] [pjusi]
= [kue] [ku] [kuat]
8 ) [gui] [ou] [mjust]

_____I




Ch ter Dialect | Mandarin @ Middle Chinese
3. From Broad to graviet o |

Slend = [no1] [@ien] [nan]
ender oo [oa] [@ia] [?a]
‘Broad Sound’ in Middle Chinese i k] [teian] [kon]
‘Slender Sound’ in Mandarin e=5 [xoun] [cian] [yon]
=1 kai teie kei
Middle Chinese Open Mouth i [kal [ _ ] [ker]
Grade II (1 _%%) characters = [ka] [teia] [naen]
with velar or laryngeal initials iR [no1] [zien] [yok]
acquire an [i] medial in Mandarin - [kaul] [teiau] kau]
Dialect retains the ‘Broad Sound’ Z [xau] [ciau] [xau]
= [ka] [teia] [ka]
FH [ka] [teia] [kap]
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4. From Slender Character Dialect = Mandarin | Middle Chinese

i to Broad i [tiu] [tshou] [d")u]
e Sound® in Middl 5 [tshiu] [su] [2juo]
ender Soun | n M1 ? s [tio] [tsau] [ hjzeu]
(I ‘Broad Sound” in Mandarin 4t " t o
'L Dialect retains the ‘Slender i | Illj] ltgou] [q’.Ju]
S F  [tsho]  [soy] [6ju]
, S " i [tio] [tshau] [dhjeeu]
ot 1his mostly occurs wit /1> - :
£ characters having retroflex = [S!O] lsau] [Gjieu]
§ initials in Mandarin, as £ [sio] [sU [Z]ek]
gl o olien derive Trom it [tie] [tshy [drje]
LN = 1ddle Inese rade > - h '
B (=%%) finals, which imply Ak [SI.?] [ts"an] [Zjlgr]]
a [j] medial. = [tsio] [tsen] [tejen]
i [lio] [lye] [jak]
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2 The Examples of
Main Vowel




1. Apical Vowels

Character Dialect @ Mandarin

Mandarin has three apical vowels:

& 6 [
| it 6 [
li] ZC?D n 6| [
~ 5 5 6 s
- &l [

5

5

[t] £3N)]
[o] LEd




2. Evolution of the Old Chinese Yu (£1)

Division Words

Pre-Qin era Middle Chinese Modern times

[a] > [0] > [u]
the main vowel
raised

For example: £ [tsho], 4= [tho], [E [x0], & [kbo], & [kbo].
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3. Evolution of the Ge (§X) and Ge () Rhymes

[a] > [o] > [¥]

Shaxian dialect retains the [o] pronunciation for these rhymes.

Ge Rhyme (FKEE): # [go], &7 [ko], K [ko], % [go], ik [go], 1A
[x0], 7 [x0], faf [xO]
Ge Rhyme (X#8): X [ko], £} [kPo], & [kPo], K [x0]




4. Retention of Middle
Chinese Ma (Jff), Ma (E5), Ma (#5) Grade Ill Finals

[a] > [¥]

Dialect Mandarin

For example: B [tshia], & [sia], ¥ [tsia], &¥ [sua], Z&F [sia], &
[tsia], ZH [tsia], #F [ia], X [ia].

L~ B
P T




o 3 The Examples of

Ending
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Final consonant can be divided Shaxian dialect:
into three major types :

ending with a vowel

ending with a nasal consonant
velar [n], alveolar [n], bilabial [m]

Ru Sheng Rhymes (A E-38) :
ending with one of the three stop
consonants [-p], [-t], [-K]

2

o |

Ru Sheng Rhymes has
completely lost, retaining only
the Ru tone category itself.
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Conclusion

Middle Chinese medials are
relatively well preserved.

It retains the Middle Chinese
apical vowel [1] and
demonstrates its evolutionary
phenomenon.

It preserves the Middle
Chinese [0] pronunciation for
Old Chinese Yu division words.
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Conclusion

It retains the Middle
Chinese pronunciation for
finals that correspond to the
Mandarin [¥] vowel.

It retains Yin Sheng Rhymes,
and the velar [n] and
alveolar [n] final consonants
of Yang Sheng Rhymes.
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Thank you
for listenin
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