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Using a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus, consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes (Donaldson) in an integrated, cross-curricular approach. 

The aim of this essay is to look at the positives and negatives towards cross- curricular approaches, and how they can be used to improve the way we teach children at Key Stage 2. I will look at a number of different viewpoints and use a variety of sources.
“Throughout our discussion of curriculum we stress that children’s learning does not fit into subject categories” (Plowden, 1967) this suggests the need to change the national curriculum so that there is no longer specific subjects.
Professor Graham Donaldson has proposed six areas of learning and experience that will replace the current curriculum topics at Key Stage 2 (KS2). The new areas of learning and experience will be Expressive Arts; Health and well-being; Humanities; Language, literacy and communication; mathematics and numeracy; science and technology. (Donaldson, 2015, p. 39)
I believe that this introduction of the six areas of learning and experience will be beneficial to children because they do not view the world in subject categories so they shouldn’t be taught in subject categories.
“Cross-curricular learning occurs when the skills, knowledge and attitudes of a number of different disciplines are applied to a single theme, problem, idea or experience” (Barnes, 2015, p. 62) Cross curricular teaching can be very beneficial to children if done effectively, however often tenuous links are made between subjects.
According to Barnes (2015) there are 8 different cross-curricular approaches. Hierarchical methods aim at achieving progress in one discipline by also teaching aspects of another.  Single transferable subject is improving learning in one subject and applying it to a range of other curriculum areas. Theme-based is exploring the theme through several different subjects. Multi-disciplinary is using a single theme or experience to develop higher levels of understanding in two or more subjects. Inter-disciplinary aims at progression in two or more subjects and the promotion of creative thinking and connection making between the subjects involved. Opportunistic allows the children to decide the depth and direction of learning in subject categories arising from a shared experience or theme. Double focus attempts to promote a balance between experience based and disciplinary opportunities for learning. Tokenistic involves only one subject being improved, other subjects are brought in to make  the lesson more interesting however knowledge of the second subject is not improved.
I believe that the Tokenistic and Hierarchical approaches are the most effective approaches. The Hierarchical approach focuses on learning a skill in one subject that then can be used to support learning in other subjects, for example learning six figure grid references in geography can be used to support learning coordinates in mathematics. The Tokenistic approach uses a second subject to make the first subject more enjoyable and interesting, for example using a well-known song to introduce a history lesson. This approach is very useful in keeping the children engaged in the lesson because they might feel as though the lesson is not all about history as they are listening to music but in actual fact they are only developing their history skills, their music skills are not being developed at all.
Professor Graham Donaldson proposes four purposes to the new curriculum, he wants “ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives; enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work; ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world; healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society”. (Donaldson, 2015, p. 29)
These four purposes mean that as teachers plan their cross-curricular lessons they also need to try and include some skills which will help them to achieve the four purposes.
Once the new curriculum for Wales comes into action in the near future, cross-curricular teaching will be essential because the six areas of learning are not subject specific and some subjects may fit into several of the areas of learning and experience. Also cross-curricular teaching will be easier to help the children achieve the four purposes proposed by Professor Graham Donaldson as they relate to every subject in the curriculum and integrate with one another.
I have chosen the theme of ‘Around the World’ as I believe that it offers many opportunities for cross-curricular teaching, I am focusing on Year 6 in Key Stage 2.
The first activity is for the children to listen to a piece of Egyptian music and complete a worksheet about the musical elements of the piece. They will look at the pitch, pace, timbre, texture, dynamics and structure of the piece, before comparing their answers with the person sitting next to them. After completing the task the children will have to try and guess where the music is from. This task develops music skills from the KS2 curriculum as the children will recognize and describe musical characteristics, and make distinctions within the musical elements. (DCELLS, 2008)
Once they have correctly guessed that it is from Egypt they must all try and locate it on a map, this links to the Geography KS2 curriculum as the children will identify and locate places and environments using globes, atlases and maps. (DCELLS, 2008)
The next activity is to produce a leaflet about Egypt, here the children have some freedom to be as creative as they wish in the designing of the leaflet and they have the freedom to responsibly choose any information they wish to add to their leaflet as long as they include; the flag, how to get there and famous landmarks of the country. This activity links to the ICT KS2 curriculum as the children find information from a variety of sources for a defined purpose. (DCELLS, 2008) It also links the English KS2 curriculum as the children will need to produce fluent and legible handwriting, and use varied and appropriate vocabulary including subject-specific words and phrases. (DCELLS, 2008)
The final activity is to write a short essay describing the similarities and differences between Egypt and Wales. This links to the English KS2 curriculum as the children will use paragraphs making links between them, produce fluent and legible handwriting, and use varied and appropriate vocabulary including subject specific words and phrases. (DCELLS, 2008)
All of the activities I have planned include aspects of the literacy and numeracy framework (LNF) and the digital competency framework (DCF).
These activities cover three out of the six proposed areas of learning and experience in the new curriculum, these are Humanities, Expressive Arts and Language, Literacy and communication. These activities also help the children to be ambitious, capable learners who use digital technologies creatively to communicate, find and analyse information, and undertake research and evaluate critically what they find. They also help the children to be enterprising, creative contributors who express ideas and emotions through different media.
Throughout the activities I have tried to use Cross-curricular approaches to make the activities more enjoyable. I have used Tokenistic and theme-based approaches, along with the slight use of opportunistic as the next steps in the lessons would be to use the children’s leaflets see what aspects of Egypt they would like to focus on next, and what aspects of other countries would they like to look at as the theme of ‘Around the World’ continues.
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