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What is Marxism?e

» The political & economic theories of Karl Marx

» |n collaboration with friend Friedrich Engels

» Revolves around human history and struggle between classes
» End to societal classes

®» Aims fo ensure equality

(Singer, 2018; BBC, 2014).




Who is Karl Marxe

®» Revolutionary Philosopher

» Born in Trier, Germany in 1818
» To a Jewish Family

» Studied Law

» Received doctorate in Philosophy

» Moved to Paris — befriended Friedrich Engels

» | ater moved to Brussels and again to London where he
spent the remainder of his life until his death in 1883

(BBC, 2014; Singer, 2018)

Key works
» The Communist Manifesto 1848

» A Conftribution to the Critique of Political
Economy 1859

» Das Kapital, Volume 1 (Thorpe et al., 2015)




CAPITALISM




Conflict Theory

« Class system would create
conflict

+  Oppressed class would
become stronger

+  Revolution
+  Overcome the Bourgeoisie

« Can be applied wherever
there are hierarchal
groups in society

(Dillon, 2014; Thorpe, et al., 2015)




Historical Materialism
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Social Inequality




National Minimum Wage

“From each
according
to his abllity,
o each
according

to his
needs”

(Marx, 2008).

National Minimum Wage Act 1998
7




Class is still part of society
Different groups remain marginalised

Working class are still worse off
21 st

Recession / financial crisis led for many
CGHTUI’Y to engage / reengage in Marxism
Marxism

Evergrowing danger of inequality

Brexit vote to leave European Union
influenced by class

(Rees, 2019).




“Workers of
the world,
unitel™ ...




References

Bbc.co.uk. (2014). BBC - History - Historic Figures: Karl Marx (1818 - 1883). [online] Available at:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/marx_karl.shtml [Accessed 17 Apr. 2019].

Dillon, M. (2014). Infroduction to Sociological Theory. 2nd ed. Chichester: John Wiley & Sons.
Fasenfest, D. (2018). Is Marx Still Relevante. Critical Sociology, 44(6), pp.851-855.
Giddens, A. and Sutton, P. (2013). Sociology. 7th ed. Cambridge: Polity Press.

Haralambos, M. and Holborn., M. (2008). Sociology Themes and Perspectives. 7th ed.
London: HarperCollin.

arx, K. (2008). Critique of the Gotha program. Maryland: Wildsidepress, p.27.
Marx, K. and Engels, F. (2015). The Communist Manifesto. 1st ed. London: Penguin Classics.

National Minimum Wage Act 1998. Available at:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
data/file/742668/nmw-nlw-enforcement-compliance-report-2018.pdf

Rees, J. (2019). Marxism and the Brexit crisis. [online] Counterfire. Available at:
https://www.counterfire.org/articles/analysis/20123-marxism-and-the-brexit-crisis [Accessed
29 Apr. 2019].

Singer, P. (2018). Marx. 2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Thorpe, C., Yuill, C., Hobbs, M., Todd, M., Tomley, S. and Weeks, M. (2015). The Sociology
Book. New York: DK.

Warwick-Booth, L. (2019). Social inequality. 2nd ed. SAGE Publications: London.

Wolff, R. and Resnick, S. (2012). Contending Economic Theories. [ebook] London:
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, pp.155-163. Available at: hitp://ouleft.org/wp-
content/uploads/Contending-Economic-Theories-Wolff.pdf [Accessed 28 Apr. 2019].


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/742668/nmw-nlw-enforcement-compliance-report-2018.pdf

Image References

» ]) Bbc.co.uk. (2014). BBC - History - Historic Figures: Karl Marx (1818 - 1883). [online]
Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/marx_karl.shtml [Accessed 17
Apr. 2019].

» ?2) Woods, A. (1997). 150 years of the Communist Manifesto. [online] Marxist.com.
Available at: https://www.marxist.com/150-years-communist-manifesto.htm [Accessed 29
Apr. 2019].

3) Wolff, R. (2016). Capitalism vs. Socialism: A Changed Debate. [online] Democracy at
Work (d@w). Available at:
https://www.democracyatwork.info/capitalism_vs_socialism_a_changed_debate
[Accessed 28 Apr. 2019].

» 4) Muscato, C. (n.d.). The Sociological Theories of Karl Marx - Video & Lesson Transcript |
Study.com. [online] Study.com. Available at: https://study.com/academy/lesson/the-
sociological-theories-of-karl-marx.html [Accessed 28 Apr. 2019].

» 5) YDS Edu (Visit Again for further updates). (2017). (Thinkers-1.1) Karl Marx — Historical
Materialism (UPSC-2017,13,1986). [online] Available at:
https://ydsedu.com/2017/12/04/karl-marx-historical-materialism/amp/ [Accessed 29 Apr.
2019].

» 4) Horowitz, E. (2017). What Makes People Ambivalent About Social Inequality2. [online]
Pacific Standard. Available at: https://psmag.com/news/makes-people-ambivalent-
social-inequality-meritocracy-obama-65996 [Accessed 29 Apr. 2019].

» 7) National Minimum Wage Act 1998, c.39. Available at:
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/39/infroduction




