Journal for CLCS6014
Apollo bless thee, dearest father,
Much has transpired since I last saw you in Ninica. I know not as to how far the news has spread yet, but the army of Seleucus III has taken Tarsus. It was not long after the festival in honour of the Divine Ocean Protectors that my satrap and dear friend, Artemisia, was confronted with the offer to surrender over our land and abandon our loyalty to Ptolemy IV. Artemisia, afraid for all our lives, commanded us to leave Cilicia. Do not fear though my dear father, I am safe. My lady has secured a marriage alliance with the royal court of Pergamon. She is now married to the second son of king Attalos I. We are now within the city walls of Pergamon. I know that you fear for mother, who was expecting, and my sisters, for they were with me at the time of the festival. Discard your fears father; they are safe with me in Pergamon and rejoice, for both Apollo and Artemis has blessed mother with twin girls. Mother has named them Berenice and Eurydice, and I long for the day that they will finally see their homeland. I will request to the king for help in reuniting you with us here in the city, once the situation has calmed.
Your beloved daughter,
Nikeso
The history of Cilicia is not one often focused on in the wider aspect of the Hellenistic era, but some of what occurred during the first session of the module was relatively accurate, namely the occupation of Cilicia by the Seleucids. In the history, by the end of the 3rd century BC the Seleucids has taken Cilicia from the Ptolemies.[footnoteRef:1]  My group however, altered this slightly by not only abandoning Cilicia, but also by allying with Pergamon. As this was not one of my decisions, I did not have much of an input in this decision, but there is historical president for such a move to occur. Many times in history, regions or countries will give up territory in alliances. [1:  Brewster, 1993 p. 118] 

The main job that I was tasked with for over the module was establishing a new cult dedicated to Poseidon, Aphrodite and Demeter. The reason I was given this task was slightly convoluted but was understandable when looking at the history of the area. As stated before, the end of the 3rd century BC saw the Seleucids taking Cilicia away from the Ptolemies and as a group we wanted to at least survive this.[footnoteRef:2]  The plan was for in game, the establishment of the cult would not only appease the people of the region, but also the famous Cilician Pirates who by this time had been gathering ground in that part of the Mediterranean.[footnoteRef:3]  Though I could not find a reference for cults to appease pirates, the idea for establishing cults as a power move was a common reason behind the establishment of cults in the ancient world.[footnoteRef:4]  [2:  ibid]  [3:  Ibid, p. 124]  [4:  Larson 2007, p. 2] 

To achieve this, it was decided that throwing a festival in honour of Gods of the sea would help strengthen our position. For this I had to research about ancient festivals and offerings to the specific gods that the festival was honouring. I was able to find sources detailing how festivals were organised and executed, such as what offerings were acceptable for each god (such as flowers for Aphrodite and grain for Demeter)[footnoteRef:5] but the one thing I will admit to not researching were the costs. The reason for this is that although I did manage to find a singular source for the revenue a temple may have,[footnoteRef:6] the costs of the festivals was not as easily locatable for me. However, my satrap did give me a budget of about 25 talents, and though I was unsure of the general value of the items used, I believe I made a good effort with organising the festival.  [5:  ibid]  [6:  Hamilton 1964, p.336] 

The festival as a whole was rather successful, but unfortunately some issues arose immediately afterwards. While we were planning the festival, the group in control of the Seleucids marched on Cilicia demanding that we switch sides or be conquered. As my satrap was currently playing the loyalty game to the Ptolemies with the goal of making Cilicia an independent area, we saw the potential switch of sides as an unfavourable option. Nonetheless, during the planning for the festival, my satrap had achieved a marriage alliance with the Pergamon group, and so that we could remain loyal to the Ptolemies, we fled to Pergamon. From there, I was given the task of continuing religious activities and assisting the Pergamese group with religious activities. 


My dearest Mother, your daughter greets you,
So much has happened since you and father returned to Cilicia, and I must wonder if Apollo was cruel enough not to show me signs. I know not as to how far the news has spread, but I see friends falling one by one. The gracious King Attalos I, who so kindly took us in when the Seleucids marched on Cilicia, was murdered not long ago. I barely had time to mourn for his death before my dear friend Artemisia was accused of the murder of her husband and sentenced to death. I know not as to whether she truly did what she was accused, but I pray that her punishment in Hades is lenient either way. My mother, I pray that Apollo may guide me in these trying times. For now do not worry, and do not write back to Pergamon, for I shall be travelling soon to Armenia. Apollonia, the queen of Armenia and my dearest friend, has requested my presence. Armenia is a strange land with Gods and customs she cannot accustom to, and I am to travel there to be her companion in this strange land. I shall write once more once I arrive.
May Apollo guide us both mother,
Nikeso
Whilst in Pergamon, there was not much that I could do in terms of religious festivals and cults. Due to the fact that as soon as we arrived in Pergamon war essentially broke out between the Seleucids and Ptolemies, the idea for the establishment of the cult fell through as there was no proper need to have the loyalty of the pirates. During this time, I acted as an envoy for the Pergamon group, delivering messages between Pergamon and the representatives of other groups. It would not be until after my satrap was executed on charges of treason that I would again be able to continue my role as a Priestess to Apollo.
As a part of a political move, one of my other group members was married off to the newly formed group of Armenia and became the queen of the region. As Armenia was not a main player in the time period we were put in, Armenia was introduced into the module as a kingdom without Hellenistic deities. My group member as a result felt it suitable to introduce the worship of Apollo into the group, as was aligned with her character. My task in this instant was to become the first Priestess of Apollo in Armenia for the new temple she created. I was summoned to bless the temple and to maintain its upkeep and ended up becoming somewhat of an attendant to the queen of Armenia. Temple establishment was not an uncommon practice in the ancient world, as was temple dedication by the wealthy as proven by many a dedicated statue, but the introduction of a cult into an area with entirely different gods is one that is rather difficult to understand in terms of sources. However, there are instances within the Hellenistic world that can be used as historical precedence for such an event to occur. 
The biggest example than can be used is with the introduction of the Serapis cult all over the Hellenistic world. Serapis was introduced into the Hellenistic world by a Ptolemaic Egypt, and quickly took over as a principal god there, even sometimes replacing Osiris next to Isis on certain monuments, another Egyptian God who saw a spreading of her cult.[footnoteRef:7] Serapis would eventually spread across the Mediterranean world, with evidence pointing to established cult centres in Athens, Corinth and Delos, where a great amount of inscriptions dedicated to Serapis were found.[footnoteRef:8] There are also Papyri evidence detailing the establishment of his cult, such as a letter dating to around 257 BC written to Apollonios, The finance minister of Ptolemy II. In it, he details his reasoning as being religious, with Serapis commanding him to construct a temple for him and how he was stuck with illness for requesting not to be the one to hold such an honour.[footnoteRef:9] Though the cults of Apollo and Serapis were two entirely different entities, these reasonings and methods of introductions for their cults were probably very similar. Another incident, one much darker in tone, is the reestablishment of pagan temples within Jerusalem during the Maccabean Revolts. This event recorded from the Jewish perspective shows the negative connotations of introducing cults into societies with completely different set of rules and beliefs.[footnoteRef:10] [7:  Takacs, 2017]  [8:  ibid]  [9:  Renberg & Bubelis, 2011, p. 169]  [10:  1 Macc 1: 10-67
] 

Thankfully, these negative connotations would not play out during the establishment. As a whole, the establishment of the Cult to Apollo in Armenia was a success. Thanks to that, we as a group managed to create a link with the rest of the Hellenistic world, and the royal family as a result was influenced in a Hellenistic way. Though, as the next few sessions would prove, this would not affect the most important character in the group enough to protect us.


Mother and Father, I pray you are safe.
I must beseech you, do not write to me in Armenia any more, I shall not be there to answer. Though I have only acted in attempts to appease Apollo, I have committed an act which I must now run from. The King, may he rot in Hades for his crimes and be struck down by whatever gods he worships, has brought plague upon the people of this humble city. From his campaign to take the city of Babylon, he stole a beloved statue of our lord Apollo, believing it to be a suitable gift for Apollonia. The foolish and blasphemous king have no respect for the gods, even his own. Now the city is so quiet, so many have died from his foolishness. The city that was once so beautiful now lays in ruins, the people so angered by their king that has not been there for them, and now will never either. The coward has fled back to Babylon, and I pray he will meet his end by the people there. As an attempt to right his wrong, I tried persuading the people to rally against him, but I was careless. The king’s brother got word of my plan, and now even I must abandon this city that is so dire in need of my help. I pray that Apollonia finds it within her heart to forgive me one day. For now dear mother and father, I am fleeing to the combined armies of Attalos II of Pergamon and Queen Kelopatra, Queen of Queens. For long I have acted as a spy for their forces within Armenia, and they have granted me sanctuary within their armies. I shall write once more whence I am safe within the walls of either of their cities.
I plead to the gods that I may see you once again soon.
Nikeso.
The final session was perhaps one of the most stressful sessions within the module concerning my role as a priestess. About halfway through the session, the king of Armenia had raided a temple in Babylon and stole a cult statue to Apollo and brought it back to Armenia. The player, who had no knowledge of the connotation this brought, as a result had the group punished by the gods with a plague hitting the entirety of Armenia, killing about half the population of Armenia, which then also caused a revolt within the main city. all members of the group survived and mostly everyone abandoned the kingdom apart from my character. During the time leading up to this event, I acted as a spy for the Queen of Parthia. The reason I did this is in relation to my character’s motives as a Priestess to Apollo. 
Throughout the time my character was in Armenia, the player acting as the king had to be reminded countless times that as a Priestess to Apollo I was not permitted to marry or have children. In character, I and my group mate (Apollonia) would act out of horror at even suggesting this, and despite the fact that the gods were angry at this suggestion (thanks to a very well time thunderclap effect by the lecturers) the King continued to ask whether my character would mind being married off for political gain. For this reason, I saw fit that having my character act as a spy to gain favour with another court in case of needing to flee from Armenia was essential.
Espionage in the ancient world is not much different to how it is handled today, though was difficult to categorise.[footnoteRef:11] The most common term for a spy in the ancient Greek world was Kataskopoi, which ranged from a spy to a scout. Though there might not be as many sources detailing Priestesses acting as spies, there are many other accounts of spies within official positions. Spies during the Hellenistic times may have not been armed with weapons, relying on their secrecy to protect them, and being a spy was not restricted to men as it was with scouts.[footnoteRef:12]  It was also considered better for the spy to be of a neutral party, one that was from an area not controlled by either parties. As I was from Cilicia and acting in a close position to the royals of Armenia, I found it fit to take advantage of that and to begin spying for the Parthians. [11:  Russell, 2000, p. 103]  [12:  Ibid] 

Though I succeeded in my role as a spy, I did not succeed when I attempted to stir a revolt within the abandoned city. However thanks to the connections I had made before I was granted protection by both Pergamon and Parthia. 
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