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INTRODUCTION
This essay will examine the recent implementation of the 20 miles per hour speed limit policy in the UK. It will focus on the key issues the policy aims to resolve, the process through which it was developed, including the factors that influenced its creation, and the resulting outcome.


The Uk has recently implemented policy to introduce 20 miles per hour speed limit in various regions, aiming to enhance road safety and promote active travel. These measures have sparked diverse reactions across the country. Wales was one of the first countries in the world to pass a law changing the speed limit on restricted roads to 20 miles per hour, (Gov.UK, 2024). In residential and urban regions with a high population density, restricted roads are common. They used to have a 30 miles per hour speed limit and are commonly equipped with streetlights that are no more than 200 yards apart. The modifications were made to lower the frequency of crashes and the serious injuries they cause, as well as the financial burden that treating victims of car crashes puts on the NHS. current 30 miles per hour limit roads in Wales became 20 miles per hour limits, it is estimated that 6-10 lives would be saved and 1200-2000 casualties avoided each year,(Jones,& Brunt.,2023, pg699-706). Encouraging more people to walk and cycle in their communities while also making our streets safer and contributing to our health and wellbeing, (Gov.UK, 2024).
 One of the primary motivations behind the 20 miles per hour speed limit was to reduce the number and severity of road traffic collisions, the lower the speed significantly reduces both the likelihood of accidents and the severity of injuries when collisions occur. Reduced speed gives drivers more time to respond to possible dangers, reducing the likelihood of accidents or lessening their effects. Implementing the 20mph speed limits has been a strategy adopted by various countries like Edinburgh, Scotland, and Belfast to enhance road safety and promote active travel. These countries found that reductions in road traffic collision and casualties over a three-year evaluation,( Kokka, et al.,2024). One of the main risk factors for traffic accidents and the severity of injuries is speed. One Because rising speed reduces the field of vision to notice changes in the road and increases the stopping distance for the driver to react in a timely manner, there is an ongoing link between greater speeds and a higher number of traffic incidents, the severity of injuries, and their frequency,( Kokka, et al.,2024). 

On July 13th, 2022, the Welsh Ministers issued the Restricted Roads 20mph Speed Limit Wales Order 2022 after Senedd Cymru approved a draft of the order. The Order reduced the general speed limit for restricted roads, set by section 81(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (The Road Traffic Regulation 1984 Act), to 20mph, (Gov.uk, 2022). The Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 is a key piece of legislation in the UK that gives local authorities and the government the power to set speed limits on public roads. This law provides the legal framework for regulating road traffic and improving safety by controlling how fast vehicles can travel on different types of roads, (Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984). According to this law, roadways can be divided into many categories, and speed restrictions are set according to variables including population density, road conditions, and safety considerations. For instance, compared to highways or country roads, residential or urban roads with streetlights also referred to as restricted roads generally have lower speed limits,(Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984). The Welsh government task force investigated road safety and community benefits of the slower speed limits in built up areas in 2019.
 In July 2020, the final report was published that supported the 20mph limits on restricted roads, also in July the Senedd debated and the government’s intention to commence consultation on the proposed making of the order, reducing the speed limit for restricted roads to 20mph, these were included in Welsh labour and Plaid Cymru in 2021,(Senedd Business, 2023). As highway authorities for Trunk Highways and local roads, respectively, the Welsh Government and local councils have engaged in the policy roll out. They achieved this in accordance with the Welsh Government guidelines to determine which roads should be exempt and maintained at 30 mph,(Senedd Business, 2023). Highway authorities are still in charge of setting the speed limits on local roads in their jurisdiction, even if the Welsh Government and Senedd are in charge of amending the law to implement the new restriction. 
The Welsh government had evidence from a survey that they conducted, showed that 80% of people supported a 20mph speed limit in their area,(Welsh Government, 2022). Decreasing speed limits reduces collision and saves lives, with previous research showing that there are 40% fewer collisions in the areas with a 20mph speed limit compared with 30mph,(Welsh Government, 2022). In order to determine whether they must issue orders under the Road Traffic Regulations Act for restricted routes where they believe the default speed limit of 20mph would be inappropriate, the traffic authorities examined the roadways. To ensure that the new speed limits could be legally enforced, it would have been needed to amend the traffic signs regulations and general directions in conjunction with the proposed order's implementation. This process, which typically took several months, could have taken longer, (Senedd Wales, 2024). Road safety and the requirement of maintaining effective traffic flow must be carefully balanced by local authorities. Although lowering the speed limit increases safety, some roads may experience traffic jams, lengthier travel times, and irritated drivers if the limit is set too low. Authorities must decide whether roads should continue to have a 30mph speed limit in order to preserve efficient traffic flow. 
The 20mph default speed limit came into force on 17th September 2023, 37% of roads in Wales have had a default 20mph limit with far fewer roads now having 30mph limit, and according to the BBC News there was a drop in casualties in Wales in the first 3 months after the default 20mph speed limit was introduced,(Duffy, 2024). In order to make their communities safer, some people have even urged for the policy to be expanded to regions not included in the rollout. The policy has also received support from organisations that represent cyclists,(BBC News, 2024).The greatest support for the 20mph was aimed for around school areas, built up areas like the housing estates and outside hospitals. Some roads in Wales will revert to 30mph following backlash according to Ken Skates the Transport Secretary after receiving concerns from many people on a consistent basis,(Grey et al.,2024). 
It has also sparked public opposition, leading to a significant number of people signing a petition to the Senedd with almost half a million signatures to Senedd Petition opposing the policy,(Grey et al.,2024). The implementation of 20mph speed limits in various regions has evoked a range of public reactions, with notable opposition stemming from several key concerns, for example many drivers perceive the reduced speed limits as leading to longer journey times particularly affecting daily commutes and commercial deliveries.
 A protesting held in Cardiff against Wales 20mph law, where hundreds joined in the march protesting about the change. There have been multiple incidents of 20 mph speed limit signs being painted over, removed, or defaced. Although they also endanger public safety and cost local authorities money for repairs and replacements, these vandalisms are frequently interpreted as a kind of protest against the new restrictions. Vandalism on these signs have roughly cost the local authorities £32million to repair or change them, (Grey et al.,2024). Businesses have raised concerns about potential delays in deliveries and increased cost due to the lower speed limits, slower speeds could deter people from traveling to certain areas, potentially impacting local economies.
According to Natasha Asghar for the Welsh conservative transport the party consistently voted against the ridiculous 20mph policy involving 97% of the previously 30mph roads, the Welsh conservative wanted the policy scrapped, (Grey et al.,2024). 

 
Once a policy has been implemented the impact of the changes is assessed by differing impact criteria. For example, effectiveness, equity, and efficiency are a few of the ways in which the policy is judged. The efficiency includes the cost and the benefits of the new policy.  Safety improvements are a primary measure focusing on reducing road traffic collisions however, reduction in accidents may not be as significant as expected like road user behaviour may dilute safety benefits, the safety measures do not account for the indirect factors like driver frustration, which may lead to risky behaviours in areas,(Kraft et al.,2024). Lower speeds can lead to reduced vehicle emissions and noise pollution, improving air quality and making residential areas more liveable, Opponents argue that slower speeds might increase fuel consumption for certain vehicles, offsetting environmental gains. Environmental benefits often require long-term monitoring to assess sustainability, whereas safety impacts can be more immediate. Measuring emissions reductions is more complex and can vary based on vehicle types and traffic patterns, (Kraft et al., 2024). Reduced accidents lead to lower healthcare costs, less strain on emergency services, and potential economic savings for communities. Safer streets can also increase foot traffic, benefiting local businesses. The slower travel speeds may increase cost for transport businesses, delayed deliveries, and impact workforce productivity. Economic measures are more varied and can show both immediate costs e.g., new signage, enforcement, and long-term savings e.g., fewer accidents,(Kraft et al.,2024). 
Promoting active modes of transportation like cycling and walking results in better physical health. Less stress from traffic hazards and greater opportunities for exercise are two benefits of safer streets. Some believe that slower speeds could result in more traffic, which could degrade the local air quality and have a negative impact on people's health. Compared to safety measurements, health impacts are frequently more difficult to quantify and take longer to materialise, but they can eventually have a major positive social impact. As individuals adjust to new norms, policies that prioritise safety and social benefits might eventually result in higher levels of public trust and compliance.
Negative public attitude and decreased compliance may result from opposition or backlash brought on by perceived hardships, such as longer travel times or more severe enforcement, (Kraft et al.,2024). Public perception is dynamic and can shift with effective communication and visible benefits. Unlike safety or environmental impacts, it relies heavily on engagement and education. 

Overview
Wales's default speed restriction of 20 miles per hour has generated a lot of discussion and had a big impact on environmental dynamics, road safety, and public health. Reducing traffic accidents, enhancing pedestrian safety, and encouraging active transportation are the goals of this policy, which was signed into law in September 2023. It has, meanwhile, also been criticised and confronted with difficulties, such as negative public opinion and practical difficulties.
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