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Explore the mediated form of narrative and critically show how it is used to promote political, ideological, religious or socially constructed perspectives within your discipline area.



Catalonia and Spain, the semiotics in the current context.

[image: ][bookmark: _Toc25835385]Picture 1: Picture of the independentism referendum on 1st October in Catalonia.

When Catalonia sees the image, it says that Spain is repressive and violates its rights. When Spain sees the image, it says that the people must be controlled and that violence is provided.



Spain and Catalonia, for many years, have had differences and a shared history. For this reason I will begin to explain the story to the present day in order to understand the differences and similarities. In this essay I want to explain the two bands from the point of view of semiotics, being neutral. I live in Catalonia, I share and form part of the independentist movement, and I am left-winged ideologically speaking.

In this essay, we will talk about the meaning, the meaning of the meaning. Also, on the connotation (the meaning created by the signs), the denotation (the literal meaning of the sign) and the sign (the sum of the meaning and the meaning). Finally, I will also use the concept of myth (the way in which the signs contribute to the language of society) and ideology (the codes that make up the powers of society).

The history of the union Catalonia and Spain goes back in 1469, when the Crown of Aragon (which formed the Catalan countries, among them Catalonia) and Castilla are united through a dynastic union, marriage, of the Catholic Monarchs, Fernando II of Aragon and Isabel and of Castile. This union gave rise to a superpower, conquering Spain, and discoverer of America. In 1486, Cristòfol Colón offers a project to create a new route to reach India towards the Atlantic Ocean. This is how to arrive on October 12th in America, a new continent and begin colonization. However, the culture of the natives was also violently eradicated, imposing the Catholic religion, the Spanish language, traditions among others. Although the natives became infuriated, they were suffocated by the weapons and diseases of Spaniards.

The kingdom of Castilla was evolving and also conquered other countries like some of Africa, although over time they have missed the colonies, has let print all this, an example would be the language or religion. The kingdom of Castilla, currently Spain, has always been centralistic and it can be shown in conquered countries. During the Franco dictatorship, when ruling dictator Francisco Franco, something happened in Catalonia like in the conquered countries, because even having their own autonomy, its own language and traditions, the dictatorship imposed language and Spanish culture forbidding Catalan lenguage, centralizing and defending the unit of Spain. When the dictatorship ended, and Spain became a democratic state, Catalonia regained autonomy, Catalan language and culture.

At the moment in Catalonia there is a independentist movement that comes from Catalanism arisen in 1830, since it differentiates so much culture, language, thought. Although we also find many similarities, Catalonia is being oppressed by the Spanish government.








CULTURE


Spain has a wide culture, including the flag, hymn, traditions, art, etc. In which many symbols are reflected, most connotative, which as we will see later, form a union and have a meaning that encompasses different aspects of the Spanish country. On the other hand we will also compare the culture of Catalonia and what their symbols mean. Always generalizing because all the symbols have a connotative meaning, but everything depends on the context, for example the flag of Spain does not mean the same for a person in favor of independence, a European of another country...

The flag of Spain and Catalonia are formed by lines and the same colors; yellow and red. Also the denotation of each flag is the representation of the country, but the connotation of each one is different. The Spanish flag, called "rojigualda", has 3 horizontal strips whose order is red, yellow (larger than others) and red, we also find the coat of arms of the Spanish state in the yellow strip. This flag is considered a symbol of power, monarchy and unity * of Spain. On the other hand we find the flag of Catalonia, called “Senyera”, this flag have nine horizontal strips, alternating and starting with yellow. The significance of senyera, for the Catalans, represents history, the fact of rising again and the identity of the Catalan people, since this was prohibited during the Franco regime. In the two flags are modifications that give it a different meaning, as in the Spanish fascist version or the version of Catalan independence.

The hymn of Spain becomes a symbol of homeland, which includes for many Spaniards the monarchy and the military army, in such a way that it is called "La Marcha Real", this one does not have an official lyric but yes some of unofficial. Instead, in the hymn of Catalonia, that also symbolizes the country, does not have the same meaning as the Spanish and has a letter inspired by a war, which tells you that you do not have to surrender even if you have lost it . This hymn is called "Segadors" and it also means the power of the people.

For some people of Spain and the their government, the bulls are considered art, this "anti -animalistic" art consists of bulling a bull in a square with a flag, torturing it until its death. This is a very important symbol, the bull of Spain, since only the image of this one represents Spain, a symbol of power that sometimes becomes a symbol of masclism. On the other hand, for Catalonia, the bulls are not considered art, but rather the whole architecture of modernism or the painting of Cubism. This signs of art signifies the knowledge and a rich culture of the land and not the power as some art in Spain.

In Catalonia, we find other symbols of culture such as castellers, bastoners and sardanes, all symbols of collaboration among people. There are also iconic parties such as Patum, a festival declared a world heritage site by Unesco or the festival of Sant Joan. Otherwise, it must also be said that Spain also has cultural symbols such as flamenco, although it is more individual.



LANGUAGE


Spain is a multilingual state, although the official language or mother in most communities is Spanish, there are five co-official languages; Valencian, Occitan, Galician, Basque and Catalan. Bilingualism has more or less degrees depending on the community. For example, in Catalonia, bilingualism is very high because most schools and universities teach classes taught in Catalan and Spanish. These languages ​​are the code to create the meaning of things.

For Spain the other co-official languages, mean the possibility of the breakup of Spain, and the fear. Therefore, for Spain this becomes a myth and connotatively the rupture of the population of this country. This state has always considered language as a point of union and therefore considers other languages ​​a threat, historically it can be seen in the conquests of Central and South America as it imposes the use of Espanyol as a language unique, refusing the other languages. In Catalonia, there has always been a crackdown on Catalan from Spain, especially when the government is in the hands of right-wing political parties, in such a way that the language of the schools, institutions, etc. is threatened ... All and Catalonia has always defended the use of Catalan, although attempts to expand the use of this long shared the use of Spanish. In the autonomous community, Spanish is a language that everyone knows how to understand and speak it, respected and widely used, especially for Spanish-speakers. On the other hand it should be noted that Catalan is a language spoken among people, active and alive. Both languages are very similar but at the same time different, for Catalan speakers, this language becomes a symbol of Catalonia, which means an emancipation of Espanyol and a power of manoeuvre and freedom.


IDEOLOGY

At the moment Spain can be divided in two clear ideologies, the republican and the national-catholic, each one defends different ideas that we will explain next. There are other minority languages, some autonomous communities, for example, have their own ideologies like Catalonia, which would have Catalanism.

To put us in context, on November 10, 2019, general elections of the congress and the Senate of Spain took place, the winners of these elections were PSOE and PP, the first leftist ideology (more in the side of the republicanism, theoretically) and the second of ideology of rights (nationalist-catholic). The PSOE party is related to the red colour, a colour that means value, activity and strength. On the other hand, the PP, related to the blue colour, a colour that means royalty, confidence, truth and intelligence.

These two sides go back to before the Spanish Civil War, where the blues were the protagonists of the coup d'état restaurant a monarchy (Spain was a republic before the coup d'état) And the red ones were the resistance. The national-Catholic, blue, are as the name says Catholic and therefore religious, centralist, monarchist and with more conservative policies. On the other hand, Republicans or Reds are against the power of the church, in favour of a just democracy, anti-monarchy and with more open policies.

Relating this to semiotics, colours and language are closely linked creating a mith. The colours currently give the meaning behind the political parties, as I mentioned in the last paragraph, especially the blue and the red. Denotatively these colours are only the representation of the political party, but they connotatively mean more, the thoughts and ways of the voters and the parties. The semiology of these colours is due to the history of Spain, since it brings about the current context. For example, outside of Spain these colours referring to ideology, have different meanings, such as the United States where the democrats (they would be the Spanish Republicans) use the blue colour.

After these last elections in Spain, a nationalistic-Catholic party, of extreme right, rose to seats. This match is Vox (the nationalistic-Catholic party, of extreme right) and has a clear green colour as an image, a colour that means ecological, of confidence, hope. This is a political party according to the Franco dictatorship. If we put ourselves to reflect on this, will the green be the new symbol of the right and of the nationalism? Therefore, the context of Spain is changing?

Remembering that Catalonia, as an autonomous community, also has the ideologies of Spain, red and blue are also symbols, although, as we have already said, there are other minority ideologies ​​in both Catalonia and Spain in general. Speaking of the minority ideologies, Catalanism is the one that we can emphasize more in Catalonia, due to the current independent movements. Catalanism is an ideology that dates back to the 1830s, arises from the need to defend the rights of the Catalan people. Catalanism is an idiomatic mith that includes parties of the right and left of Catalonia, of a republican and anti monarchical nature, focused on all social and democratic classes. The colour symbol used for Catalan is yellow, a colour that is also linked to the independence movement.

At the moment this language is followed by three political parties, these want the independence of Catalonia, to form a new and republican country. The movement for independence is followed by more or less half of the inhabitants of Catalonia, as a result of it from the Generalitat of Catalunya (the government) decides to make a referendum on October 1, 2017. This referendum according to Spain it is illegal, since at moment the objective of Spain is to stop this movement, and it places the political leaders in jail. As a result of this event, independence is symbolized by the yellow colour, meaning the freedom of these political prisoners and also of the community of Catalonia. This helped to create a new myth with ideologies of different parties that are against to that, and it has created the need of a full democracy.

From here, Spain applies article 155 of the constitution on October 27, 2017, which will be that the Spanish government can manage the finances, have the control of the councils, dismiss office, dissolve the parliament or suspend the Autonomy of Catalonia:

“If an autonomous community did not comply with the obligations established by the Constitution or other laws, or acted in a manner that seriously distorts the general interest of Spain, the Government, upon prior request to the President of the Autonomous Community and, in the event that it does not attend, with the approval by an absolute majority of the Senate, may take the necessary measures to force it to enforce the obligations in order to protect said general interest. In implementing the measures set forth in the previous section, the Government may give instructions to all the authorities of the autonomous communities. “ 
(Spanish Constitution, 1978)(1). 
This article is withdrawn on June 2, 2018. In addition, political prisoners, from October 30, 2017 to October 14, 2019, go through a trial of the Supreme Court of Spain, which when it ends, there are sentences between 9 and 13 years in prison. Thanks to the retransmission of the trial for television, it could be seen that it was not fair, thus transforming for many Catalans the political prisoners into symbols, which mean freedom and justice. During the last month of October and November, revolts and demonstrations have been seen in Catalonia and in some locations in Spain claiming a fair justice and a full democracy and showing the new myth.


RELIGION AND MONARCHY

Religion And monarchy has always been closely linked to ,what can be seen in the so-called, Catholic kings, like many other European countries. These two styles have also led us to the path of conquests for many years and to control many aspects of the territory to the present. When Spain was Republican, it moved further away from the Catholic religion and the monarchy, until Franco was in power, where he united religion and monarch again with force.

The family of the Bourbons (kings of Spain) was fleeing from Spain because of the 2nd Republic, which ends with Franco's coup, this one gives them free means to return and number the exile of Spain his successor in 1969, so that when the dictator died, who would have someone to continue the work of fascism, Juan Carlos I of Bourbon. When Franco died in 1975, after two days he was proclaimed King of Spain. Having a monarch according to the Franco regime.

At the moment Spain is an aconfessional country, but with approximately 70% of catholic believers and fortunately, with a parliamentary monarchy. Even though the number of non-believers and anti monarchists goes up over the years, the government does not want to make a referendum to ask the population because the government's symbol of the monarchy represents a way to exercise direct power to the population and at the same time as a savoir with a demonstration of the power of the monarchy. Even though this is the meaning of the government, and what it have to be whit denotation, much of the society sees it connotatively as something useless and therefore for the people the monarchy means a cost of money. The same applies to religion, since part of the population finds it unnecessary and the same does not mean the same. Changes in the society's vision about monarchy or religion are possibly due to a change in thinking and / or context. Could you say that they are old-fashioned and are not renewed? For example, in Catalonia compared to Spain, there is less population that agrees with the monarchy, since he believes he does not represent them. This fact also happens with the catholic church generation after generation.

On the other hand, this change of religion and monarchy, despite having real data, may be thought to be uncertain because of the last elections. Almost half of the seats are from right-wing and ultra-right parties that defend these values. So how does society reflect if the right goes up but, on the other hand, statistics on monarchy and religion go down?

Finally, both lands often see things and signs differently, especially connotatively and create different meanings for the same symbols. Semiotics allow the reader to interpret the relationship between both, so that the subject was opened. Objectively history changes but subjectively not.

As I said before, I am in favor of independence, but I have tried to be quite neutral and to contrast the information I have found so that the reader can create his own opinion without imposing my own and can interpetate the text through semiotics.
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