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Islamic Jurisprudence is derived from four agreed upon sources of law; The Quran, Sunnah, Ijma and Qiyas, Okon (2012). The latter two being procedural sources of law, could not in theory, be used to set aside those rulings as stipulated in the Quran or by the Sunnah. In practice jurists, using the legal principles of Istishan and Urf, were able to revise existing rulings. However, this method had certain drawbacks as it involved arbitrary opinion and therefore any rulings derived from these could not be claimed as part of the revealed law, Amanat & Griffel (2007). To address this dilemma jurists of the Asharite School of Theology, and in particular, al-Ghazali, developed the Maslaha concept. The Maslaha concept, defined by the Oxford Studies Online, is a law derived based on public interest according to necessity and particular circumstance. 
The concept of Maslaha, was expounded by al-Ghazali towards the end of the 11th century. Ghazali defined Maslaha with respect to the benefit or the prevention of harm to religion, life, intellect, lineage and property, Syaputra et al. (2014). Ghazali’s work also included use of Maslaha in social economics and welfare, Gazanfar & Islahi (1997).
Ghazalis work allowed jurists to use this concept to derive new rulings. Over the course of the next four centuries four models of Maslaha were developed by jurists such as; al-Ghazali & Fakhr al-Din al-Razi (Shafi school, d.1210), Shihab al-Din al-Qarafi (Maliki school, d.1285), Najm al-Din al-Tufi (Hanbali school, d.1316) and Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi (Maliki school, d.1388), Amanat & Griffel (2007). Historically, it was al-Ghazali and al-Razi’s model that were widely accepted amongst Islamic jurists.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The concept of Maslaha is being explored by modern scholars, looking at specific aspects of different models, with the aim of extending and adapting Islamic law in light of social change. Reformers of the late and early twentieth century include; Jamal al-Din al-Qasimi (1866-1914) and Muhammad Rashid Rida (1865-1935), Opwis (2005). These reformers using Tufis model, aimed at increasing the influence of the Ulema by strengthening Islamic law to make it relevant to the current era. Rida also sought to use Maslaha as a way to increase the participation of religious scholars in the affairs of the state. In a similar manner Qasimi wanted the Ulema to re-interpret Islamic rulings to make them relevant to the affairs of society. In essence both scholars sought to use Maslaha to overcome sectarianism within the Muslim communities and to unify the Ulema and for them to take a more progressive and innovative roles in society.
In today’s diverse and multi-cultural society, and the complexity of issues that requires the interaction of the whole community, Maslaha provides the legal tool by which many issues could be addressed. Morales (2016) provides a discussion how Maslaha can be used as a guide and basis for governance of society. Islamic economics, which seeks to protect human existence and wealth and is also an objective of Sharia, is another area that is currently being explored using the concept of Maslaha, Al-Daghistani (2016).
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