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‘A Digital Poster, entitles “Start at My Feet”, in which you briefly outline how a school works with the wider community. The poster should be followed by a commentary. In the commentary, explain how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school, e.g. pupil well-being. Demonstrate your understanding by referring to the ideas, concepts and literature from lectures and your bridging experiences.’












SEE OTHER DOCUMENT FOR POSTER
The quote, “It takes a village to raise a child” (African Proverb, no date) originates from the idea that a contribution of the family, the community and the role of the other important figures within a child’s life, particularly in their early childhood, is what shapes the success and their ability to achieve levels of attainment. Education is a vital part of early childhood as it can underpin the success of a child’s ability to develop, which moulds them for later on in life. Children will often have to experience barriers that they will need to overcome, so it is vital that a team of people work with the child in order for them to maintain a successful education and development. Schools across Wales have a variety of ways in which a child can access support if needed, with the assistance of the family and the community. Bridging experiences have allowed me to gain knowledge of the work that occurs behind the scenes in bringing up a child in a way that looks after them holistically within an educational setting. It has also allowed me gain an understanding of how School X aim to gain social justice for each child, meaning there is equality in terms of being able to meet needs and the children being able to reach their educational goals and full potential (Smith, 2016).  Several opportunities exist for parental and wider community involvement that support family units within the area, but lead back to the vital upbringing of the child. This essay highlights the ways in which School X succeed in shaping the teaching and learning of children, and reaching social justice within education by supporting the families and the community surrounding the child. 

Children, teachers and the surrounding community are always at the centre of a school environment. So, it is important that a conscious effort is made to support the families of the children within each educational network. Education is often the first step in a child’s independence, which can be a difficult transition for the child, and family. Therefore it is vital that the children and the family are prepared for the child, as each parent will want their child to succeed and grow into their capabilities. (Alabama Cooperative Extension System, 2012), of which should begin from the support of the school. School X ensures that relationships are built with the families of the children from the first point of contact through extensive phone calls, online meetings, and home visits to establish essential information regarding the child’s legal name, age, address and even if any present or suspected additional learning needs present. The home visit allows the child and family to meet the staff surrounding the child through their first year within education. Additionally, it gives the child and family and chance to start making connections within the school, so parents and carers feel more comfortable through the schools transition process. 

As human beings, it is within our nature to form strong psychological attachment bonds with those we spend more time with, especially at such a young age. When without constant bonding with this person of attachment, distress, anxiety, anger or even uncertainty about being with anyone other than this attachment bond can occur (Bowlby, 1975, p.5).  Although natural for children to feel uneasy about leaving their parents when starting in education, many different methodological solutions exist, prompting an easier process for the family and child. These methods can create opportunities meaning children can overcome worries of being separated from their primary attachment figures, by building their resilience and making them ready to learn. The Welsh Government highlight the importance of getting to know the child by acknowledging successes, spending time talking to them about things they enjoy, their talents, their dislikes, and even their worries or concerns, and thus the great effects these bonding moments have on forming trusting but professional relationships between the child and teacher (Welsh Government, 2012). 

Pupil engagement in the different areas of learning is key for a child’s ability to succeed within their education, as well as their development.  Nowadays, teachers don’t just teach children literacy and maths, they teach children to become learners via the new curriculum especially the four purposes. Although, at the young age of five that a child begins compulsory education, teaching the ability to learn can be taught via levels of independence through play and discovery within the foundation phase (Welsh Government, 2015), with a trusting relationship with the teacher vital. Furthermore, “learning is pretty much impossible” without a child trusting the teacher (Parr, 2020). Therefore, by School X spending time with the children, they are present at their educational onset, and it builds foundations for the child’s ability to trust them which continues through the early days of their schooling. It also is necessary for a teacher to support aspects of the twelve pedagogical principles, especially supporting social and emotional development and positive relationships as “children learn better when they experience positive emotions” which can start to be experienced from the first contact with the teacher (Donaldson, 2015). So, from the early stages of education, a child can learn to become a ‘ambitious capable learner’ (Welsh Government, 2015) by learning to build relationships and trust in others with the support of the school and the teacher, to become engaged within their learning to become successful learners. 

As highlighted by the Estyn Report, School X had great success in terms of the significant effort the staff provide to ensure provision of a tremendous quality of care for each child, and resultant benefits on the wellbeing standards of the children. The report highlights how wellbeing needs are addressed and highlighted through the use of rights and responsibilities, school assemblies and reflection (Estyn, 2016). Therefore, evidently, School X have identified methods such as building relationships with their learners to meet their holistic needs, essential for their engagement in their learning and their wellbeing in school.  

One’s ability to learn is based on several different factors. These factors can include a healthy diet, access to books or toys or even hygiene products, of which many of the families in School X lack or don’t have access to due to financial struggles, for example. Therefore, School X aim to provide and increase the amount of support they are giving to families for the betterment of their child’s future. Having a lack of basic care can have detrimental effects on ones education. In fact, in a recent report regarding child and family poverty, a survey found that 94% of people argued that education is effected by poverty (McFarlane, 2022). This is why it is important for each family to have access to additional support if needed. By School X giving families access to all of the basic necessities they need for a child to succeed within their education, it means the child is in the best possible position to come into school each morning, with the best mindset and therefore outcomes during the day. 

There has been research into a clear link between areas of poverty in Wales and lower attainment. This meant that as a part of the Welsh Government’s strategy to reduce the attainment gap is to provide student, family and community interventions. 33% of children in School X are eligible for Free School Meals, which is above the national average (Estyn, 2016) . Due to the locality of the school, it typically attracts children who are considered as living in poverty. Therefore, it is important that the school do all they can to support children at home as well as in school. Not only does this have an impact on their ability to learn and develop, but it’s a right of the child. United Nations Conventions of the Rights of the Child article six, states that “you have the right to life, to grow up and reach your full potential”, but this cannot be achieved without article twenty four that states “you have the right to have clean water, nutritious food, a clean environment and good healthcare when you need it” (Childs Commissioner Wales, 2011). 

It is important to recognise that children cannot learn successfully without access to basic needs. Maslow’s hierarchy of needs states that children must have access to physiological needs such as food, water, warmth and rest before they can reach self-actualisation (McLeod, 2018). According to UNICEF, 1 in 3 children are malnourished, which can lead to poor brain development, weak learning and an increased risk of missing school due to illness (UNICEF, 2019). Therefore, by School X giving the families access to nutritious food, hygiene products, books and toys, it can optimise the chances the children have at a successful education, thus supported by the new curriculums aim to be ‘healthy confident individuals’ (Welsh Government, 2015). Additionally, the use of the schools transport means parents who cannot or struggle to get their children to school can use this resource to ensure their child does not miss out on vital learning experiences. 

The Estyn report for School X highlighted the partnership work with the families and community as “excellent” as they use their voluntary programmes within the school to inform the parents of the recommendations for the children’s needs, so each parent becomes aware of the best ways of providing for their child, developmentally and educationally, and how to access further support and resources if needed (Estyn, 2016). This means that each family can provide the best support for their child, allowing them to reach their full potential, whilst looking after their holistic development and wellbeing.

From previous points, it is clear to see that the family and community play a significant role in a child’s development and educational success. This is why it is important for all roles within a child’s life to be considered in their upbringing. It means School X can become one step closer to meeting social justice and giving every child equity within their educational experiences, regardless of their circumstances at home (Smith, 2016). Deprived areas typically have a lack of employment. According to the Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation (WIMD) report, unemployment can be held accountable for 22% of the deprivation rates across Wales (Welsh Government, 2019). Thus questioning whether families within the community of School X struggle to fulfil the needs of their children due to unemployment and the lack of a steady income. Egan provides evidence on how the attainment gap between children living in poverty and those living securely are achieving differently. Egan establishes that although this gap is often closed within the early years of primary education, it can widen at the age of fifteen especially with regards to achieving success and qualifications in English and Maths (Egan, 2013). Therefore it is important that School X put interventions in place to not only support the families of the community, but to aim to meet social justice and reduce the attainment gap. 
In order to provide the people with employment opportunities, School X introduced a programme called ‘Dock Leaf’. ‘Dock Leaf’ aims to provide job opportunities for the people of the community (Thomas, 2019). It runs alongside the FAST (Families and Schools Together) programme to increase the amount of employable workers that can be put back into the community (Save the Children, no date). This allows these people to gain qualifications and potential employment, putting their families and more people in the community in a stable financial state. A state that can ‘break the cycle of unemployment’ by being in a position where they can provide for their children. School X also has an intervention whereby families within the community can access resources and basics for their household in order to provide for their families. For example, they provide a range of books and toys for children to borrow, as well as healthy snacks, toiletries, nappies and other hygiene products. These items are set up in a way that allow parents and families to take what they need in an non-judgemental manner. 
These interventions put in place means that School X are giving people in the community the opportunity to work alongside the school to support them with their difficulties at home. In particular,  financial struggles that may have detrimental effects on the wellbeing of the children, which Estyn have seen as effective practise with School X (Estyn, 2016). Therefore this shows that not only is this project providing job opportunities, but its providing a service to the community that offers parenting guidance and allows the community to gain a better understanding of the value of education for the children within the community (Thomas, 2019). This allows the children to be put at the centre of their learning and at the heart of their care for a better educational outcome. 
To conclude, it is fair to say that School X have been reported as having great success with regards to significant efforts to work alongside families and the community to benefit the children’s development and education. It is important that educational settings cover all areas in terms of allowing children to reach their full potential. Bridging experiences have allowed me to see how School X use the challenges within their community such as the severe areas of poverty and uses them provide opportunities for the people within the community. All of which have positive effects on the children in their home environments and well as in school, that put them in a better position in terms of being ready to become successful learners. This is why I hope to use the key pedagogy to encourage collaboration with parents in their child’s learning (Welsh Government, 2019). Furthermore, I have learned the significance of communicating with the children within a classroom and how so little can do so much for one’s wellbeing. This is something I hope to bring to the classroom as it demonstrates how building trusting relationships can not only support their wellbeing but be an eye opener for any safeguarding issues or concerns within the home (Welsh Government, 2012) ensuring that the children are at the centre of their care. 
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