SHOE 5010
Sustainable expeditions

‘Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs’ (World Commission for Environment, 1987)

Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro (1992)

· Setting of environmental targets on CO2 omissions etc.

Environmental focus ………

IOL SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
Members of the Institute will always endeavour to ensure that they and those for whom they are responsible will: 

* Promote an awareness and respect for the natural environment.

* Have some understanding about how the landscape, plants, animals and humans are interrelated and minimise the disturbance to wildlife. 

* Exercise care and concern for the environment.

* Minimise adverse impact on natural resources.

* Minimise the collection and removal of samples from sites and prohibit the collection and removal from sensitive sites. 

* Ensure the safe return of live animals and fish to their habitats.

* Manage the use of activity and study sites, taking into consideration their use by others, and in honeypot locations liaising with other groups to effect local policies on their use. 

* Avoid sites which are subject to severe erosion or which may need additional protection in extreme weather conditions. 

* Consider the need for repair, maintenance or conservation work at sites and when appropriate carry out or assist with such work. 

* Liaise with landowners, local communities and other organisations over any activities which may affect them or the land over which they have control or an interest in and to respect local byelaws and access agreements. 

*Ensure that interference or annoyance to local people is minimised particularly when carrying out research. 

* Wherever possible assist local communities to have use of any provided facilities or services and contribute to the activities of the community as is appropriate. 

* Respect the interests of people who live and work in the countryside and ensure the minimum amount of nuisance. 

* Maximise the reduction of waste and environmentally economic recycling.

* Ensure sustainable purchasing practices which minimise freight travel distances.
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In addition to its relevance to environmental sustainability there is an increasing recognition that the concept of sustainability has far broader implications related to developing sustainable programmes of study and sustainable professional communities. Underpinning this broader understanding of sustainable practice is the recognition of individual and collective choice and that each one of us can make choices in aspects of our personal and professional lives that promotes sustainable growth and practice. Staff are encouraged to raise students awareness of the potential choices available to them in pursuit of sustainable practice in outdoor education.   

Eg. 

Individual choices we make to use a car, to eat healthily or to be honest in relationships.

Democratic choices made by a community related to children’s safety, neighbourhood crime and support for the elderly
Ethical choices made by a group of architects to use environmentally friendly products or by a group of medical practitioners to research and use certain drugs.
Political choices to promote arms sales and eradicate proverty.

Consider
How the concept of Sustainability applies to EXPEDITION participants.

What do you need to consider to make the expedition SUSTAINABLE for 

· the INDIVIDUAL 

· the GROUP

See also: Cooper, G. The Contribution of Outdoor Education to Environmental Awarness and Sustainability, in P. Barnes and B. Sharp (Eds), The RHP Companion to Outdoor Education, Dorset: Russell House Publishing, 2004.

