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Magistrates can hear cases in criminal, family, or youth court. Their responsibility can vary depending on the jurisdiction but are often crucial to the fair administration of justice in the local community. An outline of the duties and functions of the magistrates in the legal system will be given in this paper. 
The magistrates’ role has been present in the United Kingdom for over 650 years, developed in time, and become an essential part of the Judiciary, in proportion of 85%.
It dates back to 1195 when Richard 1 appointed the keepers of the peace and In 1361, a statute was passed giving justices of the peace the power to handle minor criminal violations, which laid the foundation for the modern magistracy in the UK. Over time, the magistracy's duties expanded to include more severe criminal offenses and civil disputes. ( Magistrate Association. n.d. )
During the 14th century, the position of a justice of the peace was created to enhance the effectiveness of judicial administration in local regions. At first, the Crown was responsible for appointing justices; however, as the role gained more prominence, local authorities took over the appointment process.
Throughout the years, magistrates were able to give their legal aid to local people, make decisions in transportation, building highways or new bridges. Their powers developed over the years from hanging, transportation, and maintenance to the modern magistracy. ( Magistrate Association. n.d. )
After 1919 women were allowed to become magistrates and they are now in proportion of 56%.  ( Magistrate Association. n.d. )
Magistrates are ordinary people, without legal qualifications, are not paid, and are volunteers.
Anyone can become a magistrate as long as they are between 18 and 74 of age, have a good character, good understanding and communication, good social awareness, maturity and sound temperament, sound judgment, commitment and reliability. ( Magistrate Association. n.d. ). However, it is crucial to receive training before hearing a case. There are a few restrictions though, those who are private detectives, educational welfare officers, police and crime commissioners Makanzie friends and those who work for prison service and prison escort contract services, cannot become a magistrate due to the conflict of interest. (Ministry of Justice.n.d.)
The training is provided by the Judicial College and is consistent of numerous courses. They will be mentored by an experienced magistrate. ( Magistrate Association. n.d. )
[bookmark: _Hlk134122297]Magistrates in local courts hear cases that affect their community, including criminal and civil issues in both the Family Court and Magistrates' Courts. Typically, magistrates sit in benches of two or three, but only one, the presiding justice, speaks and presides over the proceedings, though all three magistrates have equal decision-making power. The two magistrates on either side are called "wingers." Some judges handle cases involving defendants under 18 in the youth court to gain experience, while magistrates may also sit with a judge in the Crown Court when hearing appeals against convictions or sentences. (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary. N.d)
For magistrates to make fair, impartial, and transparent decisions, they must act promptly and provide clear and unbiased judgments. They should also have the ability to understand complex information and identify relevant issues. Magistrates should value and respect different perspectives, show empathy and compassion to those involved, and have a good understanding of societal issues. Communication skills are also crucial, including the ability to listen actively, speak confidently and sensitively, and adapt communication style to the situation at hand. 
To excel in their work, they must have self-awareness and be open to learning new things. They should be flexible in their thinking to consider other viewpoints and be ready to absorb new information. Maintaining their competence is also crucial, so they must take advantage of opportunities to learn and develop their skills. (Ministry of Justice. n.d.)

As professionals who work and interact with people, magistrates should be personable and trustworthy. They must inspire trust and confidence in others and be able to work efficiently both alone and collaboratively. Additionally, they should involve people in decision-making and encourage their participation while being mindful of any biases towards them or others.
Magistrates preside over cases in lower courts, responsible for determining guilt or innocence and imposing appropriate penalties or fines. They listen to cases and deliver verdicts.
Magistrates have the duty of upholding the law and ensuring that justice is served in every case they oversee.
Impartiality is a key characteristic of magistrates, who are expected to give both the prosecution and defense an equal opportunity to present their case.
Magistrates play a vital role in safeguarding the community by holding criminals accountable for their actions and enforcing appropriate consequences.( Allbon and Dua. 2020/2021)
Although magistrates provide a helpful and community-based justice system for individuals and neighbourhoods, their lack of legal expertise and training can be a significant disadvantage. This may result in inconsistent rulings and sentences, particularly in cases where matters of race, gender or social class are involved, which could be influenced by inadvertent biases or prejudices. Despite this, magistrates are known to be attuned to local issues and can make decisions that reflect the unique circumstances of the area.
The closure of magistrates' courts across the UK has raised concerns in recent years. This could potentially cause defendants, witnesses, and solicitors to travel longer distances, resulting in increased expenses and potential delays in the justice system.
The magistrates' courts play a crucial role in the UK's judicial system by providing a convenient local option for handling many criminal matters. However, concerns have been raised about the workload, diversity, and training of the magistracy, highlighting the need for change. 
Improving the diversity of the magistrature is an important area that still needs attention, despite recent progress. There are concerns that the communities represented by magistrates are not fully reflected. The government has taken steps to address this issue, including mentorship programs and targeted recruitment efforts.
One proposed reform is the establishment of a single judicial system, which would allow minor offenses to be handled by a single magistrate without a full hearing. This would not only ensure more efficient handling of matters but also alleviate the strain on magistrates. (Cambridgeshire district council. n.d)  
Improving the diversity of the magistrature is an important area that still needs attention, despite recent progress. There are concerns that the communities represented by magistrates are not fully reflected. The government has taken steps to address this issue, including mentorship programs and targeted recruitment efforts.
[bookmark: _Hlk134120181]There have also been calls for magistrates to receive better training, especially in understanding and meeting the needs of defense attorneys who may be at risk. In response, the Judicial College has developed various training courses, such as those focused on learning disabilities and mental health. (Judicial College. 2012) 
Some people argue that there should be additional reforms in the magistracy system, including the creation of formal qualifications for magistrates and the establishment of a national body to oversee their hiring and training. While the magistracy plays a vital part in the UK justice system, there is still room for improvement to ensure that it effectively serves the communities it represents.(Courts and Tribunals Judiciary. 2018)

One advantage of using magistrates in the criminal justice system is that it is usually less expensive than using judges or a jury trial. This is because magistrates are unpaid and do not require a court reporter, which helps to lower the overall cost of the criminal justice system.
Being involved in the community is important for magistrates as they are often locals who understand the community's needs. This helps ensure that justice is served in a manner that takes into account the community's needs and is viewed as fair and impartial.
Magistrates can quickly hear cases and make decisions, which helps reduce the criminal justice system's backlog and ensures prompt justice
One issue with the current system is that magistrates are not required to have any legal education. This could potentially affect their ability to make informed decisions in complex cases and could result in inconsistencies in the quality of their rulings.
Compared to judges, magistrates have limited powers and can only make certain decisions, such as granting bail or imposing specific penalties. This can result in cases being escalated to higher courts, which can be more time-consuming and expensive.
Another potential issue with the selection of magistrates is the lack of diversity in the pool of candidates. This can result in a limited understanding of the perspectives and experiences of certain populations, potentially impacting the fairness and impartiality of decisions.( Allbon and Dua. 2020/2021)

In conclusion,magistrates play a crucial role in the UK court system by overseeing a variety of cases, making vital determinations regarding guilt and innocence, and issuing verdicts. Although magistrates provide advantages such as affordability and accessibility, they also have drawbacks such as limited training and authority, susceptibility to prejudice, and a lack of diversity among their membership.
In recent years, efforts have been made to address challenges in the judicial system by implementing reforms that aim to promote diversity, increase the significance of magistrates, and enhance training. However, more work needs to be done to ensure that judges are able to deliver unbiased rulings that uphold the principles of justice and equality for all members of society.
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