






EVALUATE HOW CAN POLICING MODELS SUPPORT EVIDENCE- BASED POLICING (EBP)? 
Introduction 
The Police Foundation was founded in 1970. Person which outlined the definition of EBP (evidence- based policing) in 1998 was Lawrence Sherman in Sherman’s Police Foundation lecture. In earlier decades there were many experiments used in order to improve policing methods. Evidence – based policing seeks to identify what works in policing and how to prevent the crime. There are certain stages of EBP such as gather the existing evidence, assess the existing evidence, undertake data research, implement the findings, evaluate the outcomes and implementation. 

Main Body
What is EBP and what it stands for? By introducing the meaning of evidence -based policing students understand that by studying everything that police officers do helps them determine what works and what does not work. By rigorously studying what prevents crime and disorder police officers can determine what works more accurately and what is promising (The American Society of Evidence-Based Policing, 2023). 
“The concept of evidence-based policing simply says that police practices should be based upon scientific evidence about what works best” (Sherman, 1998). 
Sherman (1998) focused on two dimensions of a research in policing. First being the usage of the results of scientifically rigorous evaluation of law enforcement tactics and strategies to guide policing decisions. As a second dimension of a policing research Sherman (1998) considered generating and applying the knowledge gained and confirmed by the research and indisputable sources into policing practices (Lum and Koper, 2017).
Evidence -based policing is about transferring police research into digestible forms that can be used to alter police tactics, strategies, accountability systems, and training (Lum, Koper and Telep, 2011). It is an approach that emphasizes the use of scientifically proven research to guide policing practices in order to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of policing strategies (Sherman, 1999).
The role of the police officer is to make other people's lives safer and better. Police officers protect and serve community but as a new graduates, having academic knowledge and in-house training, what do they know about police strategies and police tactics? Every police officer receives training on policing tactics and procedures but when it comes to their day-to-day duties they need to focus and reliance on their experience and intuition which cannot be learnt and gained at the university. 
That’s where evidence – based policing is used to explore which strategies are effective, explore whether they work for everyone in a same way and aren’t harmful to others. Police officers must always ensure that they provide the most efficient and most effective services hence tactics and methods which they use must be tested and proven to work as this is being a massive part of their responsibilities. To guide and evaluate policing practices and different strategies the best evidence should always be used (The American Society of Evidence-Based Policing, 2023). 
Evidence-based policing uses policing evidence to define the effectiveness of ongoing practice. To improve the effectiveness and efficiency of law enforcement strategies those methods involve strong research findings, analysis, application of data and systematic collection and updates to ensure that resources are allocated in the most efficient and impactful manner (Lum and Koper, 2015). 
Relying on strong and proven evidence enhances decision making. There will never be answers to all the questions which evidence-based policing supports, indicates, and guides as there will always be times when police officers make a critical decision, in a split of a second. The nature of policing profession makes it exceptional and challenging. Scientifically proven evidence-based policing helps police officers operate more successfully and keeps them safe. It reduces crime and improves relations between police and communities which they serve and protect (The American Society of Evidence- Based Policing, 2023). 
Usage of evidence-based policing supports effective policing tactics. By using proven tactics police officers can reduce the crime and address the issues which are causing harm to the public. Evidence- based approach supports decision making. Usage of defensible data and research helps police professionals to locate more police officers in the places identified as “hot spots” where levels of crime and disorder are higher than the others (Braga and Weisburd, 2010). 
Additional studies related to crime reduction in “hot spots “areas have shown that when police officers are located to certain high-risk areas for 15 min patrols it decreases the crime that lasts for about two hours (The American Society of Evidence- Based Policing, 2023, Braga 2001).  
[bookmark: _Hlk140094237]Lum and Koper (2017) argues that this method of policing is grounded in the idea that it supports policies and practices by its research, evidence and analytics. Both authors mentioned above continue they research saying that evidence- based policing is not blindly determined by the research. Lum and Koper (2017) proven in their book that translating and using the research in police daily practice is much more complex and nuanced in reality while the notion of evidence- based policing may seem reasonable in theory. Police performance was found to improve by growing knowledge of alternatives to the standard models of policing. Dominant forces behind police decision making in the past such as rigid use of perceived practices, traditional and stubborn reliance on experience, emotions and gut feelings are now challenged by an evidence- based approach (Lum and Koper, 2017). 
Approach to policing written by Lum and Koper (2017) answers the question whether evidence- based policing is another alternative to the police models. It transcends case-by-case and procedures-orientated policing approach into daily police officer activities. That’s a “yes”. As a “no” it is not an alternative to the standard policing model as it does not reject or stand to any of these alternative approaches or standard models of policing. As an approach to law enforcement evidence- based policing suggests that usage of certain approaches to achieve an outcome should be connected to desired results. An evidence- based approach means that police can no longer ignore knowledge gained from research in regard to aspects of policing models or decision- making process. This method provides guidance on achieving the outcomes that police themselves wish to accomplish (Lum and Koper, 2017). 
Mitchel and Lewis (2017) argue that police research has reached a level of acceptance so that executive management has an ethical obligation to their communities to use evidence-based practices (Mitchel and Lewis, 2017).
There are many other entries and methods in evidence-based policing other than research itself. Citizens, community groups, social service workers, courts, schools and many other groups have a stake and a say in what the police do, complicating the implementation of evidence- based policing further (Sanderson, 2002). 
Policing models play a crucial role in supporting EBP (evidence-based policing). They are known to provide a guide, framework and structures that facilitate the integration of research findings into police practices. Let’s explore how one of policing models called POP (Problem- Orientated Policing) first articulated by Goldstein (1979, 1990) supports evidence- based policing. The POP model questions the focus on responding to individual calls for service. Police agencies believe that POP model is too complex, too involved and resource intensive for police officers to accomplish as part of their regular duties (Lum and Koper,2015). POP tends to involve heavy reliance on enforcement tactics in total which was called by some authors as “shallow” problem solving (Braga and Bond 2008, Braga and Weisburd 2006). Rather than responding to incidents POP model focuses on addressing and identifying the cause of crime. It involves problem solving, analysing its roots, developing response and evaluating effectiveness. Problem- orientated policing supports EBP (evidence- based policing) by encouraging police to focus on proven evidence. POP is based on premise that simple changes can avoid crime opportunities and they could be as little as increasing CCTV surveillance, improve street lighting tackle hot spots (Sherman, Gartin, and Buerger 1989). Police can identify trends and risk factors by using crime mapping and analysis. By using data- driven approach information can be used by the police to develop evidence- based strategies. By incorporating research and analysis into problem- solving methods police can achieve effectiveness and efficiency of their tactics and strategies. As a great example of POP model usage in policing industry it might be worth mentioning ”The Corridor Safety Program” which decreased the rate of fatal collisions and saved at least 21 lives in first year of its implementation. Herman Goldstein, the winner and finalist of PERF’s 2001, used problem- orientated policing model to address community problems. His strategy to reduce injuries and fatalities along a busy highway corridor in California worked extremely well. The California Highway Patrol formed a multi- disciplinary task force to complete a comprehensive analysis which consisted of a detailed review of accident data and factors involved. Detailed action plan comprised of four main areas: enforcement, emergency services, engineering and public education. The information collected by the task force led to the development of a comprehensive action plan designed to enhance traffic safety. As a response to comprehensive research and analysis there were multiple changes introduced such as increased fines, signage improvements, enhanced enforcement of traffic laws, increased public awareness and many more. The California Highway Patrol Corridor Safety concept achieved by using POP model was very successful in improving safety and identifying issues. The efforts of this method were very satisfactory as fatal collisions were reduced in 5 years' time by 10 percent and injury collections were reduced by 32 percent. Another very positive effect of POP concept is continuing improvement and its benefits. Police officers and local residents are heavily involved to keep public attention focused on public safety. According to Goldstein (1990), the corridor safety concept works well within the Problem- Orientated Policing analytical model (Goldstein, 1990). 
Weisburd and Braga (2006) argues that police industry has improved massively within the last two decades by developing new practices that have reformed and changed the whole policing industry. They continue their research saying that police have crafted new strategies of crime control, introduced evidence- based policing, problem- orientated policing, hot spots policing as well as new technologies into crime prevention and innovative crime analysis approaches such as crime mapping. They argued in their research about the importance of adopting the new norms of evidence- based policing in policing and taking a new approach in ownership of police science which will facilitate the implementation of evidence- based practices in policing and change the fundamental relationship between research and practice (Weisburd and Braga, 2006). Situation where police take ownership of police science from the universities to police agencies will improve policing (Weisburd, 2011). 

Conclusion  
The biggest challenge of evidence -based policing is to adapt research knowledge to guide decision making and incorporate it into regular system of policing. “Evidence- based policing is a decision– making perspective, not a panacea” (Lum and Koper, 2017). According to Welsh (2009) the main outcome of interest is crime prevention so while it is acknowledged that evidence- based policing can serve other useful purposes such as improving police training standards the “bottom line” is still a crime prevention (Welsh, 2009). There is a need for an articulated knowledge on which reliable findings be communicated, implemented and taught (Lum and Koper, 2017). 
Crime prevention is an art. The art of crime prevention can be evaluated and guided by the science of measuring effects. As everything else even scientific evaluation of crime prevention have its weaknesses and strengths. Scientific knowledge is provisional and that’s its biggest and major limitations. That’s because its accuracy of generalization to all programs drawn is uncertain. On the other hand, the rules of science provide a consistent way to draw conclusions about cause and effects and that is considered as the major strength of scientific evaluation (Lum and Koper, 2017). 
Lum and Koper (2017) argued that theories can be disproved or revised by another findings and outcomes. Limitations suggests that more research equals more confidence that the theory is true. “The strenght of the scientific method is that there are widely agreed-upon rules for assessing the level of certainty that a conclusion in any one test is correct” (Lum and Koper, 2017).
Implementation of EBP (evidence- based policing) contributes towards building a proper understanding of the problem and various factors involved in successful policy delivery. EBP helps measure success and improves communication between police and community. 
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