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[bookmark: _Toc203606109]Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development
[bookmark: _Toc203606110]1.1 Paper Details 
This report examines the research paper entitled ‘She didn’t know how to go back’: School attendance problem in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic— A multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals, written by Brontë McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester and Daniel Michelson and published in 2023. The paper was published in the British Journal of Educational Psychology.
[bookmark: _Toc203606111][bookmark: _Toc203606112]1.2 Main Topic or Problem Explored in the Paper
The paper explores school attendance problems among primary-school-aged children in the context of COVID-19 pandemic. The researchers were interested in understanding how attendance difficulties developed or changed during this period and what factors may have contributed to them. The study also explored how parents and professionals understood these difficulties and what support was available or needed. It highlighted challenges associated with returning to school, including anxiety, changes in routine and the needs of children with special educational needs (SEN). The research therefore examines school attendance problems in relation to children’s wider circumstances rather than viewing absence as an isolated issue.
1.3 Who Is the Research About?
The research focuses on primary-school-aged children experiencing school attendance problems during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, the participants who provided the research data were their parents and professionals involved in supporting children with attendance difficulties. Including these different perspectives helped the researchers develop a broader understanding of the experience and factors connected with children’s school attendance problems.
[bookmark: _Toc203606113]1.4 Why Is This Topic Important in UK Health and Social Care?
School attendance problems are closely connected to wider issues affecting children and families, including mental health, special educational needs (SEN) and difficulties within the home and school environment. Gubbels, van der Put and Assink (2019) identified several risk factors associated with school absenteeism, showing that attendance difficulties can have multiple causes. Kearney and Graczyk (2014) emphasise the importance of early identification and intervention, while Havik, Bru and Ertesvåg (2014) highlight how factors within the school environment can contribute to school refusal. This is relevant to health and social care because children experiencing attendance problems may need support from families, schools, mental health services and other professionals. McDonald et al. (2023) also highlight how SEN and pre-existing anxiety may be relevant to school attendance difficulties during the pandemic.
[bookmark: _Toc203606114]Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question
[bookmark: _Toc203606115]2.1 Research Question(s) or Objectives
McDonald et al. (2023) aimed to understand school attendance problems among primary-school-aged children during the COVID-19 pandemic. The research explored how attendance problems developed or appeared, what community-based responses could support children experiencing these difficulties, and which areas of community support required further development. By considering the perspectives of parents and professionals, the study aimed to develop a clearer understanding of the factors contributing to attendance problems and identify ways in which children and families could be better supported.
[bookmark: _Toc203606116]Section 3: Understanding the Research Methods
[bookmark: _Toc203606117]3.1 Overview of Quantitative, Qualitative, and Mixed-Methods Research
The approach used in research depends on what the researcher wants to find out. Quantitative research is mainly concerned with numerical definition, which can be used to measure findings, recognise patterns and make comparisons. In contrast, qualitative research aims to understand how people experience or view a particular issue, so it often explores their thoughts, feelings and opinions through methods such as interview and open-ended questions. A mixed-methods approach brings these two forms of research together, allowing a study to use both numerical findings and detailed personal accounts when investigating a research problem (Creswell and Creswell, 2018).
McDonald et al. (2023) describe their study as a qualitative mixed-method design because they used two different qualitative methods in sequence. The first phase involved qualitative online surveys, while the second phase used semi-structured interviews. In this study, however, the term qualitative mixed-method design refers to the use of more than one qualitative method rather than a combination of quantitative and qualitative data. The use of these methods provided the researchers with detailed information about the experiences and views of parents and professionals in relation to children’s school attendance problems.
[bookmark: _Toc203606118][bookmark: _Toc203606119]3.2 Research Methodology Used in Your Chosen Paper and Why
The approach taken by McDonald et al. (2023) was well suited to the complexity of school attendance problems, as these difficulties can be influenced by different circumstances and experienced differently by children, families and professionals. Using two qualitative methods allowed the researchers to collect information from a wider range of participants and then explore relevant experiences in greater depth. The online surveys provided an opportunity to gather views from parents and professionals, while the semi-structured interviews allowed participants to discuss their experiences in more detail. This combination supported the researchers in developing a broader understanding of attendance difficulties and the types of support that may be needed.
3.3 Primary and Secondary Data: Definitions, Differences, and Application to Your Paper
Researchers can obtain information either by collecting it themselves or by using information that is already available. Primary data is gathered directly from participants or through observations specifically for the research being carried out. Examples include interviews and surveys, where the researcher collects information for the study. Second data, however, comes from material that has previously been collected or published by researchers, organisations or public bodies. This may include academic studies, government statistics and existing reports. Therefore, primary data is produced for current research, while secondary data was originally gathered for a different purpose and is later used to support another study (Creswell and Creswell, 2018). 
McDonald et al. (2023) collected primary qualitative data in two phases. In Phase 1, they used online qualitative surveys containing six open-ended questions. Parents were asked about their children’s attendance problems before and during the pandemic, their feelings about the situation, possible reasons for attendance difficulties, support they had received and additional support that might be useful. Professionals were asked about factors contributing to attendance problems, difficulties following school closures, examples of good practice and areas where services could be improved. The researchers received responses from 29 parents and 19 professionals.
In Phase 2, the researchers conducted semi-structured interviews with 10 parents and 12 professionals. Some participants had taken part in the first phase, while others joined specifically for the interview stage. The interviews were conducted by telephone or zoom, lasted approximately 45-60 minutes, and were recorded and transcribed. This allowed participants to discuss their experiences in greater depth and provided the researchers with detailed qualitative data for analysis (McDonald et al., 2023).
The researchers also reviewed existing academic literature to establish the background to the study. This literature represents secondary data because it had already been published by the other researchers. However, it was separate from the primary data collected directly from parents and professionals.
The qualitative data from the surveys and interviews were analysed using thematic framework analysis, based on the framework method described by Gale et al. (2013). The researchers used both deductive and inductive coding. Deductive coding involved beginning with categories informed by the research questions, while inductive coding allowed new ideas to emerge from the data. The researchers first familiarised the data, then created and refined a coding framework, before organising the information and identifying, mapping and interpreting the main themes. The analysis produces three main themes: contribution to school attendance problems, responses to these problems, and areas where additional support was needed. Other members of the research team were also involved in reviewing the themes, allowing different interpretations of the data to be considered. 











[bookmark: _Toc203606120]Section 4: Conclusion
In conclusion, this report examined McDonald et al. (2023), which explored school attendance problems among primary-school-aged children in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic. The study aimed to understand how attendance problems developed, what community-based responses could support children, and where further support was needed. The researchers used a qualitative mixed-method design, collecting primary data through online qualitative surveys and semi-structured interviews with parents and professionals. The data were analysed using thematic framework analysis, which helped the researchers identify patterns and develop three main themes relating to attendance problems, responses, and additional support.
Analysing this research paper has helped me develop a clearer understanding of how research is designed and conducted. I have learned that researchers need to select methods that are appropriate for the purpose of their study and that different types of data can provide different forms of evidence. I have also developed a better understanding of the difference between primary and secondary data and learned how qualitative information can be organised through thematic analysis. These research skills will support my future university studies by helping me read research papers more critically, understand how evidence has been collected, and consider whether research methods are appropriate for a particular topic. They will also be useful in health and social care practice when understanding evidence and considering how research can inform support for individuals and families.
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