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This essay will be discussing if race and class have an influence on youth offending in the uk, class is how society and the people are put into different groups based off socio-economic status, level of income, education and social network and then are put into a hierarchy (Cambridge Dictionary, 2022). There are many varied factors that contribute to why someone from a low class might commit crime such as environment factors, over policing and discrimination. High crime rates are often concentrated in urban areas considering poverty rates and significant ethnic minority (UK Governmentent, 2021). 

Race and crime are deeply linked, and statistics show that certain ethnic minority groups particularly black and Asian communities are Overrepresented in the criminal justice system and experiencing higher rates of stop and search, arrest and longer sentencing this is due to over policing in certain areas and therefore more ethnic minorities are found in the criminal justice system. According to the Ministry of justice (2024) stop and search for white individuals increased to 69% in 2022/23 however, black individuals where still disproportionately targeted this could be due to over policing in certain areas with ethnic minority or could be due to the police being institutional racist. Drug offenses were the most common conviction offense for all ethnic groups except for white and other, drug offenses accounted for 29% of offense for black people while 15% for white offenders in 2024 (ministry of justice, 2025). Some of the factors that contribute to this are institutional racism and therefore black people are more likely to be stop and searched than white individuals which contribute to why the black community is overrepresented in the criminal justice system. They also target youth, a greater proportion of children in prison were from minority ethnic groups 59% of under 18-year-olds were from minority ethnic groups. Labeling theory provides another explanation for the correlation between race and youth offending, if someone is continuously stoped by police and are labeled as a criminal, they may start to identify by that label and engage in further offending. Black individuals are more likely to be stereotyped by police and to be stopped more that white people, frequent encounters with the police could create feelings of mistrust and alienation from the wider society labeling theorist argue that this can’t the contribute to them filling this label and start to adapt criminal identities. This theory does not suggest that race causes crimes but highlight that society reactions and criminal justice practices can influence young people in to offending pathways based on there experiences (Kroska, A, et al, 2017).    
 
Sociologist have agreed that social class can influence offending behavior such as Morton’s strain theory which suggest that individuals may turn to crime when they are unable to achieve society’s success goals with the available opportunities and achieve those goals through legitimate means, he argues that crime was higher in working classes because they had fewer opportunities  to achieve material successes through legitimate means and the fore turn to crime to achieve marital success (ReviseSociology, 2016). Therefore, poverty is one of the main causes for youth violence and is associated with an increased risk of youth crime and violence, and that boys living in whithin families experiencing financial problems more likely to be involved in youth violence than girls (Clemmow er al,2025). Nonviolent crimes have more of a link with neighborhood depravation, in London the the more income deprived areas were 32% more likely to experience crimes in 2025 than the least income deprived areas (Trust for London,2025). There is a strong correlation between low income, neighborhood deprecation and higher rates of violent crimes, there are risk factors as to way someone would commit the crime that is from a low-income area such as persistent financial hardship, food insecurity and childhood adversity this can double the risk of being in contact with the criminal justice system (Youth Endowment fund, 2025). This shows that more deprived areas are more likely to commit crime in order to earn more money as a way to be able to buy basic niceties, however if they were to be put into prison, they had all of that provided for them such as a roof over their head and food to be able to eat.  Social learning theory can also be considered as if a young person is sounded by crime by family members, peers or gang insolvent they might believe that is normal to be involved within crime and the norm in their society and or have been peer pressured into crime (simply Psychology, 2025).  


However recently more children have been more involved with knife crime as roughly 18% of knife crime related offenses have been committed by children aged 10- 17 this is often driven by fear, exploitation, peer pressure and in need of protection and feel they are protected by a knife. The home office and the misery of justice have issued a guidance on how to deal with children caught with knives to be able to tackle knife crime in UK over the next decade and knife crime has decreased by 8% since 2024, and have been dealing with that are carrying knives by looking at them case by case to evaluate the risks and any safeguarding concerns and taking appropriate action to ensure that the individual necessary support and guidance to prevent any further offending (Home Office, 2026). 

In conclusion there is a link between race and class influencing youth offending for different reasons such as social class contributes to through poverty, depravation and limited opportunities, while race influences experiences within the criminal justice system through process of over policing and labeling. However, neither factor ozone causes offending and the combination of social, economic and individual circumstances should be considered when dealing with youth crime.    
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