	
	
	



Examine the importance of ‘policing by consent’ and the impact it has upon a modern-day police service.   
[bookmark: _Int_QNatyTGo][bookmark: _Int_YVGnqDpI]Policing by consent is an approach to policing that was created by Robert Peele. Robert Peele created the “9 Peelian principles” as basic guidelines for police officers to create a clearer picture to new police officers that the power of policing comes from the public, rather than the power of the government. Some of the peelian principles include preventing crime and disorder, securing the will to co-operate with the public and to seek and preserve public favour (GOV.UK,2012). This effectively shows that consent by policing using the Peelian Principles does work as the rulers worked effectively in lockdown due to it being in the publics best interest to keep everyone safe and to have a clear guideline to follow during these abnormal times. 
[bookmark: _Int_dKhTqevO][bookmark: _Int_HikOe6R1][bookmark: _Int_IavVj4Jv]Some may argue that Policing by consent is crucial, especially in more recent days because of the many challenges that recent years have brought to the public, for example COVID-19. During the global pandemic, many people put their trust in the police to protect the public as best as they could in new and changing times for everyone. According to OPCC (2020), it was majorly important during lockdown that the police and public were working together cooperatively to keep everyone safe during the pandemic. The publics support during this lockdown with these set rules meant there was “little need for any enforcement from police.” This is a prime example of effective policing by consent works effectively, as the public and police worked together to ensure everyone kept safe and the rules that were enforces were followed by most of the public due to the successful use of discretion by police and how they chose to apply law in these new, challenging times. 
[bookmark: _Int_jj2yEP2j][bookmark: _Int_Mzcbvn0x][bookmark: _Int_75L4rXUK]Other sources suggest that policing by consent in modern day society may not always be effective. For example, BAME communities from areas such as England have previously thought that the police do not engage well with their communities when it comes to voicing their concerns, they feel they are often not taken seriously or even into consideration Freddie Hopkinson (2016). Another main concern of theirs is the sheer fact that there is not much representation of BAME communities amongst the different police forces in England. These concerns are evident due to events such as the Brixton riots which happened as result of a collective anger from the communities due to police brutality that stemmed from institutional racism in the police (BBC, 2021). This proves that when police do not follow the guidelines set to work with the public effectively, it leads to a vaster problem in a community and can change a community's opinion on the police, seeing a wider divide between the police and the community, making policing less effective without the support of the public. However, most police forces do research and public relations to find out how to better support people such as BAME communities, for example, Nottinghamshire police conducted research which led to 30 conclusive recommendations on how they can better support victims and families from Bame backgrounds with their needs and to understand effectively what they expect from their police force a whole. Nottinghamshire police received an overwhelming amount of positive feedback and praise from different communities for taking the publics needs and considerations so seriously and acting quickly upon these (Nottinghamshire police, 2018)						
[bookmark: _Int_prkM5m1s][bookmark: _Int_zBCkN5d7][bookmark: _Int_Rh59GBb7][bookmark: _Int_DNm3CkQj][bookmark: _Int_96xu5KVD]There have been several times where police forces in the UK have reflected their policing style. For example, The Rochdale Grooming ring case. This tragic case left the public shocked and angry as they believed that the police and other authorities had failed to protect these girls. It was said that in this case that the police had failed to acknowledge that these girls were being groomed in the initial stages which only lead to the case becoming as tragic as it was. After this, it was said that Greater Manchester Police who had failed to recognise the initial stages that crime commissioner Tony Lloyd was looking into the handling of the case after the public believed that it was “unprofessional” of the police force to have not seen this sooner. In conclusion, the crime commissioner had taken the publics concerns very seriously and decided to conduct a report on this case (BBC NEWS,2013) After Labour MP Ann Coffey reviewed the report on the case, she said immediate action should take place to remove the word ‘child prostitute’ should be removed from legislation as it suggested that the victims of sex trafficking rings were to blame for the terrible things that had happened to them. Thia shows that the authorities do their best to protect the victims of crime as promised in the Peelian principles that police follow. The change in legislation meant that more cases were taken on by police and more action was taken when it came to grooming cases and more victims were given support to help with trauma through the police forces. A surge in cases were seen throughout numerous victims in 2015 across numerous police forces in the UK because of the change in legislation, victims were less embarrassed to come forward or be afraid of being labelled instead of being seen as a victim. From this report, there were 6 men jailed for the sex trafficking case for the Rochdale girls and they were apologised to by several authorities. Effectively, this shows that even when authorities do make mistakes, they recognise this and make a significant effort to bring about change to stop similar cases from happening in the future (Ann Coffey, 2015)
[bookmark: _Int_YcfXOXRN][bookmark: _Int_Sd8jiQaa]Policing by consent overall works because of the consensus from the public, as well as police following the correct procedures to effectively help solve the public’s concerns and complaints. This means that the police base their role in the police force on the support from the public, instead of imposing order from force, taking public opinion and concerns into consideration to help aid their decisions as law enforcers (GOV.UK, 2020). For policing by consent to work effectively, there must be a mutual respect between officers and the members of public, for example the use of excessive force is one of the main topics that has been an issue for police. In the tragic case of George Floyd, despite being a case from the UK impacted policing worldwide. It sparked conversation in the Uk and across the rest of the world about the nature of policing. The UK held protest in remembering what happened to George Floyd and created a massive shift in conversation about police and how they deal with cases involving members of the public from ethnic minority backgrounds. This made police forces such as west midlands police speak out on their thoughts on the matter as a police force and made sure that the public knew they were heard, and told the public that they would do more to ensure that they felt that their issues were being heard and their cases were being taken seriously, they also took undertook training and were watched closely by higher authorities in the police forces to make sure that their decisions were fair and just and that the public were in agreement with this. The police in West Midlands recognised that people from ethnic minority backgrounds were going to feel disheartened and rightfully so about the tragic incident and recognised that it was going to affect how communities viewed the policing that was going on around them. They rectified this issue by supporting members of the public by setting out a public survey to anonymously disclose how they felt about policing in their area. This is a pure example of how policing by consent works when both the police and the public communicate effectively.
[bookmark: _Int_vULWUBMk]To conclude, policing by consent does work in modern day society as it takes the public's views and opinions into consideration, as well as the public’s interest in crime which causes less strain on the relationship between the police and the members of the public. The principles set clear guidelines for both the police and the public, the police to know what is fair and just when tackling crime and the public to understand that their view on the crimes being committed are being taken into consideration when the police are doing so. Although there have been a few recent cases where certain police forces have had mishaps, the police rectify the situation and listen to the public to solve the matters, ensuring that there is still trust held between the public and the police.  
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