When are the changes taking place?

In 2018, the draft ALN Code and regulations which support the Act will be revised and consulted on. These will be laid before the National Assembly for Wales in 2019 and it is hoped that all subordinate legislation will be in place by the end of 2019 and is hoped to go live by 2020 (Welsh Government, 2018). 

The new Bill will replace the terms of ‘special educational needs’ and ‘learning disabilities/difficulties’ and replace them with the term ‘additional learning needs’ (Welsh Government. 2017).  
History of Special Educational Needs

Under the 1944 Education Act, children with special educational needs where categorised by their disability defined in medical terms. This led to many children considered to be ‘uneducatable’. According to nidirect (date unknown) a child has special educational needs (SEN) if they have a learning problem or disability that make it more difficult for them to learn than most children their age.
Introduction

The topic to be discussed and evaluated is the upcoming changes to the current Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (SENDA) (2001). In 2018, the Welsh Government renamed the current SEN act to the Additional Learning Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Bill (ALNET). These changes seek to address the growing issues around special educational needs (SEN) from birth to 25 years of age, aiming to mirror the single legislative framework in England. 

The new changes aim to create a unified legislative framework that supports everyone from birth to 25 years. It aims to implement an integrated process of assessment, planning and monitoring, which facilitate effective early intervention.
Wales currently provides a three-tiered response to children with SEN. These tier responses are the different levels of intervention and support that is available to children and young people with SEN. 
· School Action involved school-based intervention and differentiated teaching.
· School Action Plus is involved, which brings in external professionals to provide advice and guidance to the school.
· If the school requires additional resources. Securing a Statement of SEN involves asking the local authority to assess the child’s needs (Special Needs Jungle, 2017).

Research by the Special Needs Jungle (2017) suggests that the process of statementing and the current legislative framework is dated and no longer fit for purpose. Dauncey, (2016) states that the Welsh Government believe a model that was introduced more than 30 years ago, should be replaced with a more modern approach to multi agency working (Dauncey, 2016:2)

Currently, the SEN law only applies to individuals up to 19 years of age. However, the new law will cover birth-25 years, mirroring the single legislative framework in England. This will ensure all existing legislative frameworks for those with additional needs are brought together to support children and young people from birth to 25 years and therefore, it is believed that having an inclusive transition between school and post 16 years, will improve and allow greater equity in terms of support.  

 
Additional learning needs coordinator (ALNCo)

The new law will introduce a statutory role of the additional learning needs coordinator. The duty of governing bodies is required to designate an ALNCo within all maintained mainstream schools and settings and in Wales, the ALNCo has the responsibility of ensuring and coordinating provision and support for those with additional learning needs. Under the new law, teachers and staff are all responsible for supporting children with additional learning needs. However, the ALNCo has to be an individual of a strategic level, who is able to ensure all learning needs of individuals with additional learning needs are met. It is a requirement that the ALNCo be a senior member of staff and should therefore form part of the senior leadership roles. It is vital that the ALNCo and class teachers communicate effectively and share concerns and worries in order to provide the best care for individuals with additional learning needs. School staff should ensure the ALNCo is highly qualified and experienced in dealing with a broad spectrum of disabilities and learning needs.
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Further reading 
[bookmark: _GoBack]SNAP Cymru (2018) ALN/SEN Reform: Proposed changes to the way children and young people’s special educational needs will be identified, assessed and met. [On-line]  http://www.snapcymru.org/help-for-families/aln-reform/ 

Dauncey, M. (2016) ‘Research Briefing: Additional Learning Needs (ALN) in Wales’. [On-line] https://moodle.uwtsd.ac.uk/pluginfile.php/158677/mod_resource/content/1/Dauncey%202016.pdf
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