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Within this assignment I will be looking into the theories that were written by Burrhus Skinner, Lev Vygotsky and Jean Piaget.  I will be looking at each individual, and comparing their theories, to see what they agree and disagree on.  The three theorists that I am looking at look at behaviourism and constructivism, and they have put together their theories on their work that they have researched and looked into. 

BF Skinner was a theorist who looked at behaviourism – behaviourism “refers to a psychological approach which emphasises scientific and objective methods of investigation.  The approach is only concerned with observable stimulus-response behaviour, and states all behaviours are learned through interaction with the environment” (S McLeod 2017).
Vygotsky and Piaget were both theorists that linked their work to Constructivism - ‘as a paradigm or worldview posits that learning is an active, constructive process.  The learner is an information constructor.  People actively construct or create their own subjective representations of objective reality” (L David 2015).

“Burrhus Skinner, born in Pennsylvania in 1904, was a leading behaviourist.  He believed that people learn best by being rewarded by positive responses to an action or experience or demotivated by negative responses – as illustrated in his experiment with rats.  Skinner used an experiment to prove his theories where he used rats - 'the rats, in a special cage with a press bar on one side, accidentally find out that, if they press the bar, a food pellet is released.  They learn to do this again and again as and when they want food.  When the rat presses the bar but no food is released, the rat learns to stop pressing the bar” (A Walton & G Goddard 2010). 
Skinner was influenced with his work by other theorists John B Watson, Ivan Pavlov and Edward Thorndike.  Skinner was a behaviourist that developed the theory of operant conditioning.
“It is generally accepted that the theory of operant conditioning started with Edward Thorndike (1874-1949) although BF Skinner (1904 – 1990) developed and refined it” (P Tassoni and K Beith 2005).  
Operant conditioning is used within educational settings today, pupils are rewarded in a variety of ways which reinforces good behavior, rewards from stars for a chart to trips away with the school. This links into the setting that I work in with the use of a system called Classcharts, here the pupil can receive points on a daily basis which go towards awards such as a bronze award pin when they achieve 500 points and also end of year reward trips and house reward days.

“Jean Piaget was born on August 9, 1896, in Neuchâtel, Switzerland, becoming an expert on the study of mollusks by his teen years. Over the course of his later career in child psychology, he identified four stages of mental development that chronicled young people's journeys from basic object identification to highly abstract thought. The recipient of an array of honors, Piaget died on September 16, 1980, in Geneva, Switzerland” (Biography.com Editors 2019).
“He is one of the most influential developmental psychologists.  During the 1970s and 1980s, Piaget’s work inspired the transformation of European and American education, leading to a more child centered approach” (Psychologistanywhereanytime.com 2005)”
Piagets theory on cognitive development describes the changes in logical thinking of children and young people.  He believes that children have four cognitive stages of learning which are Sensory Motor which is in children 0 – 2 years, Pre-operational in 2 – 7-year old’s, Concrete Operations which is 7 – 11 year old’s, and Formal Operations which is 11 – 18+ years.  These stages are based on experience and growing up.  

Lev Vygotsky was born November 1896, in Orsha, Russia.  “he was an early 20th century developmental psychologist who developed sociocultural theory of child development designed to account for the influence of culture on a child’s growth and development.  Vygotskys’ short career focused on child development, developmental psychology and educational philosophy” (Goodtherapy.org 2015).
Vygotskys theory is often used within mainstream education.  Vygotskys theory looks at the importance of the learner working together with a more skilled partner, which within the setting is the LSA.  He believes this is where the pupil is able to do most of their learning.  This is where he developed his method called 'scaffolding', in which the more experienced adult sets the task which is slightly above the learner's skill level.  The learner would receive the support and knowledge on the task, until they have the ability to carry it out independently.  The scaffold is then taken away and the learner has then learned the right skill for the task.  Within the daily duties LSA's are based in classes that have learners with ALN and need support in the classroom.  We as LSA's provide scaffolding strategies that allow the learner to understand the given task.

There are similarities between Piaget and Vygotsky as it is believed that they both agree that children learn increasingly complex information and skills as they get older.  There is “emphasis on both nature and nurture – Both recognise the role of heredity and maturation of the brain and body = nature.  Piaget recognises how children meet the demands of their environment” (C.Hole 2017).

“Vygotsky like piaget suggested children were active in learning, although he placed much more emphasis on the role language played in cognitive process.  The social development of the child is also an important part of cognitive development as the child is seen as an apprentice, learning with the help of sensitive adults through language” (P.Tassoni and K Beith 2005). Again this is referring to scaffolding within the educational system.  
Vygotsky and Piaget had similarities but there were also things that they did not agree on.  “As Piaget believes that cognitive development is driven by a child’s inbuilt tendancy to adapt to new experiences whereas Vygotsky said that cognitive development is driven by social interaction” (C.Hole 2017).  Vygotsky also believes that the child learns through instruction and guidance, where as Piaget believes that the child learns through active self-discovery.  Both theorists believe that language and cognitive development go together but Piaget believes that language is a result of cognitive development where as Vygotsky believes that language is the key to cognitive development.  
The key difference between Piaget and Vygotsky is that Piaget believed that self-discovery is crucial, whereas Vygotsky stated that learning is done through being taught by a more knowledgeable other” (C.Hole 2017).
Vygotsky was known for his theories on constructivism and Skinner for his theories on behaviourism.
“Skinners focus was on behaviour modification while Vygotsky was mostly concerned with an individuals cognitive skills based on social interaction and ones culture” (L. Casselman 2016). 
“Stated in Educational Psychology by another source directly quoting Vugotsky himself, “the teacher “explains, in forms, inquires, corrects and forces the child to explain” (2013 pg.61) meaning the teacher is mainly a quide to the learning process but most of the learning should be child facilitated.  The same true for Skinner.  In Educational Psychology (2013), it is mentioned that the role of a teacher is to be a manager and supervisor (p.456)” (cited L.Casselman 2016).
This shows me that both theorists are saying that the teacher/ support staff is the main guide for the pupil.  Giving them the right direction in which the pupil is learning and going to learn from.   
When looking at the three theorists Skinner, Vygotsky and Piaget within this assignment, I have been able to learn more about their theories and their work.  Before I started this assignment I was leading towards the works of BF Skinner, with the use of reward for good work. As he shows in his experiments with his rats.  After looking at Vygotsky and Piagets’ theories in more depth I find myself leading more towards the theories and workings of Vygotsky.  With his use of scaffolding and the social development of the child.  The child is the apprentice, who is learning from the master (teacher/LSA).  I believe that if the theories of Vygotsky and also Piaget were not followed or used within the classrooms today in schools that there would be a big disadvantage for all students.  Vygotsky believed that children had two ways of learning, what they can do for themselves and what they can do with help.  He uses the Zone of Proximal Development to show this.  While I continue my studies and learning through the job I am going to look further into the works of Vygotsky and find other theorists apart from Piaget that have the same beliefs as him and how they came to their findings.  I will also look more into the Zone of Proximal Development and see how I can use this to better myself and my everyday working within an educational setting.
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