Process Workbook
Short Film


This module was really fun from start to finish, the whole process was difficult but was an eye-opening experience into the world of film and television. 

Creative Process

The creative process was extremally tough deciding what and how we would go about creating the base idea for the films, while we were brainstorming Milli and Tom decided to look at quotes and found “ Be yourself everyone else is taken“ by Oscar wilde,hearing this Deryn mentioned Jaque Lecoq's mask work and we felt like we had an idea there as we could create a story around being controlled and breaking free from this control, and we felt like incorporating masks into the world would give an initial eerie and creepy feeling. 

The second idea was a bit more difficult to zero in on we had a couple little ideas such as a folk lore type story where we would focus on the stories of mythical beings that have songs sung about that them such as sirens, witches and selkies which would of been interesting but thinking on how we would film it, get costume and what locations we would film at let us know that it wasn’t likely the same sort of trajectory happened with our superhero mockumentary idea it had more possibility but a couple members of the group didn't feel comfortable interacting with the public as were going to be heroes with quite useless powers such as a hero with the power to sense when a person is sad but that's all they haven't got anything else, them knowing doesn't help the person who was initially sad in the first place and we would have actors playing the public to then record mock responses etc. 
The second idea we ended up going with was a ghost hunter mockumentary, I personally really liked the idea of a mockumentary as I felt it let us have a lot of creative freedom and would have allowed everyone that was involved even extras to have some freedom on how their character reacted to the ghost and then we could of had reactions of people who watched the documentary and what they thought of it and if they believed it. I do wish during this initial process I spoke up a bit more and trusted my own ideas as I held back due to me thinking my own ideas were not good enough or were completely undoable, I always knew no one in the group would judge me it was purely my own self-doubt.
When creating the pitches for these two ideas we decided to work through them one at a time get one idea completed then start the second one the reason I benefited with that was because it let me brain focus solely on one idea and creating things that would work within that and let me think more deeply and critically about them before I expressed my ideas on the subject.
[bookmark: _Int_RpTDUj3E]First, we started off with a basic overlay of the story and what we want to happen at the start, middle and end, doing a mind map as the process let us bounce of ideas and for a singular purpose. First ill start of by talking about the creation of the ghost of Alwyn, when thinking about this idea we felt it might be more beneficial to create the characters before we decided on the plot and direction of the film as we could improve and see where that took us as there was 5 actors we thought having one of them play the ghost would allow a different playing style for someone and would let us get some cool shots in the documentary style, the two main drivers of the story would of been Tyler a youtuber who was completely obnoxious and Arthur a completely serious ghost hunter their completely different personalities were what for me would of drove the comedic style throughout the film. Next was thinking about shot types and how would implement them, we felt like using the youtuber as a camera angle itself so either a selfie stick or a handheld camera this would let us get a lost footage type film as well and could have the audience asking more questions other shot types would be close ups midranges and dirty shots some being over the ghost looking at us. A lot of the shots within this would be used to build up tension and as Alwyn slowly takes each of us one by one.

The Short Film

The Idea we chose was Mask as we all believed we could pull this off, the original idea was about a society that didn't want people to express their individuality and were going to have specific emotions that they had to portray, we ended up scraping this idea as we felt it took away from the idea Tom mentioned were we use the rules of Greek theatre and the fact that we was going for a Greek chorus type of look were we were all the same as Green(2016) says “ The youths represent a chorus: they have identical dress, they dance with uniform step and uniform gestures...” when we saw this we decided with the masks that we should stay away from the idea of emotions on the mask we were also trying to stick to the rule of always looking towards the audience/camera if you had a mask on this ended up being tricky as we needed to get different angles and needed to have more drive in the story. When creating the story line we knew we wanted one or two characters to want to break free from this control, we also knew we needed a reason why these characters wanted to escape after so long of being obedient to this higher ups, Dan then had a really good idea of a character called undesirable at the start being taken away for breaking the rules and being left as a message as such which let the characters have a reason to want to escape.

When going into detail of how we wanted to the masked people to move Tom mentioned that Jacques Lecoq “movement technique” and more specifically his animal character study, “This exercise involves students choosing a specific animal and using it as the inspiration for a character. The students can research the animal’s behavior, habitat, and other characteristics, and then use that information to create a detailed character” as Invisible Ropes says I believe this really helped us as it let us play around with types of animals that work in groups and it let us find out that meerkats were the type of animal clump we wanted to be like due to their quick reactions and togetherness. With us being almost robotic like this stood out to me by Lecoq (2020) “In theatre making a movement is never mechanical act but must always be a gesture that is justified.” I think this stood out as I initially felt like I was a robot and that I was being mechanical and there wasn't a character behind the movements, this made me dive into why my character felt he had to follow the rules and let me have real human movement and drive behind the robotic feeling.

The script writing process went quite well as me Milli and Tom worked hard on adding in the detail and small movements as we had no lines apart from the voice over/higher up this let us focus on the actual features of the film the camera angles and the types of shots we wanted to use to build up the tension. 
The shots that we felt would help the tension were Pov shots, dirty shots, gimble shots and close up shots these specific shots we felt would give an artistic feeling to the film as well as it was all in black and white this also gave an eerie feeling to the whole film as the only colour is the red on the undesirable mask and at the end of the film when the two hero's escape and remove their masks.

The location we used worked really well with the whole concept of the film we were able to use dinefwr house(newton house) this let us have a really instutional feeling with our surroundings and mad us not look out if place.

Film Day

The days of filming i think went well, we had a time frame of 9:30am till 4pm this give us a decent amount of time to shoot the different vairities of shots that we wanted with the film having a speed/montage moments this made feeling these scenes take slightly longer and delayed us on the second day as we had to cut a section out of the film due to the time limits, overall i dont think this effect the story much and let the audience have a couyple more questions withhin the film and gets them talking and wanting a sequal. On the day we had to change the chase scene as we couldnt use too many rooms so we had to work the camera to use the same hallways i think the need to problem solve on the set didnt hold up any time as Tom Milli and me had already had discussions about how we could change things as we walked about the house on the shoot days during our breaks and when we werent need on set which let us quickly work through any problems.

Overall I really enjoyed this module and felt i learnt different skills such as a light brief on scriptwrtiting and directing and as I enjoyed these I want to contuioe my own personal growth and study in them. 
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