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In this essay, the use of mise en scene will be discussed by analysing two selected films of choice, ‘Little Miss Sunshine (2006)’ and ‘Thelma and Louise (1991)’. Mise en scene is a term usually used within the theatre, regarding the scene set up and props used within the theatrical production. When speaking about films, it means the same, the use of props and objects used within the film itself, this can be props used in a single scene of the film or props used to create the environment for the characters on screen throughout the film.
The discussion will begin with the first chosen film, ‘Little Miss Sunshine’. Little Miss Sunshine was released in 2006 and was directed by Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris. The films plotline from the IMBd website states, ‘A family determined to get their young daughter into the finals of a beauty pageant take a cross-country trip in their VW bus – IMBd Editors’. The film is set-in modern-day America and is opened to a black screen with ‘The winner is Little Miss Sunshine’ by Devotchka, gradually beginning to play, there is then an extreme close-up of Olive (Abigail Breslin) partially showing her face, the audience is drawn to Olives eyes as movement can be seen in the reflection of her large glasses. 
[image: ]
This is the first prop to be seen in the movie and establishes the fact that Olive needs to wear glasses in order to improve her vision, why Olive needs these glasses are not made clear in the movie itself and is left to the imagination. 
As the scene progresses, the audience is shown Olives point of view, as she is watching a recorded beauty contest. As Olive rewinds the contest back, we can see she is in a large open room with a few objects behind her, as the shot changes more of the room can be seen. We can see as Olive places the television remote back on the floor, the room is very bare and empty looking, however the sunshine shining through the window is very fitting with the title of the film.
[image: ]
The Mise en scene in this shot is very important, it gives the audience a lot of information about the family's lifestyle. By the lack of furniture and other belongings within this shot, it is a clear statement that the family themselves are not very wealthy.
Moving forward in the film to the ‘Dinner scene’, which takes place shortly after Uncle Frank (Steve Carrell) arrives at the home with Sheryl (Toni Collette). [image: ]
Richard (Greg Kinnear), Uncle Frank, Dwayne (Paul Dano), Sheryl, Olive (Abigail Greslin) and Grandpa Edwin (Alan Arkin) are sat around the family dining table for dinner, in this shot we can see they are eating a family sized bucket of chicken to eat. Previously in the same scene, the viewers are shown that the family have to eat off of paper plates and drink from plastic cups. The décor in the room appears to be very much of the same colour (in the image seen above), from the dresser seen on the left-hand side, the lamp and drawers seen behind Dwayne, the chairs, the tablecloth and the walls of the home. Research indicates that the home is both modern (in 2006 when the film was released) yet screams 1960’s American interior design, with the use of blues and beiges to create the home and the props on the set. 
[image: ]The Hoover family home has many similarities to this magazine clipping from ©1962. Kroehler was once the largest manufacturers of upholstery furniture between 1890 - late 1970s. The repetitive colour of beiges and blues can be seen, with similarities between the furniture in this image and the orange/ beige walls seen behind the sofas.

This image (shown above) is further evidence that validates the fact the Hoover family have an ‘outdated’ home and are unable to afford modern day furniture for the home.
Continuing the discussion on Mise en scene, Dwayne's bedroom uses a lot of props which are scattered around his bedroom to give the audience a clear indicator of Dwayne's love of airplanes. Below are a few shots of Dwayne’s bedroom from different angles within the film. 
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In both shots, airplanes can be spotted. In the first shot of Dwayne signing to Frank, there is a clear shot of a poster of a jet behind Dwayne’s bedroom door, we later find out that Dwayne wishes to someday become a Test Pilot for the Air Force Academy.
In the first and second shot, two wooden biplanes can be spotted. There is one in the top left-hand side of the shot in the first shot and then again in the second shot of Dwayne lying in bed, there is a similar or same biplane above his head on the shelf. The use of wooden models of these planes give a child-like feeling, to express Dwayne’s love for flying has been a passion of his for many years, since he was a child.
For Dwayne’s bedroom, in both shots, we can see the colour scheme being mainly greys, blacks and white. His bedsheets, his curtains and his furniture inside his bedroom are all matching this theme. Whilst the other parts of the house have colour and vibrancy, using oranges and blues. At the beginning of the dinner scene (shown on page 3), Frank and Dwayne are sat alone at the dining table waiting for the others to join them, Frank asks Dwayne who he hangs out with, Dwayne responds by shaking his head, he proceeds to write on a pad of paper, ‘I hate everyone’. The colour theme for Dwayne’s bedroom can reflect on how he feels about his family, being darker to symbolise his unhappiness. Dwayne expresses his hatred towards the family later in the movie, when he learns that he is colour blind and will not be able to fly, he quickly regrets his choice of words and apologises for his angry outburst towards everyone.
[image: ]
In conclusion to the analysis and discussion of the Mise en scene used in this movie, the movie uses mise en scene mainly at the beginning of the film to help the audience get a better idea of the characters and their goals. Props and other objects within the house setup were cleverly placed to almost foreshadow parts of the film e.g. Dwayne’s passion for flying and wanting to become a test pilot, using models of aircraft and a large poster of a jet.
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