Does the existence of evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist? (Religious Point of View)



[image: ]






Name: Dru Sutherland

Module: Exploring the Humanities

Assignment: (3) Three

Date: 10/09/2022



Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. Amos 5:14. As a child growing up in church and being a Christian, I&#39;ve been taught and am still learning about good, evil and the existence of God.  Luckily for me, my dad was an Ecclesiastical leader of the church. He is very knowledgeable about the scriptures and I have learnt a lot from him.  My essay is based mainly on Knowledge, scriptures from the Bible and research. My approach with this essay would however be from a religious point of view. Evil is the opposite of good. It is associated with the qualities of cruelty, immorality, selfishness or wickedness while good is associated with qualities such as selflessness, kindness, benevolence, morality and compassion. Evil is very real and it does exist in this world.  The Bible teaches us that sin starts in the garden of Eden, where Eve violated God's prohibition from eating from the forbidden tree of good and evil. Romans 5:12 "Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." God created the world good, and He created humans to do good. However, He also gave humans the ability to choose to do good and evil, known as free will.  We cannot blame God when humans choose to do the opposite of that which they were created to do.  The existence of evil provides compelling evidence that God does exist.


Romans 12:21 says "Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good." As mentioned before evil does exist, because of sin.   Listening to the news can be so heartbreaking, hearing what has been happening all over the world.   If my memory serves me well, my mom would make a statement and I quote "Well, we're in the last days and the words of the bible have to be fulfilled right"? Countless times, I must say that I've never really taken those words into account until I started planning my essay. There are verses in the Bible as evidence that what has been written in the olden days has and is yet still to come to pass, seek II Timothy 3: 1-5. One Scripture verse that stood out to me that my mom shared, Matthew 24:7 "for nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines and pestilences and earthquakes in diverse places", this stood out to me because over the past years we have been experiencing such, stated in the bible. We all are human beings, we are not perfect, and we weren't made to be perfect, but that doesn't mean we can't strive for perfection. We are all sinners and there isn't any sin greater than the other in the eyes of God, however, we can redeem ourselves, so that we can join our Heavenly Father.


The debate on the existence of God has been a popular topic among Philosophers. When talking about the existence of God the best place in my opinion is to search the Holy Bible. The Bible is the Holy Scriptures of the Christian Religion. The purpose of the bible is for us to read and understand God's character and stipulate his revelation of what is yet to come, to humanity. One question I like to ask people who question God's existence, "If there is no God, then how was the Universe created?" It is a fact that nothing can come into existence without something or someone behind its existence. Wherefore, there must be someone behind the existence of the Universe and that is God. According to Genesis 1:1 " In the beginning, God created the Heavens and the earth". Everyone believes in something. There's an old Quote saying " God is like the wind, we can't see him but we know he's there." As I mentioned earlier, there is no way to understand the existence of God without using the Scriptures. It's funny how,  when something bad happens to someone, or suddenly feels unbearable pain, the first thing we tend to say is "oh God" or "God have mercy" and yet the existence of God is being questioned. I want to believe if I honestly asked an Atheist that, they could agree with me.


Have you ever wondered where God is when there is so much pain and suffering in the world? Because I have, yet that doesn't make me question the existence of God. I know that God does not give us more than we can bear. God wants us to be accountable for our sins and to choose to do right and good. If we had no choice but to love God and each other, I believe that the doctrines of the Bible would be different as mentioned before God's words have to and will come to pass sooner or later and because we have been seeing such for example nations against nations "Russia vs Ukraine". God did not intend for us to partake in evil, he wants everyone to work hard to do good to enter into his Kingdom and not go to Hell. Once more it all boils down to having faith and putting your trust in God. God does many things we may not understand, and some can be only answered when we join him in heaven. The trials in our lives test our faith, they prove the genuineness of our faith which is “more precious than gold that perishes.” to simplify, all of us go through trials and tribulations but they are to make us stronger and bring us closer to God, and to be a testimony to help others like Christians and non-Christians with kindred difficulties.  Sometimes we may think these sufferings are evil and tend to dispute God, but it is for us to seek God.  To conclude with a personal experience, when I delivered my son seven months ago, my first child, my experience was terrible. I even thought that I was going to die. That was the most horrific moment in my entire life. I thought that it was a punishment for having a child out of marriage, but not only did I come to realize that it was a test of my faith and to bring me closer to God. I started going back to church and trying to do the right things in the right way. I have this living testimony to share with others who may be experiencing what I experienced and overcame. God is like Oxygen. You can't see him, but you can't live without him!


On a final note, we as human beings can only speculate on a variety of causes God may accede evil and sufferings, trials and tribulations.  God has his plans for us and they are all written in the scriptures, we have no right to question or blame him, but we must acknowledge his love for every one of us, we must put our trust in him. I urge and encourage you to start and also strive to do good. God did not create the world evil, we humans brought it into the world. God is good and evil cannot exist without good. 
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