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Elsenham village church (england, 2025) 
Church of St Mary the Virgin
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This is my local church which is called the Church of ST Mary Virgin it was built in the c12 by Saxons (online, 1916). They believe this because Saxons ruled the area at this point in time however the church does show lots of Norman decorative pieces. It was built on a church that had been knocked down and destroyed (england, 2025). The church follows Christian architecture by having it face in the traditional way of churches with the alter facing east and the back of the church west (cunich, 2005). The 2 entry points of the church are at the back on the north and south points (virgin, n.d.). This later changes with a tower being built. With this also being a narrow church having the doors at the back maximize the room for benches at prayer. When the church was built it was very central in the village and on a plot of land surrounded by lots of animal farms. Elsenham hall was originally built in the early 1800 by Miss Rush who then gifted the building to its last owner Sir Walter Gilbey who added extensions on the building (Franklin, Ray, nd). It was originally built in as classical Georgian but moved to gothic revival and additional pieces added. The house is built on an old mansion dating back to the 1500. The house is placed on a manor estate surrounded by animal farming similar to the church. The house was built to face the entrance to the manor with a long driveway leading up the front driveway. The building was built as a statement piece because of all the single-story housing it would stand out more and look more impressive.

In the floor plan is clear and show the timeline and when different parts of the church where built. The plan is simple it has different lines and blocks of color for the different time things where built. The principal elements of this plan it shows the different times and what pieces of the building where built. It also shows the entrance and the windows and where the different parts of the church are. For Elsenham hall there are no complete floors plan or sections are the interior of this building have been completely ripped out and redone as flats so they is multiple plans now. However you can still see a front elevation of the building. The principle elements of Elsenham hall would be that you can see the flow of the original building an how many room there are in the building. Having a section of this building would allow you to see through the history of the building through the Georgian and gothic improvements to the original house.
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Elsenham hall
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In Elsenham church there is a variety of different style materials and techniques used to create the church. The walls and tower of the church are made from flint rubble stone and covered with plaster and cement even though they were made 200 years apart. The south entrance has a build in tympanum which is Mary holding baby Jesus. Inside the church there is a final chancel ornamented above the south door with a zigzag carving and bands of saltire crosses which give respect to the cross on the flag. Above the alter the chancel arch which goes from floor to ceiling made from stone. This is the south doorway which has a roman title arch with a Saxen tympanum above the door. The door is Norman with crossed pieces of wood and saltire crosses between them. This door really giver a heavy and fortress and like it is protecting something special.
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The wooden roof in the church is a c15 king post roof which covers the nave and the chancel uses wood from the surrounding trees so it holds a close connection to the area. The stained glasses behind the alter shows a very Romanesque and this church was built in the soaring gothic era (B, 2014). The images are of Mary and Jesus. Elsenham hall is a c19 red brick Georgian house that has been remodeled using crenelated parapets and a new entrance so that is falls into gothic revival (dicamillo, 1999). Comparing the hall to the church they are a lot less attention to detail. One of the only details that points out to me is at the edge of the roof you have little castellated parapets going across which look like they are adding a barrier to the building.
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Over time the art and crafts of the house has come into play as the tress and bush have grown up and around the front of the house and now cover the hole left side of the house. On the front of the house as added by sir Gilbey he has added a front stuccoed porch that has 3 flat arches and embattled parapet between them which added a very front focal point to the house because of the white on the red.
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Elsenham church operates very well as the entrances are at the back and on the sides behind the benches. The building operates with a very small capacity. There is a simple1 way in 1way out and there is plenty of room for people to walk up and down the aisle. This is a public zone but can also be made private for weeding burels. It is a very quiet peaceful place compared to Elsenham hall which has multiple families living in and lots of animals and farm vehicles driving around . The hall also doesn't have a one-way system and especially when people are walking around can easily bump into people. This building now operates as flats however it still has all the farmers and horse working around it so is a loud a very public place.

After researching reading and looking though pictures of these building, I have learnt a lot about my local areas history and how the village became as it is today. I have also learnt about the movement of Saxen and roman influences in the church and how they can complement each other by using color and shapes. In Elsenham hall I have learnt about gothic arches and castellated parapets on the top of building.
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