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Essay 1 Title: Evaluate the disruption options available to target criminal activity on the road network. (2000 words +/- 10%)

Answer: 
In my answer I will discuss the topic of policing the roads. I will talk about the different types of crime that is prevalent on the road and discuss why this may be the case. I will also look at the different options police have at their disposal for tackling crime on the road and discuss disruption options that the police can use such as information and intelligence so that crime on the road can be decreased and I will evaluate the options and give my opinion on the most effective ones.  
An example of crime on the road is drug trafficking. Drug trafficking is a major crime that affects all of the police forces throughout the UK. Drug trafficking is made possible through the use of the road networks, so one can pass onto another the drugs & money. This is called county lines, the National Crime Agency (NCA) defines this as “a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas [within the UK], using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move [and store] the drugs and money and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapons.” (NCA, 2022). Another example of a crime prevalent on the roads is human trafficking, Cambridgeshire Police define this as “Human trafficking is when people are brought to (or moved around) a country and forced to work, or do other things, they don't want to do.” (Cambridgeshire Constabulary, 2021), traffickers will utilise the road networks in order for them to successfully commit this crime. There is also other crime on the roads that may not sound as severe or alarming to the general public, compared to the topics just mentioned, such as speeding or drink driving, however in 2019 there were a reported number of 7800 total casualties as a result of drink drivers and 210 of them were fatal (Department For Transport, 2021).  
Police must utilise powers, policies and equipment given to them in order to tackle the crimes I previously mentioned along with countless of other crimes on the road. One way police officers can disrupt crime on the roads is by simply enforcing their power to stop vehicles, according to “Section 163 of the Road Traffic Act 1988: a person driving a mechanically propelled vehicle on a road must stop the vehicle on being required to do so by a constable in uniform or a traffic officer.” (College of Policing, 2013). By officers enforcing this power it allows them to stop any vehicle that may have caused suspicion to the officer, such as driving erratically or speeding, or so the officers can check the driver is insured. Officers can then gain information on the driver through the stop of the vehicle, which may lead them to search both the occupant and the vehicle itself by utilising section 1 of PACE, “Section 1(2)(a) of PACE provides police officers with the power to stop and search any person, vehicle, or anything which is in or on a vehicle, for stolen or prohibited articles, points and blades, or fireworks” (College of Policing, 2016). This may lead to an arrest of the occupant if any prohibited article is found such as drugs, which in turn could lead to the officer single-handedly preventing a major drug trafficking offence from being committed. Alternatively, if the driver was simply committing a road traffic offence by driving without insurance, then the officer could utilise his power to seize the vehicle under “section 165A of the Road Traffic Act 1988 (power to seize vehicles driven without licence or insurance).” (College of Policing, 2013). This would prevent the driver from committing the offence further and deter them from repeating it, and though it may seem a more insignificant offence compared to preventing the offence of drug trafficking, it is still disrupting a crime being committed on the road. 
 
Following from what I previously mentioned about police stopping vehicles, another way police can disrupt criminal activity on the roads is through the use of information and intelligence. The National Crime Agency defines intelligence as “Intelligence is information that has been analysed to assess its relevance and reliability. Within the NCA we use and produce intelligence at strategic, tactical and operational levels.” (National Crime Agency (NCA), 2022). Police can utilise all 3 levels of intelligence mentioned by the NCA to help tackle crime on the road. An example of this would be an officer obtaining information from a simple stop & search of the vehicle and the occupant, which could lead to intelligence being gained about a specific car committing a specific offence such as county lines. This would be classed as strategic intelligence as “Strategic intelligence is material that informs us and partners where we should be deploying our resources against the greatest threats.” (National Crime Agency (NCA), 2021). Police could then deploy further units such as traffic officers, response officers and firearm officers along with NPAS (National Police Air Service) to follow the vehicle committing the offence and then intercept the vehicle mid journey. Police may also decide to use “plain cars” which are unmarked police vehicles. These are effective in catching criminals in the process of committing offences on the road, as the offenders are unaware that there is a police presence and thus believe it is safe to commit these offences. This tactic is especially effective once combined with utilising intelligence previously gained on the offender, as police can situate the unmarked vehicle in an area where they know the offender will be.  Equally, it is just as effective in building intelligence on the offending vehicles and could also be used to follow the vehicle to intercept it mid journey by instructing it to pull over through the use of flashing their blue lights. However, the vehicle may not stop, and decide to try and evade police by increasing its speed in an attempt to “outrun” police which in turn creates a pursuit, I will go into detail below in how police may combat this. 

Police can utilise equipment such as stingers to try and prevent criminals from evading police and prevent them from being able to commit crime. Northamptonshire Police discuss stingers and state “The hollow spike tire deflation device, commonly called a stinger, works by puncturing one or more tires of an oncoming vehicle when they are thrown into its path by an officer from the side of the road. They are then quickly retracted before a following police car passes by. They are designed to gradually deflate tires making it significantly more difficult for a motorist evading police to continue driving.” (Northamptonshire Police, 2019). There is also more than just 1 officer involved in a pursuit and it is a tactical plan set out by police and is an effective way to disrupt criminal activity on the roads as it directly stops the offending vehicle which allows the police to then arrest the suspects. When issuing a pursuit, it first must be authorised from the designated control room. There is first an initial phase trained driver who “must follow the initial authorisation to conduct a pursuit procedure and request tactical phase trained advanced drivers to assist.” (College of Policing , 2013). Tactical phase trained advanced drivers then take over from the initial trained drivers, “these drivers have the same responsibilities as initial phase trained drivers/motorcyclists. They are also responsible for dynamically risk assessing the pursuit identifying themselves & driving in accordance with training and personal capabilities to manage risk levels” (College of Policing , 2013) and are commonly in BMW traffic police cars. There is also a pursuit commander and a pursuit advisor involved to make decisions on what tactic should be deployed next if the previous was unsuccessful. Certain tactics that could be used by the drivers that are tactical pursuit and containment (TPAC) trained are, boxing in the vehicle, this is when “several police vehicles position themselves around the pursued vehicle, bringing it to a slow and gradual stop by boxing the target vehicle in on all sides.” (Policeinfocentre, 2022). Another tactic that could be utilised is a roadblock, “in extreme circumstances, a Chief Constable may authorise the total closure of a road by placing immovable objects or non-police vehicles in the target vehicle's path, causing it to stop or change direction. This tactic is rarely used due to the high risk involved.” (Policeinfocentre, 2022). And a further tactic which could be used is tactical contact, “this method is only used if there is an immediate danger to life, and if it would be inappropriate to break off the pursuit. Tactical contact involves a police car hitting the back end of the target vehicle, in the hope that it will spin around and lose traction.” (Policeinfocentre, 2022).
However, from the list of tactics previously mentioned to aide in stopping a pursuit, it is not just traffic officers involved. Police can dispose many officers from other departments to aide in disrupting criminal activity on the road. These can include dog handlers, the college of policing states “once a location has been selected for the stop, particularly when using tyre deflation systems, the benefits of deploying a dog unit directly to the area must not be overlooked.” (College of Policing , 2013), this is due to the fact the dog is able to detain the offender once the vehicle has come to a stop, which makes it safer for officers. Police can also utilise air support “air support offers the police a valuable and effective operational option which reduces potential dangers by allowing ground units to increase the distance between themselves and the subject vehicle, thus reducing pressure in the mind of the suspect driver as he or she makes decisions, and by vastly reducing the perception of the driver of the subject vehicle that their continued risk taking can be successful.” (College of Policing , 2013). 

Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) is technology / equipment used by the police and it is a key tool in helping disrupt crime on the roads. ANPR “can prevent crime by targeting criminals through their use of the roads. ANPR can automatically read vehicle registration marks (VRMs), allowing these details to be compared against database records, it also provides a tactical option to disrupt, prevent and detect criminal activity and, by doing so, helps to increase public confidence, ANPR also identifies a vehicle of interest based on the number plate it is displaying” (College of Policing, 2013). ANPR cameras are situated in multiple locations throughout the UK and these locations are not disclosed to the public, this is to prevent criminals from knowing which routes to avoid. Traffic officer vehicles are also now fitted with ANPR cameras so by a traffic officer being proactive his ANPR camera will be able to spot vehicles of interest such as driving with no insurance or if it is wanted etc. This is useful as if a vehicle driving without no insurance gets captured on an ANPR camera, this data will get sent to all police databases including local traffic & response officers, it will also show the direction of travel of the vehicle. Officers can then use this data to assist with finding the vehicle or potentially assist with utilising tactics to bring the vehicle to a stop. As the vehicle drives and hits more ANPR cameras the data is passed onto more officers in different locations, and this demonstrates why ANPR is so effective in preventing crime on the road as it makes it a lot harder for the offenders to hide from police. 

As I have discussed throughout my essay there are many different ways officers can disrupt crime on the road, and all of them are effective in their own right and certainly help reduce crime on the road. Personally, I feel the most effective disruption method I have mentioned is simply officers being proactive. By officers doing this they are more likely to directly disrupt the crime being committed as it makes the criminals aware that there is a police presence, also they could also stop the crime in its tracks as if a simple stop & search is conducted, offences such as drug trafficking could be identified early and be prevented as the officer could then simply seize the drugs. I have concluded that the least effective method for disrupting crime on the roads is utilising stingers, although they are effective once the offending car has made contact with them, they are simply too dangerous, according to Mullen from the BBC “Officers have suffered whiplash, fractures, cuts and back injuries while deploying the devices. 9 officers from 15 police forces in the UK were injured between January 2012 and October 2015. A further 24 forces said they could not provide results, meaning the true figure is likely to be even higher.” (Mullen, 2016). Due to these injuries, I have concluded that there are other methods such as gaining intelligence, which are safer for police to use, which also effectively disrupts criminal activity on the road network. 
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Essay 2 Title: Assess the role of community policing in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. (2000 words +/- 10%)

Answer: 
In my answer I will assess the role of community policing. I will talk about how officers can help take care of the community while maintaining cohesion amongst the community. I will discuss how the community’s perception on the police can change and talk about previous incidents that has damaged the publics opinion on police and why the community may not trust them. I will explain the challenges of community policing and what can be implemented by officers to overcome them, I will do this by discussing the key principles for effective community policing and talk about how police actions can impact the community. 
Community policing is a key pillar to policing in general as it can directly affect how the community perceive the police and can change how cooperative the public are with police. The college of police states “without the cooperation of the public, policing in developed democracies would become essentially unworkable. In simple terms, the police service would cease to function without the active support of the communities it serves.” (College of Policing, 2013). This is why it is important that police can encourage the community to engage with them and why it is paramount that officers act professionally when dealing with members of the community, this is enforced by the college of policing who state “research suggests that the way in which officers behave when engaging with the public helps to reduce crime by encouraging respect for the law and fostering social responsibility, making people more likely to help the police and not break the law. As the effects on crime are largely preventive and rely on voluntary public cooperation, improved public engagement and encounters can help the police avoid the financial costs associated with enforcing the law, detecting crime and processing offenders.” (College of Policing, 2013). Effective community policing increases the public’s perception on the police force and also increases their perception of safety, this also in turn deters people from committing crime and therefore has a tendency to reduce local crime issues such as ASB. Subsequently ineffective engagement with the community can lead to an increase in crime, a lack of confidence in police and pose an increased risk to the vulnerable people in the community. 
The community’s perception on police has not always been positive and still to this day a large number of people in the community lack confidence in police, this is evident in HMICFRS survey where they asked over 17,000 participants to comment on the police, it showed “12% are dissatisfied” with the police service, and 22% of the respondents believed that the police service in their area has gotten worse over the last 12 months. (BMG Research, 2019). Certain incidents that have ended up being mainstream news have painted the police in a negative light, by suggesting the police are a racist organisation which damages the public perception on them. The Brixton riots is an example of this, Davey from the BBC commented on the matter and stated, “Police were said to have mounted a campaign of harassment against the black community in south London that one former officer claims amounted to "torture". On 11 April 1981 tensions erupted into serious violence, resulting in London's worst 20th Century disorder” (Davey, 2011). Also, incidents such as the George Floyd event where a police officer killed a black male has also made the public lose confidence in police, Ortiz reports that “confidence in the police had fallen five points, to 48 percent, from the year before”, since the events of George Floyd (Ortiz, 2020). It is incidents like these that make it challenging for police to engage with its community’s, and why it is crucial for police to be seen to be proactively engaging with its communities, so public confidence can grow in them, simple things such as walking the streets and talking to the public can increase the public’s perception on police, this is reinforced by the college of policing who state “Maintaining a targeted visible presence over time is also important. Public confidence is likely to decline if people think foot patrol, community engagement and problem-solving are getting worse” (College of Policing, 2019). Visible presence along with speaking to the public is part of the role of community policing and is a key pillar of it, the college of policing states “Targeted foot patrol, when implemented in combination with community engagement and problem-solving, can reduce crime and antisocial behaviour” (College of Policing, 2019). 
One reason why community engagement is important is highlighted by the college of policing which states “information obtained from engagement with the community helps to formulate intelligence on issues that affect neighbourhoods and can be included in strategies for policing local communities” (College of Policing, 2013), a way in which police can build a link between the community and public confidence is by utilising the confidence cycle “The confidence cycle is the link between community engagement and increased public confidence in the police. It can facilitate a greater willingness for the public to cooperate with the police, thereby enriching intelligence collection.” (College of Policing, 2013), this in essence means if police build a healthy relationship with the community and solve community problems this in turn increases public confidence in police which in turn will make them more willing to cooperate with police when they’re conducting investigations, meaning they will be more willing to give police information they may know which could turn into police intelligence, this then helps police in their investigation thus keeping the community safer. Please see figure 1 below which illustrates the confidence cycle:
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It is one thing for the public to have trust in police, but police need to actually solve major issues in the community in order to maintain the community and so the community knows their police force listens to their problems. Police need to utilise effective problem-solving methods in order to solve complex community issues such as anti-social behaviour. “Problem-solving is one of the best-evidenced policing strategies. It has been shown to reduce crime, antisocial behaviour and demand in a wide range of different contexts when fully implemented.” (College of Policing, 2019). An example of a problem-solving method utilised in community policing is the SARA model. The SARA model consists of 4 different key stages, these are, scanning, analysis, response and assessment. A way in which police could utilise this model to tackle a problem of youth vandalism from a group of youths throwing eggs at buildings in the community at a specific time frame on a regular basis, would be to first scan the situation, by doing this police would take a range of information from a variety of different sources in order to determine what problems exist and to see which problem is the most severe, so in this situation the issue would be ASB from youths. The next stage would be to analyse the problem, police would develop an understanding of the problem by speaking with members of the community and therefore gaining knowledge in what next steps the police should take to act on the matter. Police could utilise another problem-solving method during the analysis stage called the PAT Triangle. “The three sides of the triangle refer to ‘place’, ‘target’ and ‘offender’ (or person whose behaviour lies behind the problem). PAT recognises that most problems require locations that allow or attract problem behaviours; the availability of targets (people and/or things) that are the focus of the problem behaviour; and of course, the presence of those able and inclined to act in the problematic ways. The idea of analysing problems in this way is to find out which elements are most open to intervention: How might the location be made less conducive to the problem behaviours? How might targets be altered, removed or better protected to make them less vulnerable? And, how might those behaving in undesirable ways be controlled, diverted, deterred, or removed from situations where their behaviour is causing problems? Crucially, the PAT also highlights that there is more to offences than offenders. Problems can be effectively reduced without arrests and enforcement by focussing on the other sides of the triangle that are necessary for problems to occur.” (College of Policing , 2022). In this example, police could establish if the area being damaged by the youths is well lit or has CCTV coverage and what time the calls being reported were. Once police know this information the next step would be response. The response needs to be prompt and effective in order for the community to have greater confidence in the police to greater improve community cohesion. The response in this instance would be to identify the youths involved and speak to them in the company of their guardians, any youths identified actually committing ASB could then be issued with an ASB warning letter, and any youths identified committing criminal offences could then be referred to the youth offending team. In the process of this, police would need to communicate their actions with the victims in the community, so a sense of cohesion is felt between the police and the community. Assessment in the SARA model can then be made after these actions have been implemented by reviewing the number of calls related to the matter and comparing them to the volume of calls before police involvement. This is just one example of how police could solve a problem which is a major issue in the community, and it shows how important successful problem solving is when dealing with the community, as not only are the police inheritably making the community safer but also they are building a good relationship with members of the community as they actually feel like the police care about their problems which will increase community cohesion with the police force as a whole. A recent example of when this problem-solving method has been used in South Wales police is when Barry officers tackled ASB issues at a retail park, Ellams from Wales online stated “Vale of Glamorgan police officers are clamping down on anti-social behaviour in Barry following reports from the public about nuisance behaviour over weekends. Police have taken a pro-active approach and have been talking to youths outstaying their welcome on the retail park by reminding them of the impact their actions have on the lives of local residents.” (Ellams, 2022). Please see figure 2 below which illustrates the SARA model.
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In conclusion, how safe people feel in their community can determine whether their life is good or bad, so small problems that can be addressed early on can directly improve people’s quality of life. This is what community policing is all about, to ensure the community is a safe place to live and to build rapport with the community. In my answer I have talked about how police take care of their community’s by addressing small problems and discussed how this directly changes the community’s opinion on police and how cohesion in the community can thus be improved, this is the main role of community policing. Challenges such as people’s negative perceptions on the police can be overcome by police engaging with the community and thus changing people’s opinions on the police especially if the police are actively solving people’s key problems in the community. The role of community policing is a key one, as if the community is safer and the police are visibly present then this could deter crime from being committed in the area and can prevent youths from turning to crime in the first place. So while the role may seem less significant than say roads policing, it actually can have some of the most beneficial effects on the community than any other role in the police, and in my opinion is the most important one, as without the community having faith in the police and feeling safe the police are ultimately failing. 
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