CSEN6017: Literary Research

Long Research Essay titles: (for second, 5,000-word essay assignment)
A ‘research essay’ means an essay in which you are looking at a range of primary materials, some of them literary and some of them potentially non-literary, as well as reading and citing appropriate secondary sources. You can consult primary texts of this period by searching the collections of the Roderic Bowen Library, by looking again at texts studied as part of the module and expanding your understanding of them through – say – further reading prompted by editors’ footnotes or introductions, and by looking at other texts by individual authors within the collections that you are consulting. Further primary resources will be available online, though online texts will not of course include every work that you may want to read. JSTOR and other databases will expand the range of secondary sources available to you, and scholarly articles and books should lead you on to finding other primary sources. 
Making use of appropriate primary and secondary resources, write a 5,000-word research essay on ONE of the following subjects:

1. The variety of ways in which Ovid’s Metamorphoses is used as a source within
    literature of the historical period covered by the module.

2. Responses in literary and non-literary texts to Oliver Cromwell and his 
    Commonwealth.

3. The representation of, and cultural/intellectual contexts relating to, gardens and
    the cultivation of plants within the period covered by the module.

4. The subjects of the female body and female fashion as represented in texts of this
    period.
5. Perspectives on wealth and luxury in relation to moral goodness as presented in
    texts of this period, focusing particularly on responses to Bernard Mandeville’s The
    Fable of the Bees (1714-1729) and on Pope’s Epistles To Burlington and To
    Bathurst.
6. The shaping and content of Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels in the context of travel
    literature published within this period.

You are most welcome to consult with me on the kinds of material that you plan to read, and on any specific questions arising from your reading. As with any other essay, your research essay will need to have a coherent argument, but it is up to you to develop the shape and terms of this argument; again, I am very happy to consult with you on how you develop your essay plan.
