‘Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of approaching history using theoretical models provided by either economics or ecology.’


Abstract

This paper aims to encapsulate the main components of the theoretical model of ecology through a case study of the imperial port town of Ostia. In my essay, I explore the model on a larger scale if only to provide a wider context to my essay, such as the large array of evidence i.e. architecture, art, and written sources while also addressing the limitations of ecology as a method of historical analysis. When using a model such as ecology we must remember the idea that all of history, specifically history surrounding culture is based on assumptions and that although we have evidence to prove many points we must account for the limitations, such as academic biases in primary sources and the idealistic portrayal of life in art and vase paintings, for example although we see many images of symposiums on vases, we cannot assume that every meal was as such. For the purposes of my case study I will explore ecology through geography and the impacts the natural landscape has upon its residents, with my key example being Ostia who’s ever changing geography across the years left it stranded and landlocked, thus defeating its initial purpose as an imperial port leaving Ostia’s economy dragging as the much more opportunely situated Portus took over the civic rights and privileges that once belonged to Ostia. I choose Ostia over a potentially more obvious account such as Pompeii due to the clear rise and fall of Ostia rather than Pompeii’s rather abrupt demise, that said, it would be amiss to not discuss Pompeii and Herculaneum when discussing the impacts a regions Geography can have, none the less as mentioned by Bédoyère, Pompeii and Herculaneum are small towns, lacking the imperial power Ostia possessed, for however short off a time. 
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