According to Gov.uk (2014), safeguarding is used rather than child protection as it is a broader term and covers more than just protection. It is an action that promotes the welfare of children and will protect them from harm. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility, we must all safeguard babies and children. Working Together to Safeguard Children (2013), define safeguarding as   
· protecting babies and children from maltreatment  
· to prevent impairment of babies and children’s health and development  
· to ensure that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care  
· to take action to enable all babies and children to have the best outcomes.   
As my role as a teaching assistant in a primary school, I have basic knowledge of safeguarding and have had basic training within the field. In school we have a safeguarding policy that everyone follows, the policy within school is that all issues are to be reported to the safeguarding officer as soon as possible, we also fill out a report of what was said/happened and sign and date it. It will then be passed to the safeguarding officer to follow up with whatever they believe is the correct step. This is also how Childcare Act (2006), suggests should be done when reporting an issue.    
Before undertaking this assignment, I was not aware that there was a Childcare Act (2006), that early years practitioners must comply too. Section 40 of the Childcare Act (2006), states that staff should complete safeguarding training to help recognise signs of potential abuse and or neglect. They also state that there should be designated practitioner who has lead responsibility for safeguarding and that they should liaise with local statutory children’s agencies.    
According to safeguarding.dudley.gov.uk (2014), there is four main categories of abuse  
· Physical abuse  
· Neglect  
· Emotional abuse  
· Sexual abuse  
However, the Children Act (1989), refers to significant harm rather than abuse and talks about abuse being any behaviour, action or inaction which harms the physical and/or emotional development of a child.   
Meanwhile, Working Together to Safeguard Children (2015), defines abuse as, a form of maltreatment of a child/ren. They believe that somebody could abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm, or by failing to prevent children from harm.   
   
I have also learnt about, Multi Agency Safeguarding Hubs (MASHs) and why they were established, MASHs were established after several high-profile cases which include the death of Daniel Pelka, which highlighted the consequences which can result when information is not appropriately shared with other agencies. A Review found that MASHs support professionals to see things from all angles and to understand the treats so, they can take action to prevent harm. 
  
While doing the assignment I have learnt the different procedures while dealing with safeguarding.  
Stage one is to raise the concern  
·  Act to protect child  
· Deal with the children needs  
· Preserve any evidence of suspected harm   
· Report to safeguarding officer  
· Seek medical advice if needed 
· Fill a report and sign and date it 
· Listen to the victim do not question them   
· Report to the Police if a crime is suspected  
Stage two is to respond to the concern and make a decision   
· Gather the information and clarify the facts 
· Decide whether any other suitable actions are necessary in response to the allegation 
· Determine whether the authority has accepted the concern as a referral 
· Converse with any other funding Local Authorities to agree any actions required 
· Evaluate risk 
· Decide whether Child Protection procedure apply and criteria met for a referral  
· Agree a temporary safeguarding plan  
· Wait for a decision as to whether a strategy meeting or discussion will be needed.  
Stage 3 is to have a multi-agency meeting about the concern  
· Have a meeting about the safeguarding issue 
· Evaluate the risk 
· Agree further actions and activities in relation to the referral 
· Decide which agencies responsible and timescales 
· Update Safeguarding Service. 
· Agree whether an investigation needed 
· Decide an investigation plan  
· If not child protection, decide on an appropriate action and consider changes to care and support plan 
· Agree on who will advise the referrer and refer to the child and the family 
· Obtain written confirmation for an internal investigation.  
Stage 4 is the investigation   
· Conduct investigation   
· Re-evaluate risk   
· Produce and hand out report  
· An internal conference will be organised to discuss the report and its recommendations prior to sharing with the Authority 
· Formulation of an action plan  
· Further disciplinary processes  
· Independent Safeguarding Authority referral 
· Staff member’s professional association to be informed  
· Practice changes.  
Stage 5 is the case conference and action plan  
· Attend a Local Authority case conference if one is convened 
· Share the report and investigation evidence with the Authority and other agencies 
· Feedback outcome to the child and their family 
· Seek written confirmation that the Local Authority have decided to close the Safeguarding process 
· Update Safeguarding Officer of outcome of meeting.  
Stage 6 is the review and closure  
· Wait for the minutes of case conference from the Authority and written confirmation that the Safeguarding process is now closed  
· Written confirmation and Outcome Form to be completed and returned to Safeguarding Officer 
· Safeguarding process, documentation and outcomes to be reviewed and signed off by Safeguarding Service. 
This has helped me to understand the stages of procedures when dealing with a safeguarding case. I have also developed my knowledge of the procedures in Wales and according to, Children In Need (2002), wales developed an All Wales Child Protection Procedure which Wales follows. The All Wales Child Protection Procedures is an essential part of safeguarding children and promoting their wellbeing. It provides guidance and informs child protection practice in each of the Local and regional Safeguarding Children Boards across Wales. They outline the framework to determine how individual child protection referrals, actions and plans are made and carried out. They work on the bases on the principle that the protection of the children from harm is the responsibility of all individuals and the agencies working with the children and families, and with adults who may pose a risk to children. Partnership working and the communication between agencies is identified as the key in order to identify vulnerable children and to help keep children safe from harm and abuse. 
While studying this assignment I have looked at detail at The Children Act 2004. The Children Act 2004 amended the Children Act 1989, largely in consequence of the Victoria Climbié inquiry. The Act provides the legal basis for how social services and other agencies deal with issues relating to safeguarding children.  
The guidelines have been designed so that all individuals who look after children are all aware of how children should be looked after in the eyes of the law.  
Principles of the Act 
The Children Act 2004 is designed to guide principles in mind for the care and support of children.  
These are  
· For children to be healthy 
· Children to remain safe in their environments  
· To help children to enjoy life 
· To assist children in their quest to be successful 
· To make a positive contribution to the lives of the children 
· To help achieve economic stability for our children’s futures 
The Act was brought into being in order for the government with the social and health services bodies to help work towards common goals. 
The Children Act (2004), provides the legal underpinning to Every Child Matters: Change for Children (2004). This is in response to the Children Act 2004, there have been some structural changes and from 2006, education and social services for children in each Local Authority have been brought together under the same umbrella of a director of children’s services.  
The key areas of the Act 
There are lots of key areas of the Children Act (2004), which are – again – in the throes of reform are the stages of Inter-Agency co-operation when it comes to matters relating to the wellbeing of children. This section of the Children Act ensures that any agency that is aware of the maltreatment of a child – or the misconduct of a child’s legal guardian – should make their findings known to the other agencies that might have a hand in the protection of a child who would normally go unmonitored. 
  
The Children Act (2004), also deals with Children’s Trusts; agencies that have been set up independently of Health and Social Services and other government agencies as a way of introducing co-operation this is not only between these agencies but also between teachers, parents, guardians and children alike who would normally be dismissive of intervention from outside sources. 
In addition to this, the Children Act (2004), has also made provision for a Children’s Fund, this fund is designed to aid in the abolition of poverty and financial hardship felt by underprivileged children or the children whose family’s financial circumstances leave them at a disadvantage. 
The idea of the Children’s fund is to make sure that children between the ages of five and thirteen are in consistent attendance at school. The fund can also help to reduce the risk of crime carried out by children between these ages and to try to ensure that these children have the best possible start in life. 
Again, all of these responsibilities fall strongly under the umbrella of the Children Act (2004) and all of them are required by law to be carried out to their fullest, in order to ensure and provide the best and most precise levels of care and protection.  
This is, not for Social Services and other government bodies to interfering in the lives of many British citizens, but the systems are in place to ensure that those who need to benefit from them do so in a way that is none intrusive and as relaxed as possible. 
In Wales there is a Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) which provides Wales with its own framework for social services. 
The guiding values of the Act include:  
· giving children a stronger voice and more control over the care and support they receive  
· to encourage a renewed focus on prevention and early intervention.   
· to strengthen powers for safeguarding children and vulnerable adults  
· establish eligibility criteria which assess children and families on need rather than just on what services are available locally  
· to introduce a National Outcomes Framework for setting out what children and families can expect from social services  
· introduce portable assessments, so that people who move from one part of Wales to another will receive the services they need in their new area  
· introduce equivalent rights for careers so, that they receive the same levels of support as the people they care for;  
· establish a National Adoption Service  
  
 
After completing the assignment I am now am competent with safeguarding and believe that I now know the stages that involve in safeguarding procedures. I know that if a child comes to me with a safeguarding issue, I know that I cannot keep it to myself and that I must not tell the children that I could keep it a secret. That I must share to keep them safe. This is also cited within the Childcare Act (2006).  
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