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1- Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test (250 words)
Source 1: Mabotha, P.A.P. & Ngcamu, B.S., 2025. Digital transformation in the higher education sector: A systematic literature review. Administrative Sciences, 16(1), pp.1–23.
This source was retrieved from Google Scholar.
Using the CRAAP Test, 
· Currency: This article was published in 2025, making it highly current and significant to ongoing discussions about digital transformation and digital skills in higher education. This study examines the development of digital skills between 2020 and 2025 and confirms that this development aligns with current technological and educational trends.
· Relevance: This article closely aligns with the theme of academic skills for the digital era, specifically digital literacy. It also presents perceptions, skills, arguments, and benefits related to digitalisation, making it directly relevant to academic and professional development in the digital era.
· Authority: The authors, Mabotha & Ngcamu, are affiliated with the University of South Africa, a reputable academic institution, and the article is published in Administrative Sciences, a journal of the Multidisciplinary Digital Publishing Institute (MDPI). This also indicates very strong academic credibility.
· Accuracy: The evidence presented in this article draws on a very wide range of peer-reviewed studies, which increases its reliability and strengthens the accuracy of the information. The authors have used transparent evidence from recent research to explain how the digital revolution is influencing higher education.
· Purpose: This article is for academic and systematic purposes; it aims to integrate global research on digital transformation in higher education, identifying skills, benefits, challenges, and arguments.

Reference list:
Mabotha, P.A.P. and Ngcamu, B.S. (2025) ‘Digital transformation in the higher education sector: A systematic literature review’, Administrative Sciences, 16(1), p.1–23
Source 2: Cottrell, S. (2024). The study skills handbook. 6th edn. London: Red Globe Press. This source was found in the library database. 
Using the CRAAP Test to evaluate the source above. 
· Currency: The study skills handbook, 6th edition, was published in 2024, making it highly current. It is designed to meet the modern expectations of digital learning, online searching and academic integrity in higher education. 
· Relevance: This book enhances the key academic competence necessary for success in the digital era. In Chapter 11, it also supports the development of essential skills such as digital literacy, critical evaluation of information, and effective online research. 
· Authority: The author is a well-known figure in academic skills development, and her books are widely used across the United Kingdom and internationally. The publisher is Red Globe, a reputable academic publisher.
· Accuracy: The information in his book, especially in Chapter 11, provides reliable guidance and support through practical examples that are applicable in higher education. 
· Purpose: This chapter provides clear, practical guidance to help higher education students develop strong study and research skills.
Full reference.
Cottrell, S. (2024). The study skills handbook. 6th edn. London: Red Globe Press.




Synthesis of Academic Sources 
Issues raised by Mabotha & Ngcamu (2025) in their article indicate that digital transformation is changing higher education, directing it toward a model that demands highly developed digital and research skills. Cottrell (2024, chapter 11) adds that providing effective orientation helps students apply their skills in day-to-day academic work.
Mabotha & Ngcamu (2025) stated that digital transformation focuses on institutional needs and high demand for digital capability, while Cottrell (2024), in her book, offers guidance to individuals on how to adapt and use digital tools responsibly and manage academic sources effectively.
The two sources agree that success in the digital era requires full reliance on institutional digital development and on the individual's ability to adapt to the practical use of technology. 
Identifying a Key Challenge and Opportunity 
The key challenge for students in the digital era is the growing demand for advanced digital and research skills. Mabotha and Ngcamu (2025) explain that digital transformation in higher education has increased the complexity of academic tasks, requiring learners to navigate digital platforms, critically evaluate information, and manage data effectively.
The opportunity in the study skills gives students the ability to find, organise, and apply information, and to develop advanced research skills, enabling them to read material with greater ease and to form their own information sets (Cottrell, 2024)
Academic Planning for Component 2 
Component 2 will prioritise analysing challenges and opportunities before proposing adaptation strategies. Recent academic literature will be used to ensure relevance. Key concepts developed in class, including digital literacy, critical evaluation, and academic planning, will be further developed. The report will follow a structured format: introduction, challenges, opportunities, strategies for success, and conclusion.


Timeline
	Task
	Date/ Deadline

	Finish research
	17/02/2026

	Draft first section
	18/02/2025

	Complete first draft
	23/02/2026

	Final editing
	25/02/2026
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[bookmark: _Toc218876934]Component 2 – Application of Academic Skills
Introduction 
Digital transformation has become a central feature of higher education, influencing organisational processes, teaching practices and student engagement (Cottrell, 2024). Recent advances in artificial intelligence (AI) are also reshaping how universities understand creativity, assessment and learning (BBC News, 2025). This report demonstrates how academic skills are applied in digital learning and how they support effective engagement with higher education. Therefore, understanding the challenges and opportunities is essential for academic success and enables both students and institutions to respond effectively to rapid change in higher education.
The report is structured as follows: it investigates the challenges, evaluates the opportunities, discusses strategies for success, and finally concludes by summarising and addressing the main question.  
 Challenges for Students in the Digital Era 
One key challenge for students in the digital era is the difficulty many learners face in navigating a complex online research environment, where identifying reliable information and understanding academic tasks can be time-consuming (Cottrell, 2024).
Another key challenge is inequality in digital access, with digital poverty limiting students' ability to participate fully in online learning and to develop essential digital skills (Ofs, 2023). These two challenges directly impact academic success by limiting students' ability to fully participate in online learning and achieve good learning outcomes. Classroom learning emphasised the importance of evaluating information using trusted sources and of helping students respond more effectively. Furthermore, classroom discussions reinforced the need for skills to help students access online resources, which directly address the challenges above. 




Opportunities in the Digital Era
Despite the challenges of digital learning, current research highlights several opportunities to strengthen students’ academic development. Digital transformation in higher education has expanded access to a wide range of online tools and platforms that support independent learning, collaboration, and flexible study practices (Mabotha & Ngcamu, 2025). National frameworks emphasise that developing strong digital capabilities enables students to navigate information more effectively, evaluate sources critically, and engage confidently with academic tasks (Jisc, 2023). Survey findings also show that when students receive appropriate support, digital environments can enhance their confidence, improve research efficiency, and promote more active engagement with course materials (Jisc, 2025). Academic skills literature further demonstrates that digital learning provides opportunities for students to build essential competencies such as organisation, information management, and critical thinking (Cottrell, 2024). Broader discussions highlight that emerging technologies, including AI, can offer personalised learning support and streamline academic processes when used responsibly (BBC News, 2025). Additionally, addressing digital poverty through targeted institutional support can create more equitable learning conditions and expand opportunities for all students (OfS, 2023). Together, these opportunities show how digital learning can enhance academic success when supported by effective skills development and inclusive digital practices.
How Students Can Adapt to Succeed 
Students can succeed in the digital era by adopting strategies that strengthen their academic skills and directly address challenges identified in recent research. The first strategy is to develop strong digital literacy, which enables students to navigate online platforms, evaluate information, and use digital tools responsibly. This supports the academic skill of critical evaluation and addresses challenges such as unreliable sources and complex research environments (Cottrell, 2024; Jisc, 2023). It also aligns with institutional expectations for advanced digital capability, as highlighted in studies of digital transformation (Mabotha & Ngcamu, 2025).
The second strategy is time management and digital organisation, including organising research materials, storing digital notes, and using online systems efficiently. This supports academic planning and helps students manage time and workload pressures, as well as digital overload reported in national surveys (Jisc, 2025). Strengthening these skills also reduces the time students spend searching for information and supports more effective engagement with course materials (Cottrell, 2024).
The third strategy is for students to actively use institutional support services to overcome challenges such as digital poverty and unequal access to technology. Students can do this by accessing devices provided by the university, such as on-campus computers, and by seeking help from the academic support team. These actions strengthen independent learning by ensuring students have the tools and guidance needed to participate fully in digital learning environments. Research shows that targeted institutional support can reduce inequalities and improve digital confidence (OfS, 2023). Additionally, using emerging technologies such as AI responsibly, following academic standards and integrity guidelines, can further enhance learning (BBC News, 2025). These strategies enable students to adapt effectively and succeed in rapidly evolving digital landscapes.














Conclusion 
It has been shown that factors such as digital poverty significantly affect academic success, creating a large gap in access to technology. Students at this stage, without access to digital tools, will find it difficult to access online resources and achieve good learning outcomes.
Expanding the range of online tools and platforms and developing robust digital capabilities will enable students to navigate information and evaluate sources critically.
The three strategies can be summarised as follows: students in higher education should develop strong digital literacy and time-management skills to plan and organise research materials, enabling them to adapt effectively and succeed in digital learning.  
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WHY DIGITAL PROFICIENCY AND
PRODUCTIVITY

Students must be able to use digital tools,
platforms, and systems confidently to participate
effectively in higher education. Strong digital
proficiency enables students to navigate online
learning environments, manage tasks efficiently,
and adapt to new technologies
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student can use digital creation to create
academic poster,word,and powerpoint this skills
support academic expression and digital
creactivity. JISC,(2023).
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Information and Research

02 Skills

Using digital tools to search databases, interpret
academic tasks, and analyse information
improves academic research and supports
independent learning in higher education Cottrell,
(2024).

O Time Management and Digital
Organisation

Using digital calendars, note-taking tools, and
planning systems to manage workload and avoid
digital overload and time-wasting. This supports
academic planning and effective study habits
Jisc, (2025).

WHY ACADEMIC SKILLS
IMPORTANT

Academic skills are essential in the digital era
because they help students use technology
effectively and achieve better learning outcomes.
Digital learning offers many opportunities, but
success depends on how well students develop and
apply key academic skills such as digital literacy,
critical thinking, and time management.
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Conclusion

Developing strong academic skills enables students
to participate confidently in digital learning
environments. These skills support independent
learning, enhance academic performance, and
|andscape of

prepare students for a rapidly evolving
digital higher education.





