This paper will be covering who Cesare Lombroso was and how for his time he was seen as a significant thinker in the world of criminal understanding. Which much of his research has had influence on other people’s research or even whole governments and countries to an extent, such as the beliefs held by the leadership as well as those who were staunch followers of the Nazi Party of 1939-40 Nazi Germany who believed that all Jewish people had the same features such as large noses and would often use that as a way to prove that someone was a jew in hiding.  Furthermore, it will be laying out how much of his work despite being ground breaking severely lacked in in terms of accuracy and similar studies performed by other similar thinkers would often yield results different if not the complete opposite of what Lombroso proposes. 
Cesar Lombroso was born on 6 November 1835 in the Italian city of Verona which at the time belonged to Austria-Hungary. And according to Knepper(2013) Lombroso is the single-most important figure in the founding of criminology and the study of aberrant conduct in the human sciences. 
[bookmark: _Hlk97322586]One of his main areas of study was characterology which is the link between one’s appearance and their behaviour. Through the years building on his research and previous works became famous for founding and pioneering the positivist school of thought. Gibson(2002) states that Lombroso’s 1876 biological theory of criminology said that the likes of criminals are born as such and the way that they were raised has little to no influence on it.  One of his published Works titled ‘The Criminal Man Lombroso(1876)’ he first suggested the theory of atavism which states that there is a distinct different class of human that are more prone to criminality than regular people. The biological differences of these people he termed ‘atavistic’ features. He determined that the people wit these types of features where in fact further behind in the evolutionary race compared to other peoples. He would further state that people who are born criminal would often have tattoos and speak with ‘primal’ slang  
Throughout his lifetime he would examine the bodies of over 4000 dead and alive criminal offenders in an effort to support his theory.  A lot of this research would lead him to align certain features to certain types of crimes such as 
Thieves- expressive face, manual dexterity, and small, wandering eyes.
Murderers - cold, glassy stares, bloodshot eyes and big hawk-like nose
sex offenders- thick lips and protruding ears.
women offenders- shorter and more wrinkled, darker hair and smaller skulls than ‘normal’ women. Brookes (2021)
to many in the modern age such ideas like having a large nose means you are more likely to be a murder or that thieves have small eyes seems completely out of touch with common sense.  However many people within positions of power saw such an idea as a way to remove blame off of themselves for people turning to crimes such as thievery. By stating that the governments terrible management and handling of issues such as poverty and low wages was not the reason people were turning to crime but is due to these people being born criminal and the government was not to blame.

Referring back to his studies of 4000 criminals out of that number only 40% of them had the physical attributes that he was looking for inthat would be needed for him to help prove his theory. Adding to this this important to understand that Lombroso research though ground breaking for the time severely lacked the rigorousness standards of modern studies or even other contemporaries from his time. Charles Goring (1913) carried out a similar study for his book ‘The English Convict: A Statistical Study’, unlike the much less thorough studies conducted by study by making the effort to use safety measures such as control groups. He studied around 2000 different subjects however he was not able to replicate the finding that’s Lombroso found leading him to a dead end.
Many have criticised Lombroso due to one of the factors of criminality he stated was skin colour however for his time many people thought similar, he also inspired many other infamous people with his work such as Francis Galton who was a notorious racist and was a leading influence in the realm of thinking for 1930s Nazi Germany by creating images of what he would refer to as the ‘Jewish Type’ Little (2019). Galton was further credited with the first use of the term eugenics. Of which its purpose was to help clean the human gene pool of undesirable such as cripples, or people with many other birth defects. Whether it be through euthanasia or through castration of the subjects. 
Compared to modern standards much of Lombroso’s thinking is clearly outdated and has been debunked, however for his era Lombroso had a massive influence on the criminal research and his ideas were often accepted by a number of government figures as a way too prove that criminals are not a creation of their surroundings such as poor or inhumane living condition so they would not be to blame for the actions of such criminals.  Furthermore, due to his research there is still being debates around the world carrying on to the modern day on whether or not criminality is something that is a matter of ones biology or of their surroundings., and gave birth to a vast variety of other ways of looking at the human mind. 
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