2016419

ECGE4001 –
Portfolio of Study Skills Assessment Tasks

Part 1
(Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013) In Iceland and counties similar, the belief is that it is important for children to play and spend time outdoors.  Several people have written about government papers that highlight this.   Iceland puts emphasis on learning in an outside environment, as it helps children think about the natural world as a place to exercise and live healthily.  This is shown in the curriculum guidelines.

Iceland have had this emphasis on the outdoors for a long time now, with children aged 1-6 playing out every day but with Children aged 6-16 only playing out at playtimes, whilst socialising. It is not known how teachers provide learning opportunities in an outside environment, and this could vary dramatically, depending on the teacher and the school. 

There are signs throughout Iceland, showing teachers are using the outside more than they did and in Reyjkavik, the capital, 70% of schools stated they spend a significant amount of time in an outside education setting. (Oladottir, 2008)
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Part 2a
The definition of ‘Forest School’ as stated by the Forest School network is: ’It is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self- esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment,’(Murray and O’Brien, (2006)
Murray and O’Brien have raised concerns that young people are missing out on the experiences that their parents and the generations before them had.  They believe that they are missing out on going to the woods and other green places because there are more concerns about safety than there were in times past.  They also believe there is a feeling that there is enough for children to do inside and this in turn will keep them safe.

(Thompson, Aspirnall and Bell, 2004) Research carried out for the Scottish Forestry commission states that ‘if they don’t go when they are young then they wont go when they are grown up either and we will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature.’
The Welsh Government are encouraging teachers, especially foundation stages, to bring forest school teaching into their schools, as learning in a classroom environment is totally different to learning outdoors, in nature. 
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Part 2b 
1) plagiarism
Students must avoid plagiarism because it means they are taking someone else’s work or ideas, with or without consent and passing it off as their own. It is fraud. 
Reference: Cottrell, S, 2017, Critical thinking skills, 3rd edition 

2) False- You must reference everything you use from someone else.  This can be in the form of written work, books, internet articles, facts, verbal comments to name a few. 

3) I believe the statement to be false.  Anyone can add stuff to Wikipedia which does not make it true.  Wikipedia as a good starting point for information but everything taken from their sites must be fact checked with the resulting information referenced at source.  If you are looking for people’s opinions on various topics, Wikipedia can be used as long as the owner of the comments is referenced in the work.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia

4) A reference should be laid out like this:
Author (year), title, place of publish, name of Publisher. In your work it needs to be presented as (Brown, 2010) this is called in text citation.
Then present full reference list at the back. 
For more then two authors, use ‘et al’ in the text. In the refence list them all in same order as they appear in the original work. 
When quoting the text in your work use () like (brown, 2010)
Reference: Pears, R, Shields, G,2019, Cite them right, the essential referencing guide, 11th edition 

5) I think most resources would be acceptable, providing they are refenced properly.  Books, websites, newspaper articles, (not red tabs, like the Sun), scientific datasets, online maps. 



Part 3
[bookmark: _GoBack]The article I will be looking at which is found in the Journal of adolescent health, talks about students’ perspectives on cyber bullying. The survey was carried out in South Carolina by 3 Ph.D. specialist Patricia Agatston, Robin Kowalski and Susan Limber and was produced in 2007 on behalf of the society for Adolescents medicine.
The aim of this article was to give findings of the survey looking at the problem of cyber bullying and preventions to be put into place. The author asked 148 young people from middle and high school and it was noticed that young people thought cyber bullying was more common outside school but did not know the strategies on how to deal with it. They also noticed it was a lot more common for girls. They concluded that schools need to address this problem, put polices in place and make sure students are taught about this in their lessons at schools. 
The key finding of this article, is girls found cyberbullying more of a problem then boys did, with cyberbullying happened more outside school, with the use of internet-based bullying, than during the school day, in which texting was used more. 
The author also noted that the older children in high school knew how to bypass school systems in places by changing the wording they used.  These practices had not made it to the middle school yet, but it would only be a matter of time.  The writer also stated this problem was not going to go away and will get worse in time to come.  Stricter guidelines have to be put in place and young people need to be made more aware of cyber bullying and its effects. 
This article was formed in 2007 and what the authors findings show were so true. 13 years on, there is a lot more cyberbullying going on.  We know this by recent articles that have been published, for example, the BBC news in 2019 reported in Wales saying, ‘parents and teachers cannot keep up with cyberbullying, as technology is growing a lot faster than excepted.’  Communications watchdog OFCOM, had recently reported that ‘in young people aged 12-15, one in ten children have been bullied online’ and it is happening 24/7 now’. The UK Safer Internet Centre found that 43% of young people knew of someone who shared a photo or video of them without asking, with quarter of them admitted to sharing photos of others by screen shooting it and passing it on. The phrase ‘your bully is in your back pocket’ is being used more and more. 
On the other hand, schools are sending out many emails about this, and also offering free classes and educational experiences for young people as well as adults/parents.  Schools and youth clubs are holding workshops, with police and other agencies attending, to talk and education about cyber bullying. So many things have been put in place and continue to be but in place, but it also does not feel like enough. 
This article has been laid out simply and structed, so it is easy to read and follow. With short paragraphs and headings, it follows the pattern of thought of aim, method, results, discussion, acknowledgment and references, with it all flowing nicely.  The statistics used allows the reader to see how dangerous this topic is.
The author has written this piece in an objective manor and there are no judgemental comments about the results of his findings on cyber bullying. The findings avoid any exaggeration and bias comments, which makes the article accurate from his findings. 
After looking at the evidence and reasoning of this article, I believe more could have been done in hindsight. He only asked a small number of people at the time, but the findings did show the differences between sexes and the way their brain work, meaning that girls see things differently to boys. 
The author claims, that with young people now bringing phones with them to school, it is a lot easier for cyber bullying to happen. They wanted to look at this to hopefully prevent it. This argument is clear from the start as they wanted students’ perspectives and by the end of the first paragraph it is looking to address the reports made. In this article the author’s evidence is the findings from his survey questioning just 148 young people.  He could have included more graphical evidence such as diagrams and graphs, however, as it describes in the introduction, this was just a brief report of his findings. It also relies on the young people’s opinions and beliefs.
Even with such a small focus group, I believe the evidence should be considered reliable, as looking forward, their predictions were right.  It supports the argument they investigated, and we know this by researching different articles about the same subject, such as the BBC news article which I mentioned earlier. 
The conclusion of this this article is that girls and boys have different views on how cyber bullying will increase with mobile phones being so easily accessible.  Support needed to be put in place to help young people deal with being a victim of cyber bullying and knowing what to do as a bystander, whether it be in school or elsewhere, which I think is justified conclusion. They went out looking for students’ perspectives.  Collated their findings and as a result are now looking for ways to improve the situation. 
My overall view of this article is that it is a simple piece. Well structured, easy to read and understandable, with each paragraph and section titled so readers know exactly where to look for the information they need. 
I would recommend this to others as it is easy to understand.  However, I would warn future readers to be mindful of the year the report and findings were published as a lot has changed since 2007, which we have seen from the BBC news article mentioned earlier.  For example, a lot more apps have been created and nearly every child from year 7, has a mobile phone, if not younger.  
If the same survey was to be carried out today by the author, a lot more information could be collected and studied.  For example, there are more apps and sites that are used daily by young people that just were not available in 2007.  The sample group numbers would be a lot higher and a lot more people would have experienced cyber bullying. 
The problem that is now evident is that teachers and parents cannot keep up with technology, but schools, youth services, the police and other organisations are trying their best to keep everyone safe and up to date. 
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