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The Chanel handbag




Pre -reading

 Match the words to the definitions:

	A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
	logo 
status
cachet
prestige
coat of arms 
monogram
elite
upward mobility
aristocrat
	1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
	 the quality of showing power and money
 the image used to represent a brand
 high value and importance in society
 the image that was once used to represent an important family 
 a person from a traditionally rich and important family
 how important or powerful sb is
 a symbol with linked letters representing a person 
 only able to be had by the richest or most important people
rising up society from a lower class to a higher one





This is an extract from the book Bags, A lexicon of style by Valerie Steele & Laird Borelli (2005). However, the sentences are not in the correct order. Read the sentences and try to put them in the correct order.

Paragraph 1

	A
	The first of these is, perhaps, the most important – or, at least, the hardest to fake, since it implies a history of excellence and prestige

	B
	Yet, already by the 1950s and 1960s, wealthy trendsetters were covering themselves with fashionable logos: Hermes scarves, Gucci loafers, and so on.

	C
	According to one branding expert, a cult bag must have the following three characteristics:1] ”legitimacy within the fashion industry, 2] great advertising, and 3] celebrity support.”

	D
	“Monogram mania” exploded in the 1980s when conspicuous consumption was the order of the day.

	E
	Traditionally, within the fashion world, the greatest prestige has accrued to certain couture houses.

	F
	But what gives a particular bag cult status?






Paragraph 2
	a
	When she bobbed her hair, got a suntan, and wore costume jewellery mixed in amongst her fabulous real jewels, other women noticed and followed suit.

	B
	Mademoiselle Gabrielle Chanel (1883–1971), known as Coco Chanel, is widely regarded as the most important fashion designer of the 20th century

	C
	It is not surprising, therefore, that the quilted Chanel bag with the braided gold chain handle, is arguably, the status bag of all time.

	D
	A recognised fashion trendsetter at the beginning of the century, even before she began designing clothes, Chanel was her own best model



.. 


Reading

Read the extract from Steele and Borrelli on the luxury bag very quickly to see:

1 What are the qualities that give a bag cult status?

2  How did the Chanel bag relate to other aspects of the collection?



Read again to see:

1 How did the importance of labels arise historically?
2 How does the Channel bag relate to the rules for cult fashion items?
3 What are some ways the Chanel bag relates to changes in fashion in general? 
4 What happened to the 2.55 bag in the 1980s and why?

Discussion
1 What are the cult items in 2021? Are there any?
2 Are there cult items for men in the same way as there are for women? If so, what are they?
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