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EAEC6012 - Early Childhood - International Perspectives
The purpose of this essay is to critically evaluate and compare key issues that impact children's lives in two contrasting countries and cultures. This will include the comparison of international pedagogical approaches to understanding and supporting children's early experiences. The two countries that have been chosen to evaluate in depth are Wales and Sweden. These countries have been chosen due to Wales being a very familiar country and Sweden having their differences. This essay will evaluate the aspects of the diverse childhood experiences in these two contrasting countries, relating to ethnicity, language and rights and their impact on children’s lives. 
The Welsh Government (2018) Education is an important aspect to those in Wales. Britain's first centre of learning was set up in the 6th century in South Wales. In accordance with the Welsh Government (2018) Education in Wales is a compulsory aspect from the ages of 5 to 16. In Wales there are around 466,500 settings, all dedicated consisting of nurseries, primary, middle, secondary, special and welsh language schools. Schools in Wales aim to provide a high quality teaching and learning environment offering a social inclusion, equal opportunities and bilingualism across the border and commit to delivering schooling through English, Welsh and Bilingually. Wales have what is called the Foundation Phase, which is the statutory curriculum for all three to seven year olds, this was introduced in September 2010. In accordance with the Welsh Government (2017) the Foundation Phase is statutory in both maintained and non-maintained settings. The Foundation Phase is made up of 7 areas of learning, all of which are delivered through practical activities and active learning both in and outdoors. As stated by the Foundation Phase Framework document the statutory key areas of learning are: 
· Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity
· Language, Literacy and Communication Skills
· Mathematical Development
· Welsh Language Development
· Knowledge and Understanding of the World
· Physical Development
· Creative Development
The Foundation Phase Frameworks policies are summarised by The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), of which an international agreement is that protects the human rights of all children up to the ages of 18. In accordance to the Foundation Phase Framework document, they aim to ensure children have a flying start in life and access to a range of education, training and learning opportunities. At the centre of the statutory curriculum framework lies the holistic development of children and their skills and experiences. The framework focuses on play, play being the first hand experience activity children learn from. It is stated the said document that through play, children practice their learning, play with ideas, experiment, take risks, solve problems and make decisions. 
In comparison to Wales, Sweden provide children from the ages of 6 to accessible education. This is free and a system of which is regulated through the Education Act, this aims to provide a safe and friendly environment for children (Swedish Institute, 2018). According to Simply Learning Tuition (2017), The Swedish Education Act states that all children and young people have the opportunity to access equal education regardless of their gender, where they live or social and economic factors. In Sweden, schooling is compulsory from the ages of 6 rights through to year 9. Swedish Institute (2018) state that although school is compulsory from the ages of 6, pre-school is provided by municipalities for children ages one to five. This is depending on whether parents work, study or are employed. All children are offered a place in pre-school year, a year before they start compulsory schooling at the age of six. This year is provided to stimulate a child's development and learning, offering a platform for their future education. Although this is not compulsory. Simply Learning Tuition (2018) state that these schools are publically funded schools or municipally run, unless they are boarding schools of which are funded privately.  
Although Wales emphasises on schooling starting from a young age and being compulsory, where as in Sweden it is not compulsory till the ages of six, a similarity between the two countries on the importance of play in a child's earning and development is greatly emphasised. Like Wales, Sweden focuses upon the values behind children playing together and the use of outdoor activities. According to Swedish Institute (2018), children in Sweden are almost outside at all times, regardless of the weather or circumstances. In accordance with Quality Matters In Early Childhood Education and Care in Sweden (2013) play is important in settings curriculum. Evidence has shown that play leads to better sills and that indoor and outdoor play has provided children with high-quality developmental opportunities (Aasen et al, 2009). The Swedish curriculum sees play as an effective learning strategy, as does Wales. This is also stated through Piaget (1962) who's theory defined play as assimilation, and a way for children to take on experiences, knowledge and understanding. Vygotsky (1966) also considered play to be an important aspect of a child's cognitive development. It has been stated however that Sweden has implemented in their curriculum and ensures that child and play is centred in their learning developments. As well as implementing an integrated framework, emphasising children’s agency and play, providing a well-balanced holistic content. Like Wales, whom according to the Foundation Phase framework who according to the Welsh Government (2018), also ensure they challenge children through practical activities through the learning both indoors and outdoors through play. 
It has been argued by Whitebread, D and Bingham, S (2013) that children's experiences differ between Wales and Sweden due to the different time start in their education. It has been stated that Sweden have better academic achievements and children's well-being are at a greater standard, starting school later than those in Wales. According to Sean Coughlan's report to the BBC News, whilst Sweden children are experiencing more play based activities and experiences, those in Wales are following the fixed curriculum, with little exploration. However, research carried out by the University of Cambridge (2018) have stated that studies have compared results of a child's reading experiences and have said that by the age of 11 there is no difference between children from each of the countries, however these who started their schooling at a later age such as those in Sweden also developed less positive attitude to their leaning. 
Schooling and learning knowledge upon languages differs between countries. In Wales, there are 2 main languages taught across the curriculum, these being English and Welsh. It is only when children get to secondary school where they have the choice to learn a second/third language such as French. According to Simply Learning Tuition (2018) differs with this as in Sweden, it is compulsory for children to  gain understanding of languages. The curriculum for preschool in Sweden states that a child's language is of personal identity. Children with foreign backgrounds whom develop knowledge upon their mother tongues are encouraged to develop both the Swedish language and their mother tongue, whatever hat language may be. It has been said that those whom have mother tongue and foreign backgrounds seek better opportunities and experiences in learning Swedish. 
In relation to children and their rights, both Wales and Sweden both ensure children have the opportunities to access and for fill these rights. In accordance with the Swedish Institute (2018), the Swedish law ensures that children are well protected and their rights are defended. In comparison to Wales, Sweden follows the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, and was also one of the first countries to sign up to it. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child is an international agreement that protects the human rights of children under the age of 18. The Welsh Government adopted the Convention as the basis for policy making for children and young people in Wales. Within Wales, children's rights are implemented and effective, whereas according to Humanium (no date), children's rights in Sweden are inconsistent. This meaning that children are not always treated equally, because of the places that they live in which affects their well-being and specific needs not being taken into consideration. In comparison to Wales, Sweden have been stated to be unsupportive to those who are migrants and asylum seekers (a person who has fled their own country and applied for protection as a refugee elsewhere), it is known that these are increasingly being sent back to their original countries, without taking into account their risk of torture. Whereas in Wales, according to the Children's Society (2018) Wales aim to ensure that policies and procedures are put into place to provide refugee (someone who has been forced to flee their home due to persecution, on both mass or individual basis due to political, religious or military purposes) and migrant young individuals with safety and protection against their rights, regardless of their situations. Compared t Sweden, where a number of child asylum seekers have gone missing from the Swedish centres, making them vulnerable to abuse and exploitation. 
Children's experiences within both Wales and Sweden differ when it comes to having the right to identity, according to Humanium (no date) every individual has the right to an identity for their existence and way of recognition of their individual differences from others. This is backed up by the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child, under article 7 which states every child has the right to be registered a birth, with the right to have their own name and nationality (UNICEF, 2010). Unfortunately, because this is not the often the case in Sweden, a child's experience is often seen as invisible to society and vulnerable to exclusion preventing them from accessing services or status. However, it has been known that Sweden have no agreed to follow the children's convention, as does Wales. This also states that children asylum seekers have the same rights as other Swedish children, and that they have the right to have their say, the right to medical care and the right to go to school, regardless of their background or experiences. 
In each and every country, health care and what can be accessed varies depending on what country they are. According to the Sweden Institute (2018), health care in Sweden is very much tax funded and a system that ensures equal access to services provided. It is stated that it is part of the Swedish policy, that all individuals are provided with health and medical care, including dental care. This duty also includes those of whom may have a disability. It has also been said that Sweden brought in a new law in order to provide individuals new opportunities to influence health care, making it easier to report any wrong treatment or concerns. In Sweden, the majority of health care and medical costs are covered by the county council and taxes, leaving patient fees covering a minor amount. Where as in Wales, health care is relatively similar, though according to the Welsh Government (201), individuals living in Wales have access to a full, diverse range of health care with the National Health Service, known as the NHS. This was launched in order to provide free health care as a basic right to those in the United Kingdom.  According to the Guardian (2011), health care in Sweden is not all free, patients pay a fee at the point of care where as in Wales, health care is GP centred. In Wales, treatments are capped where as in Sweden, they are charged for (The Guardian, 2011). This can be difficult for a child and their experience with health care, depending on their situation and whether or not they can afford to pay the fees. This can be overcome by registering however. 
The cost of living in Sweden is relatively high, the cost of goods, expenses and the cost of housing is high. The costing of housing requires the biggest proportion of a salary. The accommodation in Sweden is expensive too. This puts pressure on families in order to be able to afford living costs, sometimes affecting a child's experience in regards to any treats or necessities. This is without all the necessities and utilities adding to pressure to the bills. Transport is also another factor adding to costings in Sweden, this is known to be expensive in Sweden, however children, students and senior citizens receive a discount like those in Wales. The cost of living in Sweden compared to Wales is relatively different, as it is in every country depending on your location, employment and circumstances. According to the Welsh Government (2018). Wales is known to have the lowest living costs in the United Kingdom and the population is known to take pleasure from the high standard of living. Historically, Wales has lower costs on items such as travel, food and services, providing individuals a better quality of life. However, to compare the countries, according to The British Expat Guide (2018) it has been suggested that Sweden is not ranked as high as the United Kingdom and Wales. Although the cost of living in Sweden is approximately 1.90% higher than in the United Kingdom. 
In accordance with Unicef (2018), childhood is where children have the time to be in school and learning through play, in order to grow strong and confident surrounded by the encouragement from those around them and their community. This is a time where children should be living without the fear of violence and abuse and exploitation. Learning through play is common throughout early childhood education and is often known as the overarching principle when working with young children. In Sweden, play has been an important dimension of preschool pedagogy. Teachers in Sweden have tested the effectiveness that play has over children’s education and they have been positive.  International studies recognise that children’s capabilities are shaped by the quality and experiences children have in the home and environments. Research suggests that experiences children have are an important factor to the effects on a child’s learning and development.  Once the term childhood was created, children were seen as innocent, protected from adult concerns. However according to Barbara Rogoff, childhood varies according to history, geography, culture, family make up and individual perspectives. 
According to the Swedish Institute (2018) Sweden is an effective location for children to grow up. There is a high standard of support provided to ensure a god life and organisations such as Save the Children Sweden to ensure that children’s rights are promoted globally. Save the Children (2017) is an organisation who ensure children have a healthy start in life and believe every child deserves a future regardless/ They ensure children have the opportunity to transform their lives and future at all times and in times of crisis.  Sweden has experienced immigration during challenging moments ensuring the rights of immigrant children are met. A child’s experience in this has presented to be those of difficult times and the Swedish society has not been prepared for. Children’s experiences in this has needed special attention and required a different approach. It has been known that children are often discriminated due to their social status, causing their experiences to be one that is far from enjoyable and fair. This means they have a tough time managing school, a good health and enjoying any free time they have. One of the most important aspects to a child’s experience living in Sweden is the way that they are listened to. 
To conclude this essay, it has been identified that there are both the similarities and differences between the two countries, being completely different but also very similar in the ways in which children learn and experience. Wales and Sweden being two separate countries are also those who also both ensure children are experiencing fair and effective experiences. There are a number of key issues impacting children’s lives all over the world and their cultures. This essay has contrasted the similarities and differences between the aspects of the diverse childhoods and experiences, relating to ethnicity, language and rights and the impact this has on their lives. It has been found that there are a number of factors, of which affect a child’s experience and learning development, all of which differ in relation to their own personal backgrounds. 
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