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Discuss if the Delian League Became an Athenian Empire
The chances of The Delian League ever becoming an Athenian Empire was miniscule, mainly because the dictionary definition of empire is against everything the Athenians believed in when it came down to democracy, the whole idea of the Delian league becoming an empire sounds like a daydream from the Spartans or the Peloponnesian League. The actual definition of an empire is ‘An extensive group of states or countries ruled over by a single monarch or oligarchy or sovereign state’ this is far from what the actual Delian league was, as it was believed that each city state had an equal vote in meetings held in Delos[footnoteRef:1]. Therefore, the Delian League most likely would’ve never have even had the chance to become an Athenian Empire due to lack of fundamental beliefs, however for the purpose of this writing there will be a discussion of what would’ve happened if The Delian League had somehow managed to become and Athenian Empire. The Delian League was also known at The Alliance, was a collection of City states who were Athenian put together for protection within the wars. The Delian league contained many city states however some of the most prominent ones being Byzantium, Lesbos, Chios and Naxos however the majority of the states were Ionian, because the Delian League was not an empire the only real rule that they had was that every state must have the same sworn enemies and the same allies as well as paying taxes to maintain the Athenian Navy. The Athenian navy was incredibly powerful and was often feared by the Spartans and Peloponnesian League which can be seen in the Corinthians retreat during the battle of sybota[footnoteRef:2].  [1:  Mark Cartwright,’Delian League’, Ancient History Encyclopaedia, 4th March 2016 < https://www.ancient.eu/Delian_League/ > [Accessed November 7th 2017].]  [2:  Christopher Morrissey,’The minor incident that sparked the Peloponnesian War’, The Imaginative Conservative, July 14th 2016 < http://www.theimaginativeconservative.org/2016/07/epidamnus-affair-peloponnesian-war.html > [Accessed November 7th 2017].] 


The Delian League was formed due to the Spartan withdrawal in Byzantion, which was caused due to Xanthippus’ refusal to allow the Ionian Greeks to be moved from Asia Minor to Europe to prevent invasion by the Persians. After this withdrawal there was an almost meeting held on the island of Delos to form a new alliance, this alliance would later be known as the Delian League. The whole purpose of this alliance was to fight against the Persians in order to protect the Ionian Greeks that inhabited Asia, this alliance should pay taxes to Athenians in order for protection and support from their enemies as well as to ‘repair the injuries they had suffered by laying waste the territories of the king’[footnoteRef:3]  There was 3 main goals when it came to the newly formed Delian League ; Prepare themselves for future invasion either from Persia or The Peloponnesian League, To seek revenge on the Persians for attempting to take over their colonies and to divide the goods they would loot from conquering other colonies. One of the important points of the Delian League was to seek revenge of the Persians of which they did, the most notable of all battles they fought against the Persian Empire was the battle of Eurymedon which took place around 466 BCE. Overall the formation of the League of Delian was essentially the start of the big hatred towards Spartans and their Oligarchy and arguably one of the possible causes for the great Peloponnesian war as Sparta was scared of the Athenians empire growing rapidly. [3:  Thucydides,’History of the Peloponnesian war’ Ed. By Thomas Hobbes, Trans. By Bohn, London 1843. Book 1 , Chapter 96, Sec. 1.] 


The Delian League had many victories however alongside these victories came loses, as not everyone in this Alliance agreed with having to pay taxes or donating troops to Athens. However back to the successes of the Delian league, the battle of Eurymedon. This battle caused great distress to the Persians as all their garrisons based in Chersonesus and Thrace were removed isolating the Persians and restricting their ability to spread their beliefs and influences. This battle ended very similarly to the Battle of Mycale the as the heavily armed army of the Greeks also known as the Delian League managed to prove themselves as superior to the Persians forcing them to flee back to where they had set up camps, but they ended up getting captured by the Delian League. Despite the victory its unknown how many Persian ships were actually taken it is argued between 200 being captured during the brief battle[footnoteRef:4] between the two Navy’s or 200 overall after the Persians had been captured and the ships had been abandoned on the riverbank when the Persians were attempting to flee back to their camp[footnoteRef:5]. Cimon then took on the 80 Phoenician ships that he made his fleets sail faster to avoid in order to surprise attack them, he managed to capture and destroy the entire fleet[footnoteRef:6]. This battle was one of many victories for the Delian League, however there was still many revolts within the Delian League which inevitably led to its fall skipping out on its ability to become an Athenian Empire.  [4:  Thucydides,’History of the Peloponnesian war’, Ed. By Thomas Hobbes, Trans. By Bohn, London, 1843, Book 1, Chapter 100, Sec. 1.]  [5:  Plutarch,’Cimon’, Trans. By Bernadotte Perrin. Published by Harvard University Press. London. William Heinemann Ltd. 1914. 2. Chapter 12, Sec. 6.]  [6:  Plutarch, ‘Cimon’, Trans. By Bernadotte Perrin. Published by Harvard University Press. London. William Heinemann Ltd. 1914.  2. Chapter 13 Sec. 4.] 


Like previously mentioned there was many revolts within the Delian league against having to pay tax or providing troops to the Athenians, even more so when the threat of Persia invading subsided but the amount needed through tributes continued to increase, this caused many city sates of the Delian league to try and secede one of them being Naxos who attempted to leave in 467 BC, like always Athens responded very dramatically to Naxos attempt by attacking the island making it semi dependent on Athens but also lowing their needed tribute in an attempt to maintain stability, and while it did work to an extent like most revolts during this era it had a ripple effect and caused other city states to revolt against the Athenians, an example of this was Thasos who wanted to keep control of their trade, so in 465 BCE the Athenians used sheer force and laid siege on the city and after 3 long years Thasos finally capitulated[footnoteRef:7]. The Athenians didn’t know it at time, but this was the start of The Delian Leagues collapse.  [7:  Chris Butler, ‘ From Delian League to Athenian Empire’, Flow of History, 2007, < http://www.flowofhistory.com/units/birth/3/FC23 > [ 7th November 2017].] 


Arguably one would say that at this point in time The Delian League looked more and more like an empire, multiple sites and writings argue that ‘The Delian League was turning into an Athenian Empire’[footnoteRef:8]. However, this doesn’t mean that the Delian League actually became the Athenian Empire. When the first Peloponnesian War broke out 460 BCE it was the first time that the Delian league was used against other Greek city states putting Persia on the back burner, Athens then went behind the Delian Leagues back and attempted to use a ‘failed’ expedition as an excuse to more the treasury to Athens, centralising all the money collected from all the city states The Delian League. After this failed expedition in Egypt against the prince, things just started going more and more downhill for the Delian League, in 446 BC they lost the battle of Koroneia, resulting in them having to repress a major revolt in Euboea. Athens also managed to cause a war between two league members, known as Samos and Miletos. This war in 440 BC, was over Priene, because both these city states were part of the Delian League, Athens plead for Samos to back off and when they didn’t they sent in their navy in an attempt to shut it down before a huge war began, while the Athenians were there they installed a new democratic regime causing them to throw out the Oligarchy, however the oligarchy was stubborn and asked the Persians for help, of which they did and they managed to restore the Oligarchy, this was a large blow to the ‘Athenian Empire’ as they were known for defeating the Persians. During the Great Peloponnesian war ( 432 – 404 ) against a Persian backed Sparta, and after 30 years Athens finally gives up and falls to her knees causing for the fall of the Delian League. Athens glory days were now over and the Delian League as they knew it had fallen. [8:  Chris Butler, ‘ From Delian League to Athenian Empire’, Flow of History, 2007, < http://www.flowofhistory.com/units/birth/3/FC23 > [ 7th November 2017].] 

Overall the like explained in the introduction the chances of the Delian league becoming a full-blown Athenian empire was small, and while some historians and people of the time seem to believe that it became very close of which you could argue it did. I personally don’t believe it would’ve mainly because the thing that really separated the Spartans and the Athenians apart from one another was the use of democracy, it can be seen in the war of Samos and Miletos that democracy was obviously super important to them and they wanted to introduce it into as many  Greek city states as possible, the if the Delian League was to become the Athenian empire by definition it would have to change its political definition, however you could argue that there was an Athenian empire that did contain some of the city states that were in the Delian League, and some that were not but was still very based on the idea of democracy, but not true democracy as people know it now with the modern day definition as for  a long time only true Athenian men could vote in the elections meaning any man who was not classes as Athenian could not vote neither could women or slaves, whereas if you looked on the sides they were trying to defeat such as the Persian empire life seemed pretty dandy considering they lived in an Oligarchy mainly because they ruled ‘ lightly’ they allowed their conquered kingdoms to keep their kings as long as they pledge alliance to the Persian king or king of kings and payed taxes, they also didn’t have slavery in the Persian empire as they followed a religion called Zoroastrain, despite there being religious freedom in the Persian empire this was one of the many rules people would have to abide by. If the Delian League had become the Athenian empire it wouldn’t have lasted too long as there would be constant revolts and rebellions against Athens itself, as can be seen even with a simple alliance between city states. 
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