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Introduction

In this dissertation proposal I will explore 3 keywords or themes that I can apply to my dissertation in my final year.  The 3 topics that I have identified are social identities, control of individuals through technology and sociology of social media.  I will briefly analysis each keyword and explain the direction of my interest of the keyword to move carry forward for deeper analysis and critic within my dissertation.

Social Identities

Social identity theory:  

“Tajfel and Turner social identity theory explains that part of a persons concept of self comes from the groups to which that person belongs. An individual does not just have a personal self hood, that multiple selves and identity is associated with their affiliated groups. A person may act differently in varying social contacts according to the groups they belong to, which might include the sport team they follow, their family, their country of nationality, and the neighbourhood they live in, among many other possibilities.” (David, 2015)

A person’s identity can change with whatever group they become part of they are moulded by the personalities and culture that exists within that group that they choose to belong to.  This means a person will have multiple identities in the different groups that they belong to and a person groups will normally change over time.  An example of this, is a person who’s profession is in the banking sector will change character while socialising with work colleagues after work then will act differently when he goes to a football match with his old school mates.
[image: ][image: ]


(Dreamtime, 2018)

(Back, 2018)

Within society we naturally form groups to socialise in. Within our lives we connect with multiple groups, like sports groups, family groups, social groups and work groups. We also change groups during our life due to different circumstances like marriage, having children, losing or gaining weight.

Social identity theory can be very positive for us, as an individual being part of a group can make you feel good because of positive feedback from the group, a sense of belonging, your mind being occupied by the positive network you are surrounded by.
Although on the negative side of this theory, is that groups can give you a false sense of confidence outside of the group and other people that are not part of that group may not be so praising with there words.

Within society we naturally form groups to socialise in. You have in groups and out groups. An example of this is, two rival cycling groups in the same area, if you belong to one that would be an in group and within this group everyone exaggerates how much better their group is than the rival group. People in the in group praise each other and this shows loyalty to the group which enhances the group as a whole, they always talk positive about their group and talk negative about the out group.
[image: ][image: ]



(Cafeteros Cycling club, 2018)
(Swansea Wheelers Cycling Club, 2014)

When the individual is outside of the group their confidence may be lower and they may not be as good as they think because there in group has exaggerated their performance and praises. Also if you become friends with someone from the out group you could be outside from that social circle the in group.
[image: ]In my practical work I have followed the work of Cindy Sherman and have created multiple different identities of myself through my photographic practise.

I will use this diagram to act as a framework for my dissertation in the keyword social identity. Respond to my dissertation proposal question I will analyse all the categories and there impact on our lives.
(Age-of-the-sage.org, 2018) 


[image: ]
This is an initial brainstorm that I have created to highlight the areas of investigation for my dissertation.






Control of individuals through technology
[image: ]
In this section I will look at how surveillance through technology changes ones behaviour.  One of the first theorists to analyse this theory was Michel Foucault, he developed a theory around surveillance called disciplinary power.  
(Totally Histories, 2018) 


“Disciplinary power (surveillance) is now everywhere and everyone is subjected to it, most of the examples are the use of CCTV in public spaces; but disciplinary power is also at work, in schools through the use of electronic registers and reports, we can see it in workplaces through the use of performance monitoring and we can even see it in our personal lives, both pregnancy and childhood are highly monitored by the healthcare professionals and social workers for example, and most of us just except this as normal.” (Thompson, 2018)
[image: ]
Foucault was one of the first theorists to develop a theory about surveillance, this theory was developed to watch the public as a whole in built-up areas of cities and towns through the use of CCTV.  Technology has advanced to such a degree that we now carry personal technology devices that allows us to be watched within our everyday lives.(Colourbox, 2018)


[image: ]The most used technological device is the mobile phone and it is used worldwide.  The mobile phone was initially used for making phone calls to and from people close to you and many started using the mobile phone in case of an emergency.   Mobile phones have developed very gradually and now have become pocket computers that we have all got used to slowly over time and are now the norm.(Mazedon, 2018)

[image: ]
The use of the simple mobile phone has changed it is no longer just used for just a conversation or simple text we will use it in our everyday lives and download apps, for example, cyclists use an app called Strava, that monitors your speed, heart rate and the places on the map where you have been, this information is then stored on the app on the leaders board. (Erneut Sicherheitsprobleme mit Strava, 2018)


[image: ]There are also very good cameras built-in to these phones which when you take a photograph they also take the GPS reading of where the picture was taken. (Friedl, 2018)


[image: ]There is also a listening device called Siri on the Apple phone, this application listens out for keywords and will respond with answers to your questions. Siri is also listening to any conversations that you have with someone while you have your phone on you, there is every possibility that you can be listened to by the state.(Siri, 2018)


[image: ]With so many different applications and tools on the phone now, they can be very easily tracked or hacked by the state or a third party, for example, if you committed a crime and you speed off in your car, you could be tracked through GPS on your phone to alert the authorities of your location. (Find Friends, 2018)



[image: ]Technology in personal surveillance has increased dramatically in the last few years we have been blinded by the benefits of technology devices and we do not concentrate on the fact that we can be listened to 24 hours a day seven days a week within the our personal homes. These devices go from applications within our mobile phones, computers, iPads with applications like Siri, to music speaker devices like Amazon echo with the application of Alexa.  Alexa has been widely advertised on the television to help us in our daily lives, with such a range of purposes. So the companies have been very clever in advertising this gadget, as the latest must have device to have in your household at the moment. When people purchase this speaker they are blinded by the positive interactions that this application can provide and people fail to realise the full implications of the device and its ability to listen to you 24 hours a day seven days a week in your own personal space.(Pinterest, 2018)

[image: ]
I have interest in the surveillance state and its affect on individuals, I have outlined areas of this within my site specific exhibition and in my creative research assignment. Within my dissertation I will look at how these technological gadgets will have control over the way we live and us giving consent to be watched in our every day lives. I have completed an initial brainstorm ready for my dissertation.

Sociology of social media
“Websites and other online means of communication that are 
used by large groups of people to share information and to develop social and professional contacts” 
(dictionary.com, 2018)

Social media is an online virtual space that allows people to share information about themselves to an audience of there choosing.  Social media is accessed from websites and applications on your mobile phone, notebook or computer.  Social media started many years ago with basic websites like Bebo that was mainly used by the young and has evolved to well known websites like Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.  It is extremely rare to come across someone that has never or does not have a social media account.(Mishra, 2018)

[image: ][image: ]


(Langshaw, 2018)


User sign up to social media sites for various initial reasons, such as to communicate with others, to be part of the online community, ensuring they are not left out and to share information about there own lives.  

In my dissertation, I would like to analyse the impact that social media has on its users, I will look at the initial positive reasons then go into looking at symbolic interactionists, conflict theory and dysfunction theory. 

Most users sign up to Facebook, as they will feel it will be positive to their lives and a place they can share positive experiences that happen throughout life.  This gives the user self confidence and reassurance of who they are within their online groups.

[image: ]When users sign up to social media sites they miss calculate how the use of the site will impact their lives.  Many users become addicted to going onto the social media site as they do not want to miss out on any information or they want positive feedback on their shared information that they have posted.  By being addicted to checking your social media site a persons concentration becomes fragmented, therefore you are unable to fully concentrate on other tasks that need to be completed, an example of this is, as I am doing this work my mobile phone is constantly flashing and pinging to get my attention that I have Facebook messages. My mind will not switch off to the alerts until I have read the incoming alerts, therefore it is a distraction from the work required.

Once a person becomes addicted to a social media website or application it can then have a negative affect on a persons mind, this can range from feelings of loneliness to bullying this can then lead to anxiety and depression.(Yildirimturk, 2018)


This area is of great interest to me, I enjoy learning about its effects on our lives, and it is also very current.  In my dissertation I will analyse the effects that social media has on a person both positive and negative and how it effects and controls a persons behaviour.
[image: ]
This is a brainstorm that I have created to outline the areas to be explored within my dissertation.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
I have great interest in all three topics within this proposal and would like to further investigate the topics within my dissertation.  I would like to direct the chosen topics to show how they have an effect on our daily lives and change the way we live and think. I have included my initial brainstorming maps to show the areas of interest going forward into my dissertation and hope to further elaborate on these when investigating my dissertation.  Through careful analysis of my chosen topics and direction I would like to investigate, I have decided on the following question for my dissertation:

“How are we moulded as individuals through society and the impact that developing technology and social media has on us”
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