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This essay will evaluate the use of stop and search powers in England and Wales. According to Gov.uk (2021) Stop and search is where a police officer can stop and question someone at any time. A police officer can ask you the following. 
· Ask what your name is 
· Where are you planning to go?
· What is your reason in being in the area?


A police officer has the authority to stop and search someone if they have the suspicion that they are carrying illegal drugs, stolen items, or an item such as a hammer to go and commit crime. A PCSO can stop you but cannot search you. According to the Metropolitan police (2021) The reason officers use the stop and search system is because that officers can investigate their suspicions about an individual without the need of arresting them. This essay will delve deeper into how police officers have the right to stop and search individuals and explain the rights of the individuals who are being stopped and searched. This essay will also discuss the issues with stop and search for example racial discrimination. There is hatred towards the police and this is not healthy for the police force as the public think that they may be targeted and stopped and searched for no reason.
According to stopwatch (2021) in April to March 2020 the police force conducted 271,283 searches across the areas covered by metropolitan police. This is a high figure and shows that stop and search is a very good way of stopping potential criminals. 
Stop and search is used to prevent crime occurring and to stop individuals carrying out crimes. By using the stop and search system, the police aim to take weapons or even individuals selling drugs off the streets. Stop and search is known to be very useful to combat criminal activity on the streets for example preventing criminals having the opportunity to sell drugs or carrying murders due to carrying weapons on the streets. The police have a very useful tactic to stop criminals and help make communities safer, more criminals are getting caught and this makes communities safer and stops less crimes being carried out. Stop and search powers can cause huge debate and makes the public feel on edge. According to Full fact (2019) the Stop and search method may not be as effective as other methods as data suggests that it’s not particularly effective at reducing crime as it aggravates potential criminals. 
According to College of policing (2017) if a police officer has suspicion that you have been involved in an unlawful act they can stop and search an individual. An officer can stop a person seeking information on a person’s whereabouts. An officer can approach a member of the public to find out information about a case they are carrying out. They can stop the person and ask them questions so that the person in question has the opportunity to prove their innocence. The person is not obliged to answer the questions and are free to leave. Police officers must be efficient when they stop an individual and carry out their protocols accordingly, by officers doing this properly it is hoped that this will bring a lot of offenders to justice.  
Racial discrimination has a big effect on the stop and search method. According to Bowling and Phillips (2007) there is a damaging effect between the police and the black community. According to Ali and McCrum (2021) officers are using the stop and search method on the BAME community more than any other race. This is evident that the police force are exploiting their use of power and are targeting the BAME community. This will cause hatred from the public towards the police force as the public may feel that officers may be targeting certain individuals due to their race or background In the long term this will have a damaging effect on the police force as the public will have no trust in the police force and this will then cause uncertainty between the public and police force. Studies show that it is 5.7 more likely for an officer to use force on a black person more than a white person. Also, studies show that it is more likely see a black person handcuffed more than any other person. Furthermore, a black person is more likely to be tasered. By targeting the BAME community this will instantly cause scrutiny from the public towards the police. An example of the police abusing the use of stop and search is the killing of George Floyd, an officer called Derek Chauvin pinned down George on the floor and kneeled on his neck for more than nine minutes. This is not healthy for the police as the public will think that the stop and search method is not being carried out in the way it should be and that the BAME community are being targeted. 
There is a lot of hatred towards the police and the community have tensions towards the police. This is not good for the police force as they are continuously battling to win the trust of the public, if the police have the backing of the community the police force can be more effective in preventing crime. By having a strong relationship with the public this will open up more opportunities to find criminals, this is because the public will come forward to the police on the whereabouts for a person. Officers can use the stop and search more frequently and this will help officers stop criminals committing crime. The effectiveness of the stop and search powers comes into force here, by officers using the stop and search method effectively it could win the public’s trust, this is because the public will visibly see that the stop and search method is being used wisely and effectively. According to Metropolitan police (2021)  the stop and search method is a very important part of the police power in preventing crime and keeping the streets safe. According to surveys carried out by public attitude survey, 83% agree that we should use the power and 78% of people believe that they are confident in the fair use of it.  
Police training can come into the stop and search method, by having the right training and qualifications this will benefit officers and officers can carry out the stop and search method effectively, by officers having the knowhow and experience of carrying out the stop and search method this will bring a lot of offenders to justice as they can search individuals and seize weapons and make the streets safer. According to college of policing (2016) police training had a positive impact on the quality of stop and search practise, for example when officers have the proper training, they can judge whether a certain situation needs a stop and search. Police officers can use other options before stop and search, as not all situations need the use of a stop and search. According to Akwagyiram (2012) instead of turning to the stop and search method, an officer could stop someone and ask them questions, this will be easier and quicker than the stop and search method. This alternative does have its pros and cons, the advantages to this is that it has the chance for an officer to ask them certain questions that could convict the suspect on the spot. The disadvantages to this is that the suspect could give false details and this will waste police time, the officer will have to call in the police office to get the correct details and this will take more longer than it should do. The officer could be somewhere else and stopping crime instead a certain individual is taking up unnecessary time of a police officer. 

In some situations, stop and search can be necessary and in other situations not necessary. If a police officer has the suspicion that an individual is about to carry out a criminal activity and has the suspicion that an individual is carrying a weapon or any other criminal item, they have the lawful right to stop and search them. According to Release (2020) the police have the power to stop and search someone if they have the suspicion that they are or have been involved in a crime. Stop and search is necessary as it stops criminals carrying out their criminal activities, this will make a huge difference in terms of stopping crime being committed. On the other hand, stop and search can be unnecessary as if an officer stops someone and the person in question has the time to dispose a weapon, the officer is wasting their time as they could have been in a different situation stopping potential criminals. 
Stop and search can be harmful and also not harmful to individuals. If you stop a vulnerable person this can be very challenging for police officers as if you push them too far, they can react in different ways, for example reacting with violence towards a police officer. Police officers must be careful in who and how they carry out the stop and search with, if they come across someone who is vulnerable, they must be very careful in how they deal with them. If an officer doesn’t come across well it will put themselves danger as the person who has been stopped can use violence towards an officer. According to College of policing (2016)  officers should always carry out the stop and search method with the person’s co-operation. Officers should aim to be as non-threatening as possible, at some point if a person feels threatened, they might become defensive and might even become violent. It is important that officers don’t come across harmful towards individuals as if a person reacts to what the officer is doing or saying, the situation could become harmful. On the other hand, stop and search can be not harmful as it is not causing the person in question pain or violating their human rights, by ensuring that both these points are met, stop and search can help officers crack down on crime. According to Metropolitan police (2021) stop and search protects the public and stops crime, in the years 2019-2020 stop and search helped officers discover 65,000 criminals acts and this resulted in 34,000 arrests. These stats show that stop and search brings a lot of criminals to justice and doesn’t harm individuals as the stats show the stop and search method doesn’t harm individuals as they comply with the officer’s instructions. 
To conclude the stop and search tactic has its pros and cons. This assignment has gone in-depth on how successful it is and its weak points. The main reason officers use the stop and search is to investigate their suspicion without the need of arresting an individual. This is good for officers as they wont cause scenes and can effectively and efficiently carry out their suspicions about an individual. However, saying this there can be cons to the stop and search method. If an officer is dealing with an individual by their selves the person who is being stopped can use violence towards the officer or even make a run for it. This can be a regular occurrence for officers and will only increase crime rates as potential criminals will think they can abuse the tactic. Racial discrimination can come into the argument as the BAME community might feel they are being targeted on because of their skin colour or race. Officers must be careful in how they come across to individuals, there has been situations where an officer has abused their use of power. For example, the George Floyd case. Derek Chauvin murdered George by kneeling on his neck for 9 minutes and 29 seconds. It is evident here that George got dealt in an appalling way, the officer abused the use of stop and search. Stop and search can be harmful to certain individuals as they might not feel comfortable being stopped by an officer and this will aggregate the situation. Officers must be careful and considerate when carrying out the tactic. Saying this stop and search can be very effective and can combat criminal activity very well, the tactic must be well carried out and shouldn’t abuse the persons human rights. In my opinion I think the stop and search method is a very good tactic to prevent criminal activity, this is because you can stop someone with a formal approach and this will not cause a scene. Also, it takes dangerous weapons off the streets and stops individuals selling drugs. By taking weapons and drugs off the streets it makes the world a safer place and doesn’t put members of public at risk. However, there are negatives to the stop and search tactic, one thing is that if a person becomes agitated and violent the stop and search won’t be effective as a police officer you have lost control of the situation. By losing control of the situation it will not resolve the matter. Another negative is that if a person doesn’t comply with instructions it will make the scenario harder as if an officer is asking questions and the person doesn’t reply the officer can’t arrest them as they haven’t got a reason to do so. This essay has evaluated the effectiveness of stop and search and also the negatives of stop and search. Stop and search is a useful tactic to use for officers.  
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