Kurtis Williams  Student Number: 1801031  HPHP 4009 Pathway to Evil: Genocide        Assignment 1 

Analyse and critically evaluate TWO sources, extracts, questions or statements, studied or referred to during the teaching of HPHP 4009 'Pathways to Evil': Genocide - History, Theory, and Denial.
The term “Genocide” was first coined by Raphael Lemkin in the late 1940’s. He used it in response to the 1915 Arminian Massacre by the Turks, and the more recent Jewish Holocaust. Throughout human history the heinous crime of genocide has been committed by people on groups that they thought inferior to themselves, the “other” person. Acts of genocide aren’t limited to times of deep unrest and war. There have been multiple examples of this behaviour committed in peaceful periods.
Featured below is an analysis of two sources that provide a clear indication that the countries involved in Genocides were planning these crimes well in advance of actually undertaking them. Comparing and contrasting both sources also helps to improve our understanding of Genocide in the 20th century. 
Source 1“I, the great general of the German soldiers, send this letter to the Herero people. Hereros are no longer German subjects. They have murdered, stolen, cut off the ears and noses and other body parts from wounded soldiers, and now out of cowardice refuse to fight. I say to the people: anyone delivering a captain to one of my stations as a prisoner will receive one thousand marks; whoever brings in Samuel Maherero will receive five thousand marks. The Herero people must leave this land. If they do not, I will force them to do so by using the great gun [artillery]. Within the German border every male Herero, armed or unarmed, with or without cattle, will be shot to death. I will no longer receive women or children but will drive them back to their people or have them shot at. These are my words to the Herero people.”
Extract from Norman M. Naimark : Genocide A World History {Oxford University Press 2017}
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This quotation is taken from a letter sent by General Lothar von Trotha to the Hereros tribe of Namibia, in 1904. It was an attempt at persuading them to turn in their leaders and also to scare them into fleeing. This happened shortly before he issued his notorious Schrecklichkeit order, which called for the eradication of all the Herero men, with women and children shot at and expelled to die later[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Naimark, Norman M, Genocide A World History, Page Number 67, Oxford University Press 2017, ISBN 9780199765270.] 

This source is featured in the Norman Naimark’s book “Genocide: A World History” (2017, Oxford University Press). Naimark has created an episodic coverage of Genocides and conflicts. His starting point being 1020 BC with the beginning of the Kingdom of Israel and ending with the 2009 inditement of President Omar al-Bashir by the International Criminal Court for war crimes.
Throughout this book. Naimark has remained consistent, with balanced and fact driven analysis of events related to genocide. However, in some instances it appears that he leans towards the victims of Genocide, which is very understandable. An example of this would be, “the bedraggled Herero retreated farther into the desert, they grew increasingly hungry and thirsty”. Although this is a clear analysis of historical events, his use of the adjective “bedraggled” guides the reader to sympathise with the victims. The majority of the book provides historical facts, in a purely methodical and impartial manner in keeping with that of an academic historian. 
Norman Naimark is a distinguished American historian and author of eight books with a focus on Genocide and Ethnic cleansing. He is currently a Professor of Eastern European studies at Stanford University. He has served on the editorial boards of several leading journals including “The American Historical Review” and “The Journal of Modern European History”. Naimark has also been involved in numerous committees dedicated to fostering research and international exchanges with the USSR and other Eastern European states.
Naimark is of Jewish decent and does show some bias against the Nazis. In chapter 5 he states that, “Hitler’s “road to genocide” was incremental and marked by happenstance, much as was his road to power, but his focus on the Jewish menace was unrelenting, purposeful, and monomaniacal”. The last adjectives of this sentence   convey a sense of justifiable bias, but it is the exception, as in this text/book all other events are covered evenly. 
This source helps illustrate the idea that Genocides aren’t simply spontaneous acts that occur when a person or groups’ humanity fails them: but are planned and foreshadowed, either through the actions or correspondence of the persecuting people.
Von Trotha’s bias against the Herero people is clearly inferred by his declaration “Within the German border every male Herero, armed or unarmed, with or without cattle, will be shot to death”. It is also evident with the appalling statement that, “I will no longer receive women or children but will drive them back to their people or have them shot at”. Although horrific, the bias displayed might not have been personal but political. Germany during this period had struggled to adapt to the Guerrilla tactics employed by the Herero in the five months before Trotha’s arrival.
A campaign of systematic killing was carried out shortly after the letter was received. Many Herero were killed or executed. Some managed to escape but were unable to approach waterholes because of harassment from Military Units under direct orders from Von Trotha.
One aspect that precedes any Genocide is the idea of the “other” or “lesser” person. A people who is deemed to be the evil that must be stopped, no matter the measures. This notion would fuel the Genocide of Jews and other minorities, by the Nazis some 38 years later. This source is a prime example of demonising a culture, “They have murdered, stolen, cut off the ears and noses and other body parts from wounded soldiers, and now out of cowardice refuse to fight”. This was the justification used to convince the German soldiers (and those back home) of the righteousness of their actions. Von Trotha’s justification that elimination of the Herero was both needed and necessary.
This quotation is a perfect academic aid. It is a primary source that provides us with an insight into how the idea of irradicating a population was formulated, before any action was taken. It also highlights the indifference expressed by those who have given the order to kill members of a community. It also shows that the murder of women and children was an acceptable outcome. This campaign was a heinous crime, but not an isolated incident. Germany would commit the same atrocities again in the near future.
Source 2News is reaching the Polish Government in London about the liquidation [of] the Jewish ghetto in Warsaw.
The persecution of the Jews in Poland, which has been in progress from the very first day of the German occupation, has taken on extremely acute forms since March 1942, when Himmler ordered the extermination of 50% of the Jewish population in the Government General, to be carried out by the end of 1942.
Though the German assassins had started this work with extraordinary gusto, the results apparently did not satisfy Himmler, for during his visit to the General Gouvernement [sic] in July 1942 he ordered new decrees personally, aiming at the total destruction of Polish Jewry.
The persecutions in Warsaw started on July 21st. 1942, when German police cars suddenly drove into the ghettos. The soldiers immediately started rushing into houses, shooting the inhabitants at sign without any explanation. The first victims belonged mostly to the educated classes. On that day almost all the members of the Jewish Municipal Council were arrested and held as hostages.
On July 22nd. 1942 the Jewish Council was ordered to proclaim the decree of the German authorities dealing with the resettlement of all the Warsaw Jews, regardless of sex or age, in the Eastern part of Poland, with the sole exception of persons working in German factories or members of the Jewish militia. The daily quota of people to be re-settled was fixed at 6,000 and members of the Jewish Municipal Council were ordered to carry out the order under the pain of death.
By the next day, however, on July 23rd., the German police again appeared in the Jewish Municipal Council and demanded to see the chairman, Mr. Czerniakow. After the police had left, Czerniakow committed suicide. From a note he left for his wife, it became clear that he had received an order to deliver 10,000 people the next day and 7000 daily on the following days, in spite of the fact that the quota had been fixed originally at 6,000. The victims to be delivered to the Germans are either dragged out of their homes or seized in the streets. As the zeal of the Jewish police to perform these duties against their own people was slight and did not give a guarantee of efficiency, the Germans have mobilised temporary security batallions [sic] for the man-hunts, consisting of Ukrainians, Latvians, and Lithuanians. These batallions, under the command of SS men, are characterised by their utter ruthlessness, cruelty and inhumanity.
The Jews, when caught, are driven to a square. Old people and cripples are then singled out, taken to the cemetery and there shot. The remaining people are loaded into goods trucks, at the rate of 150 people to a truck with space for 40. The floor of the truck is covered with a thick layer of lime and chlorine sprinkled with water. The doors of the trucks are locked. Sometimes the train starts immediately on being loaded, sometimes it remains on a siding for a day, two days or even longer. The people are packed so tightly that those who die of suffocation remain the crowd side by side with the still living and those slowly dying from the fumes of lime and cholorine, from lack of air, water and food. Wherever the trains arrive half the people arrive dead. Those surviving are sent to special camps at Treblinka, Belzec and Sobibor. Once there, the so-called ‘settlers’ are mass murdered.

Report on the attacks on the Jewish ghetto in Warsaw (catalogue reference FO 371/30923)
Jan Karski {1939}






























The National Archives is a very useful resource when trying to research a subject. The information that is held within the archives hasn’t been edited to fit within certain restrictions or parameters. Source 2 (above) is an exact transcript of an original report, digitised for convenience[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  National Archives, The Karski Report, Catalogue ref: FO 371/30923, https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/holocaust/karski-report/ (Accessed September 2020)] 

The report was authored by Jan Karski, a Polish soldier and resistance fighter. He recorded the atrocities committed by the Nazis in both occupied France and Poland. His detailed accounts, written in late 1939, were forwarded to the exiled Polish government in 1940.
During this turbulent time in world history, Nazi Germany had already conquered much of Europe. Swift and often brutal Blitzkrieg campaigns allowed them to break through allied defensive lines and conquer as much territory as possible. Fortunately, this advance would grind to a halt, due to the failures of the Luftwaffe (Battle of Britain), and Operation Barbarossa (which so enraged the USSR that they joined WWII in 1941). 
Although much of the World was watching the battles unfold, many were unaware of the horrendous activities / war crimes that followed the German lines. The SS and some of the Wehrmacht units were actively engaging in the slaughter of Jews and other undesirables. This behaviour was more prominent in Eastern European countries (Poland especially) rather than those of France and Belgium. 
The purpose of Karski’s reports was to highlight the dire situation Polish citizens were facing, especially minorities (Jews in particular). His reports also helped enlighten the Western Allies to the deteriorating situation that the resistance units were encountering: being persecuted and eliminated by the Nazis. Reports such as this offered the first inclinations as to the darker elements of the Nazi menace spreading their hate across most of the continent. 
Although not academic in nature this document provides us with a primary account of the crimes committed during this time period. It specifically focuses on the actions taken against the Warsaw Jews by the German Police and Soldiers stationed in the city. 
Karski’s bias against the Germans is very evident within parts of this document. Although this is to be expected, as he was reporting on the invaders of his country and the murders of his countrymen. However, it is also very evident that Karski is writing as a soldier, and the majority of the report appears to be clinical and detail orientated, as with any military report.



Examples of these strong biases are “the German assassins had started this work with extraordinary gusto”, “These batallions, under the command of SS men, are characterised by their utter ruthlessness, cruelty and inhumanity” and “Once there, the so-called ‘settlers’ are mass murdered”. All of these quotes are Karski’s blatant condemnation of the murder of those singled out by the Nazis. 
The fact that Karski was so detailed in his reports, as to the methods of the elimination of the Polish Jews is extraordinary. Many of the Allied Forces were only made aware of the extreme brutality of the Nazis’ towards the end of the War, after the discovery   of Concentration and Death camps. However, Karski actually refers to a number of these camps by name, their actual purpose, and not what the Germans had claimed they were built for earlier in the decade, “Those surviving are sent to special camps at Treblinka, Belzec and Sobibor. Once there, the so-called ‘settlers’ are mass murdered”. 
From Karskis’ account, we are able to obtain a sense of the scale at which Jews and other undesirables were expelled from Warsaw. He writes, “it became clear that he had received an order to deliver 10,000 people the next day and 7000 daily on the following days”. A relatively small, but ever shocking number, when we look back and see the vast numbers taken from other areas. All added to the Nazis death toll, the desire of one man and his twisted vision of the future.   
Karski’s description of the transportation to the camps and simultaneous elimination of the Warsaw Jews is vivid. The report states ““The floor of the truck is covered with a thick layer of lime and chlorine sprinkled with water. The doors of the trucks are locked. Sometimes the train starts immediately on being loaded, sometimes it remains on a siding for a day, two days or even longer. The people are packed so tightly that those who die of suffocation remain the crowd by side with the still living and those slowly dying from the fumes of lime and cholorine, from lack of air, water and food.”. These shocking details show how utterly indifferent and cruel the Nazis were. Killing populations by any means available to them, including chemical and mechanical agents. 
Karskis’ report is very valuable as it provides a somewhat episodic account of key events that took place in the Warsaw Ghetto. It also indicates the rapid changes that occurred during this time. 
Both of these sources help highlight the differences between Imperial and Nazi Germany. Through technical advances and the social differences between the two time periods. Within Trothas’ letter he states that he would use both artillery and conventual weapons to eliminate the Herero. However, with the change of regime and innovation, came a new way of eliminating the undesirable element of society in the eyes of the Germans
As an academic aid, Source 2 displays a first-hand account from a “victim” perspective of how a Genocide began, and the methods used to implement this crime. Source 1 is also a primary account from the “perpetrator”, informing the intended victims of a genocide / massacre of the consequences of not running from the gathering storm.
Overall, both sources have aided in advancing the understanding of Genocide during the 20th century. Having to research the background knowledge held within each source, and learning the ways in which each regime went about committing their own Genocides during different stages in technological and ideological development. One thing is clear, no matter when Genocide is committed, whether it be immediately, a month, year or even decades later, there are signs or communications that signal that such an atrocity might / will occur. Anyone with the available resources to prevent this crime happening, should intervein before it is too late.
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