Assignment 3: HPHI5019		Medicine and Miracles           	            	Jones. J., 2007994
Medicine vs Witchcraft: An Investigation into the Bio-medical, Social and Philosophical approaches between the nuns of the 5th to 13th centuries and the so-called Witches the Catholic Church tried to eradicate.					 


The early to late Middle Ages (410[footnoteRef:1] - 1471[footnoteRef:2] A.D) was the period of European Medieval history when anatomical and physical ideas were mostly inherited from ancient medicine,[footnoteRef:3] which is the study and treatment of “illness or injury”.[footnoteRef:4] Ethno-medicine covers the different concepts and beliefs of “health”, “illness” and “cures” through history from a multi-disciplinary perspective, however, regardless of beliefs, people have searched and are still searching for cures for illness and disease today.  [1:  English Heritage, “An Introduction to Early Medieval England” English Heritage (c.410-1066), (2023), https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/story-of-england/early-medieval/ (Accessed 25-06-2023).]  [2:  English Heritage, An Introduction to Medieval England (1066-1485), English Heritage, (2023), https://www.middleages.org.uk/medieval-england/ (Accessed 25-06-2023).]  [3:  Siraisi, Nancy G., Medieval & Early Renaissance Medicine: “An Introduction to Knowledge and Practice”, E-book, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, (1990), 37, 97, https://hdlhandlenet.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/2027/heb01534.0001.001(Accessed 27-05-2023).]  [4:  Cambridge University Press, “Medicine”, Cambridge Dictionary, (2023), https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/medicine (Accessed 16-06-2023).] 


During the Middle Ages most medical treatments were carried out by clergy, scholastics, and illiterate herbalists to manage illness and disease. Anatomy and physiology developed in the late 12 – 15th century as Christ himself was seen as a physician of souls and bodies,[footnoteRef:5] and praying for healing was all some people had left. [5:  Siraisi, Nancy G., Medieval & Early Renaissance Medicine, (1990),] 


Not all treatments were free (Siraisi, 1990, p.1).

From c. 476 A.D to the 11th century convents and monasteries were the health service to all that needed it. Long Pilgrimages, with little food, merger sleeping conditions and threats of violence caused many to succumb to their injuries or disease.
Poor and transients p.288
Few literate healers p. 228
After c.1096 A.D. regular trips to the Middle East linked to the Crusades brought danger from battles and pillage, with many of the people undertaking those journeys starving to death, were injured, or contracted some form of disease, p.228. 

prompting the building of institutions containing trained … p289.
required to wear a white habit, stick to strict rules or they faced humiliating punishments p289.
linen rooms for sheeting, preparing it ready for bandages, shrouds for the deceased and having to handwash all bed linen daily, and during times of pandemic were overcrowded with things not that different today. 
offering Bed, board, washing facilities and prayers p.288

thought that it was better to be in an overcrowded hospital with nurses that could tend to them than alone and due to starvation p.290.

the diseased separate to mentally ill, children and disabled, who were not separated, which would have caused issues of its own encouraged to be diplomatic, caring, and compassionate, expected to feed, provide water, bathe, change clothing and beds, medicate, heat.

orphanages for children left outside the hospital from unmarried mothers, p.291 Wet Nurses, to children under 4 p. 292 or those to poor or sick themselves to look after a child or whose mothers had died during childbirth p.290.
Disposing of stillborn, p.290
Also Caring for women in their own homes p292
or war, mental health issues criminals, disabled, p.289. 
T.B p.292

Pest houses for the contagious, from droughts or floods, invasion, students, and soldiers returning home, merchants, germs caught by people who had visited communal bath houses, poor sanitation, 
Toothache
Provide oils, vinegars and wines p.291.
Barber-sergions p.292
Placing them outside the city 

1212 Cistercians were educated and well-travelled setting up hospitals in France with training taking a statutory twelve years becoming known as Sisters, offering their services in Spain and Africa, p.289

In the 13th century Mid Wife – in Latin obstetri changed to the French Ventri and tosage-femme (wise woman) in the following century however she would also have been the link between the mother and the surgeon.
Women needed as the male physicians were not allowed to conduct medical examinations of certain parts of the female body, mainly due to the scandalous rumeurs it could incur, however it was only midwifery that tended to be solely carried out by women as men thought it diminished their dignity as medicine was an intellectual career not that of a housewife who cared for the sick which is how they seen the sisters of the Church and nurses p.292
Giving birth, looking after the sick, 

Late middle-Ages difficult births were to be passed over to male physicians.

Hospital becoming a popular workplace for unmarried women and those who were excluded due to their religion p.289.

1348 Black plague p.291 Doctors and nurses fled the hospitals leaving the sisters to manage the epidemic that was taking over the nation.

After the Abbeys were devolved in ?? the poorer population had to rely on whatever help they could get, with people sometimes having to walk great distances to seek a cheaper alternative as you had to pay to see a doctor or surgeon. 

15th to the 17th centuries were the worst for healers classed as witches, hunted down and connected to devil worship and the ability to do harm their trials and torture being their answer to eradicating the problem p.228.


 Folk Medicine a “Traditional medicine based on plants rather than modern scientific principles” (Cambridge University Press, 2023c).

Herbalists, wise women and men, Magic, Amulets, incantations, p.288

Most people would have grown up knowing the benefits of some herbs, rituals and ?? becoming self-prescribing alchemists, or D.I.Y surgeons, however, the community normally had at least one person with the basic knowledge and skills to carry out minor procedures, such as Barbour’s, and chemists.
Bloodletting, herbal remedies, p.288
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Ethno-medicine is “the Study of and treatment for illness or injury” or a “substance that treats illness or injury, within different societies and cultures, combined with another area of study such as the relationship between the cosmos, stars and universe or Witchcraft.

Witchcraft is “Performing magic to help or harm other people”[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Cambridge University Press, “Witchcraft”, The Cambridge Dictionary, (2023), https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/witchcraft (Accessed 16-06-2023).] 


Professional undermining or against non-professional
Not based on rational assessments, Competitiveness, Proper Ganda


Folklore and Customs in Cardiganshire by Miss R, M, Evans, N.D.D, Ffynnonfair, Lampeter p52

Brewing beer, and feeding everyone Cawl p52.
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The people of Cardiganshire believed there were three types of Magicians.
1. The professional magician – who had studied the profession from books.
2. The inherited magician – who had inherited the art from an ancestor.
3. The evil magician – who sold himself to inferior or evil powers. (NLW, 2023, p.57)

Consulting the 1st two for illness or misfortune
Overspill of other trades, healing, spiritual, wise philosophers, 

Folk medicine and its second life – Rosari Kingston, 2017


Mr JH Davies of Lincoln College Oxford stated it is the custom at Glamorganshire Holywell for people suffering from illness to dip a rag in the water and to bathe the affected part of the body, the rag then was placed on a tree close to the well.
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