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AIM(S)
•	To introduce students to the history of ideas and institutions of law.
•	To introduce students to the relationship between law, ethics and politics.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this module students should be able to:  

•	demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the history of ideas and institutions of law;
•	demonstrate an understanding of comparative law;
•	demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between law, ethics and politics;
•	demonstrate the ability to apply legal theory to economic, environmental and ideological issues.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

This module will explore the following topics:

What is Law?
A short introduction to the history of ideas and institutions of law, domestic and extra-territorial
Comparative Laws – a brief reflection upon the laws and legal systems of different countries and cultures.
Jurisprudence and Socio-legal theory: normativity in civil and criminological spheres
Ideas of Justice – retributive, restorative, distributive
Law and Politics – i] hegemonic discourses, separation and co-operation ii] the example of charities
Ethics, Law and Rights – moral and practical issues in nature and civil society
Law and global relations – economic, environmental and ideological power, international conflict, treaties, institutions

LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY
Lectures will introduce the students to the concepts, principles, and practices of the topics studied for the module. Case studies may be used to provide examples and will be used to develop further understanding of what has been learned.

Tutorials and seminars are used to support the discussion and critical evaluation of what has been learned, normally in a smaller group size than a lecture.

Guided independent study allows students to further their independent learning skills with appropriate support provided by the module tutor(s) (e.g. preparation for lectures and seminars, follow-up work, background reading, revision, completion of assessment tasks).
The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:


Activity type	Hours	Percentage
Scheduled learning	40	20%
Independent learning	160	80%
Placement learning		
TOTAL	200	100%
ASSESSMENT
Assignments
10 minute Oral presentation supported by powerpoint, forming the basis of a presentation to the group and based upon a comparative discussion of  two articles chosen by the student and approved by the course director, which is formatively assessed and does not count towards the end-of-module assessment. This practice assignment allows students to receive feedback on their oral presentation skills and the visual and factual content of their presentation.
Assessment Component 1 - 25%
10 minute Oral presentation supported by powerpoint and bibliographic review, demonstrating the student's ability to research critically and independently, such presentation to be based upon readings of two further articles selected during the module by the module director.  

Exemplar:  With the support of powerpoint, provide a brief summary of the content of the following two articles, with some critical and reflective comments upon the relative merits of the articles in terms of their clarity, utility and persuasiveness.  You may wish to provide one or two quotations from each article in order to convey some flavour of the content of each in terms of content and style:
 

Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia: A Natural Law Ethics Approach
 
Ramis-Barceló, Rafael
Journal of Moral Philosophy, 2011, Vol.8(2), pp.296-298 [Peer Reviewed Journal]
   
 Suicide, Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia: A Buddhist Perspective
Keown, Damien
Journal of Law and Religion, 1 January 1998, Vol.13(2), pp.385-405 [Peer Reviewed Journal]


Assessment Component 2 – 75%
Comparative review essay of the two articles presented orally during assessment component 1.

Exemplar:
Expanding upon the explanation and observations presented in assessment component one, provide a 2,000 word comparative review of the two articles nominated.  The review should provide a brief summary of the key content, arguments and conclusions presented in each, followed by an evaluation of the merits of the articles in relation to one another in terms of their clarity, utility and persuasiveness.  Quotations from the articles may be deployed to demonstrate or critique points of content or style and students may wish to conclude by flagging a preference, with reasons, for one article.

Assessment Summary
Activity type	Percentage
Written exam	
Coursework	100%
Practical	
TOTAL	100%


EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD)

Does the module contribute to ESD?	Yes

	
If yes please provide brief details (no more than 100 words):

This module will explore how law, ethics and politics can be applied to environmental issues.
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