Website Critique
Vegetarian Society – www.vegsoc.org/

I have chosen to assess the website of the Vegetarian Society. I chose this website because I have recently turned vegetarian but have never actually visited the webpage of the Vegetarian Society and I wanted to see what it was like and whether the website appealed to me as a new vegetarian. Furthermore, I had also never considered the idea that becoming a vegetarian was a spiritual decision for some people and a part of their spiritual lifestyle, which I thought was a really interesting perception and wanted to learn more about this interpretation of vegetarianism. 
On the whole, the homepage of the Vegetarian Society website is very well organised. The layout of the homepage is very methodical and structured. Everything on the homepage is placed into sections with subheadings so that a visitor can look through the homepage and find the subject area and relevant links that they may be looking for. Although the homepage of the website is very well organised, one of the main issues with the website is that there are perhaps too many links contained in it. There are links across the top of the homepage where one can click on topics such as ‘Go Veggie’, ‘Information’, ‘Food’ and ‘Join and Support’; there are also links underneath these links which lead to general information about the Vegetarian Society, such as ‘About Us’ and ‘News’; and there are also links down the side of the homepage where one can click on links such as ‘Going Veggie’ and ‘Recipes’; and there are also many different links contained within these webpages which often lead to pages that links on other webpages also lead to. I found that navigating through the website was rather difficult and it was quite easy to get lost while browsing through the various different pages; I often found myself going back to the same webpage that I had already looked at previously. It would be helpful to have fewer links on the website so that visitors to the website do not get confused while trying to find their way around the website. Also, much of the information on the different links was repeated. For example, the ‘Recipes’ link led directly to a search section where one could look for recipes for vegetarian food and the ‘Food’ link led to a site which contained a further link to the ‘Recipes’ section, as well as nutritional information; and the ‘Go Veggie’ link at the top of the page led to a general page explaining the benefits of becoming a vegetarian, and the ‘Going Veggie’ link down the side of the homepage led to a page which was also trying to encourage people to become vegetarian. Perhaps navigating through the website would be much less complicated, and accessing and finding information would be much easier, if there were fewer links and if the separate webpages with related information were combined into one webpage. Having a search bar on the website where one could search for key terms in order to find the pages with information that they are looking for would be a useful tool to have on the website and is something that the website of the Vegetarian Society is lacking.
The colour scheme of the website, which is pale green, grey and white throughout, is rather restrained and quite dull. The colours of the website make the website look rather unappealing and do not immediately invite people in. I think that the website would look much more inviting and attractive if brighter colours were used alongside the green. Having a green colour on the website, in my opinion, is necessary as it is a suitable colour choice for the website, as it is a natural and welcoming colour and is generally associated with being the colour that is symbolic of life;[footnoteRef:2] which is directly relevant to the ideology of the Vegetarian Society in that they are against the slaughter and mistreatment of animals, as they believe that it is inhumane and believe that animals should not be killed for food. The images contained on the webpages do, however, make the website look more appealing and add some much needed colour to the website. All of the images on the website are very vibrant and help contribute to making the webpages look more colourful and inviting. The information provided on the website of the Vegetarian Society is mainly very succinct and informative. The content of the website would, in my opinion, answer any questions that visitors to the site may have about vegetarianism and also covers many topics relevant to vegetarianism such as nutritional advice, recipes, and animal welfare; as well as general information about the Vegetarian Society itself. The information provided is mostly presented in short and concise paragraphs which are easy to read and gather information from; with the exception of a couple of the webpages which are slightly longer and wordier. [2:  Jennifer Bourn, ‘Colour Meaning: The Meaning of the Colour Green’, (2011) <https://www.bourncreative.com/meaning-of-the-color-green/> [accessed 9 February 2018]] 

I think that the website mainly fulfils the aims of the Vegetarian Society. The main aim of the Vegetarian Society is to encourage people who are thinking about becoming vegetarian to make the decision to become a vegetarian, or at least to eat less meat. The webpage contains many facts about topics relevant to vegetarianism, which are aimed to encourage people to become vegetarian, such as “in the UK alone, over 2.5 million animals are slaughtered everyday”[footnoteRef:3] and “livestock production is responsible for 70% of the Amazon deforestation in Latin America”,[footnoteRef:4] suggesting that by becoming vegetarian people can have a positive impact on the environment. The language used on the website is quite emotive and the facts used are quite startling, which is likely to encourage people to join the cause. The website is also useful for those who are already vegetarian as it contains vegetarian recipes and enables people to keep up with news and events of the Vegetarian Society. It also seems that another aim of the website of the Vegetarian Society is to encourage people to sign-up to and join the Vegetarian Society (which costs £3 per month), or perhaps at least to follow the Vegetarian Society on social media. There are links on a majority of the different pages of the website which contain links to the various social media sites of the Vegetarian Society and there are phrases next to the social media symbols, such as “Follow Us”, which are all aimed to encourage people to join their social media pages. Furthermore, there is also a link on each of the pages to encourage people to sign-up to the Vegetarian Society, and occasionally when one clicks on the links on the homepage to other pages a message pops up on the screen which aims to prompt visitors to the site to sign-up to various different newsletters or to join the vegetarian society. The website seems to be rather insistent and keen on people signing up to various e-mail lists, which at times is rather irritating. However, I think that the website is aimed too much at younger people, perhaps between the ages of eighteen to forty, rather than being inclusive and appealing to people of all ages. For instance, the majority of the images placed on the website contain images of younger people and the information provided about events appeals more to the younger generation rather than older people as they are more likely to want to attend festivals and be involved in activism. Furthermore, the add-ons are mainly aimed at the younger generation, as they are more likely to use social media sites such as Twitter and are more likely to want to download the app on their phone. I think that the website needs to be changed so that it appeals to all people, particularly the older generation as they are the ones who would probably be more reluctant to change their diet and lifestyle and would need the most persuading; perhaps including people of all ages in the images is one of the small ways in which the Vegetarian Society can do this.  [3:  Vegetarian Society, ‘Go Veggie’, <https://www.vegsoc.org/goveggie> [accessed 8 February 2018]]  [4:  Vegetarian Society, ‘Going Veggie For the Environment’, <https://www.vegsoc.org/document.doc?id=522> [accessed 8 February 2018]] 

Overall, the website of the Vegetarian Society is appealing and well laid out. The homepage is arranged very well and the use of subheadings throughout the website is very practical as it makes the webpages look tidy and organised. As well as this, the content and information provided on the website is very informative and is mainly presented in a succinct manner. The use of images on the website is a necessary addition to the website as they add vibrancy and colour to the webpages. The images are needed because the colour scheme of the website is rather pale and subdued and the images make the website look more attractive and inviting. One of the main issues that I found with this website is that there are far too many links contained on the website, some of which lead to pages with similar information. It is easy to get lost while surfing through the webpages and I often found myself going back to pages that I had already looked at previously. The website would be much easier to navigate through if the number of pages and links was perhaps cut down and pages with similar information contained on them were combined into one. Nevertheless, in my opinion, the website does fulfil the aims of the Vegetarian Society, in that I think that the content and information provided on the website would help to encourage a visitor to the site to become a vegetarian. The website is also useful for those who are already vegetarian and are perhaps members of the Vegetarian Society. However, I think that the website is perhaps aimed slightly too much at younger people and the Vegetarian Society needs to take steps to ensure that their website appeals to people of all ages. 



Bibliography
Bourn, Jennifer, ‘Colour Meaning: The Meaning of the Colour Green’, (2011) <https://www.bourncreative.com/meaning-of-the-color-green/> [accessed 9 February 2018]
Vegetarian Society, ‘Go Veggie’, <https://www.vegsoc.org/goveggie> [accessed 8 February 2018]

Vegetarian Society, ‘Going Veggie For the Environment’, <https://www.vegsoc.org/document.doc?id=522> [accessed 8 February 2018]
