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Abstract
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Peloponnesian War was a major event during the 5th century BCE for all of the Greek world. Both Athens and Sparta were incredibly weakened after the conflict, but more so were the Greek lands as a whole, specifically in an economic sense.[footnoteRef:1] This dissertation aims to evaluate and analyse the effect the Peloponnesian War had on the economies of Athens and Sparta. Some factors which are of specific importance include the cost of preparing for war, the impact on the agriculture and countryside from war, and also the impact due to the loss of trade in general due to a loss of revenue and taxation. This paper will put across the argument of how severe the Peloponnesian War was on the two Greek powerhouses, with an economic focus with contrasting results and similarities alike. This war shaped the way the Greek economy would be structured for the years to come.[footnoteRef:2] With analysis from different perspectives of how an ancient economy should be studied we gain different opinions and thus are able to critically analyse these contrasting sources, such as the formalists view against the substantivists view. There is much to be taken into consideration within this topic, this dissertation aims to challenge each views and how they could be considered within our time frame of the Peloponnesian War. [1:  Strauss. 1986: 42]  [2:  Jones. 1957: 9] 

Introduction
This paper aims to delve into both ancient and modern scholarship, with criticism and analysis to gain and develop an opinion of its own, with a strong argument behind it, based upon evidence and interpretation. This paper will make use of a number of important sources, including sources for the Peloponnesian War, both ancient and modern. But also, for an appropriate argument to be made, one must understand the economies of the ancient Greek states as a whole.
All this combined will aid this paper in gaining an educated opinion and argument about the extent of the Peloponnesian War on the economies of Athens and Sparta. Modern scholarship, in particular Finley’s Ancient Economy, provides an incredibly useful piece of work.[footnoteRef:3] Another paper, in the form of Boeckh’s  Die Staatshaushaltung der Athener (The Public Economy of Athens), gives the reader an interesting starting point to view the ancient Athenian economy from, even from such an aged source, this paper is important as we are able to understand the changing of opinions in the debate, as this text is one of the only papers which targets the Athenian economy as a single topic.[footnoteRef:4] This is helpful in our research to use as an example for further research.  [3:  Finley. 1999]  [4:  Boeckh, Lewis 1842] 

Overall this paper will include three major topics of debate and argument concerning the economics of Athens and Sparta:
· Understanding the Ancient Greek Economic System
· War-time economy implications during the Peloponnesian War
· Aftermath of the Peloponnesian War on the economy




Section 1: Understanding the Ancient Greek Economic System
This section of the dissertation will be focused on the ancient economy of the Greek states as an idea. This includes the works of different scholars who have developed and driven the debate. There are important questions which will be asked in this section. Such as the different opinions of how the Greek economy was set up, including the debate between the views of the formalists and the substantivists. 
This section will be included with a variety of different authors of note who have aided in the debate. One scholar of note for the understanding of Greek economics is Moses Finley, his work in particular The Ancient Economy. This text is of great help in understanding our paper’s topic and is an important tool to be read for all topics related to the Greek economy.

Section 2: War-time implications during the Peloponnesian War    
This is where a whole other range of scholarship comes into play. From an appropriate starting point such as learning how the economies were set up in the ancient Greek states, and how this war of epic proportions would affect Athens and Sparta. There are a number of important works to this paper, with various different opinions and on a large range of issues within a drastically changed war-time economy. All of the scholarship included, with a focus on the ancient as it is the only information that can be gained for around the time of this great war, or as close to as we will ever receive unless new information is uncovered.
While this project is still into a draft phase with research being carried out continuously, the framework for the structure of the project is beginning to be constructed. This work will have a theme of continuously comparing and analysing the economic impact the Peloponnesian War had upon both Athens and Sparta, where the evidence is shown, that it. This will be the focus for a large section of this dissertation, taking into consideration all the appropriate factors within the ancient economy and debating the severity of said impact.
Our research of ancient sources specifically the accounts of Thucydides and Diodorus, help us gain an understanding of both the ancient Greek economic system and also help us with learn due to their accounts of the Peloponnesian War. This would not be complete of course without the opinion of modern scholars. In terms of interpretation of their views of the ancient sources, their own thesis on the economic effects, but also for their contrasting opinions, of which this paper will critically analyse and evaluate, from this papers own opinion but also the supporting evidence or differing opinion of other scholars.

Section 3: Aftermath of the Peloponnesian War on the economy
This section will focus on the time after the end of the war, and the contrast of how both Athens and Sparta were affected economically. Obviously, Sparta would have been seen to have been in a better position, but to what extent? The victory for Sparta also came at a severe cost, which will be explored in this section. On the other side of the comparison we will be researching deep into the Athenian struggle after the end of the Peloponnesian War, and understand the economic sanctions of which would affect the now less-democratic state.
Conclusion
The above mentioned sections will be the main points of debate as they are all paramount to the understanding and arguing of the severity of the economic state of Athens and Sparta, in the times of pre-war, during-war, and post-war. Following these sections there will be a section focusing on the conclusion of our research and what this paper has used to make its argument both valid and engaging. Scholarship will be vital to aiding the discussion during this paper, and as such there is a bibliography starting point added to this draft, which obviously shall be edited and increased dramatically during the course of this papers development.
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