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Image Commentary 
Today, enfranchisement equality is a privilege that is utilised and enjoyed by both sexes throughout the globe. The right to vote benefits billions of people, but it is a freedom that is often taken for granted. In Britain, at the turn of the 20th century, women’s rights were very different from what is afforded them now. The luxury of voting to determine the direction the country took, or elect representatives to advocate for changes to issues that directly affected women was not allowed. No matter their age, social status, race, colour, or creed, women were legally denied this, and many other opportunities to express their opinions.
As early as the 1870’s, there were women’s groups advocating for expanded enfranchisement, and numerous national movements began to form and congregate. However, regarding modern standards, it was not until the early 1900’s that the most notable, memorable, and celebrated groups formed. During this period, iconic female activists started groups who undertook both direct and passive actions: Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU) under Emiline Pankhurst, Women’s Freedom League (WFL) under Teresa Billington-Greig and Charlotte Despard, and the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS). All of which are still remembered and celebrated today.
Even though these various groups were all campaigning for the same thing, votes for women, their methods were often very different. It was these radically different approaches that divided the groups into either of two categories, Suffragette or Suffragist. The UK Parliament website has a concise definition of these differences, it states that the “'suffragists' who campaigned using peaceful methods such as lobbying, and the 'suffragettes' who were determined to win the right to vote for women by any means. Their militant campaigning sometimes included unlawful and violent acts which attracted much publicity”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  UK Parliament, “Women and the vote”, www.parliament.uk, (Accessed December 4th 2023), Available from: https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/#:~:text=These%20two%20groups%20were%20the,acts%20which%20attracted%20much%20publicity.    ] 

Following significant demonstrations, campaigning and failed Parliamentary acts (between 1900 and 1914), all of these groups decided to pause any further actions. This lull in their campaigns was as a mark of national solidarity, and a direct response to the First World War. Women throughout the country had to undertake the roles left vacant by men who had enlisted. It was in part, thanks to this cooperation, that in 1918 the UK Parliament signed the Representation of the People Act. This enabled women over 30 years old, with no legal incapacity, and whose residence enabled them to vote within their constituency, the right to cast their ballot in local and national elections. 
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Featured above is the frontpage of the Daily Sketch newspaper, dated the 9th of June 1913. It was printed in black ink, as was normal at that time, and was likely to have been produced utilising roller-based printing methods. This source would have been mass produced and circulated nationally. It would have been sold on the street by newspaper boys and venders, and via direct delivery to homes. A popularist conservative newspaper the Daily Sketch, was founded in Manchester 1909 by Sir Edward Hulton. It has been assessed as being “Conservative in its politics and populist in its tone during its existence through all its changes of ownership”[footnoteRef:2]. Currently, this source is held as part of the Museum of London, and is on display in the Suffragette collection. It is accessible both physically and digitally, thus enabling greater access and study from both academic / non-academic viewers and researchers.  [2:  University of the Arts London, “The Daily Sketch”, collections.arts.ac.uk, (Accessed December 8th 2023), Available from: https://collections.arts.ac.uk/people/10128/the-daily-sketch;jsessionid=747B2E8B3274403EA405C591288755E7 ] 

Considering this tabloid’s political leaning, it is likely that the paper would have targeted the middle and upper classes as a fundamental base for their readership. The fact that this issue was published the day after Emily Davidson died, and contains several personal photographs of her, suggests that this might have been a memorial piece. The content and timing of this front cover, also suggests that the newspaper was leaning on women, suffragists, and suffragettes for a targeted expansion of viewership. Although, a more likely explanation is that the incident at Epsom was national and international news (Davidson was hit and injured by the King’s horse). This shocking incident was actually caught on film, which was very quickly circulated.
Regarding the actual text of this source, the headline, “Death of Emily Davison, who stopped the King's Derby Horse, and is the first woman to give her life for Votes for Women”[footnoteRef:3], is a striking and bold statement. This sentence instantly catches the eye, while quickly informs the reader of the tragedy that had occurred. At the time, what she was fighting for was the current ongoing political story, and her actions were an unfortunate conclusion. Below the title, there are four black and white photographs (various sizes), and one simplistic sketch, all of which are captioned in small unreadable text (Quality of archival photograph).  [3:  Museum of London, London, “Daily Sketch”, June 9th 1913, 2003.46/188, (Accessed November 22nd 2023), Available from: https://collections.museumoflondon.org.uk/online/object/748733.html   ] 

The lead photograph depicts the initial aftermath of the collision between the horse and the Suffragette activist (Emily Davidson). Clearly visible in this image, is the inner circle and the bend of the racecourse. Spectators are still standing close to the barrier fence, under which Davidson was able to enter the track.  To the right of the image, the runners are obviously moving off, but the King’s horse (and what appears to be Ms Davidson) can be seen on the ground (left side). Because of the positioning of people and animals, it appears that this photograph was taken immediately after the event occurred. The spectators’ heads are still following the rest of the race, as if the horrific incident has not yet registered with them. 
The central three photographs provide a portrait of Emily Davidson: Left, her potentially out campaigning on the streets, middle, a photographic portrait of her at a desk and, right, what appears to be a wide angled police arrest photograph (Davidson is wearing a tricoloured sash likely in WSPU colours). The sketch under the photographs appears to be a representation of the speed at which the horse was running at the time of the collision. There is a comparison between a train and the animal, with the horse drawn as faster by a half-length. 
In order to understand the overall, historical context of this source, the political position that the British suffrage movement was in, in and around June 1913, must be considered. Since July 1909, organised militancy amongst several of the suffrage groups had begun to grow. This led to opposition within the government, and the idea of female enfranchisement was starting to be objectionable. This was highlighted by the failures of multiple acts, between 1909 and 1913. This includes the 1910 Conciliation bill, which was “designed to conciliate the suffragist movement by giving a limited number of women the vote, according to their property holdings and marital status”[footnoteRef:4]. A second Conciliation bill was promised by the Prime Minister Herbert Asquith for 1911, however, it too would be dismissed, likewise a third in 1912.  [4:  Spartacus Education, “The Conciliation Bill: 1910-1912”, spartacus-educational.com, (Accessed December 5th 2023), Available from: https://spartacus-educational.com/Conciliation.htm ] 

The repeated failures of the Government to aid the enfranchisement cause, alienated the campaigners even more. This perceived lack of support, eventually led to ever increasing militant tactics by the campaigners, which resulted in increasingly barbaric treatment of members by the public, police, judiciary, and prisons. This was typified on the 18th November 1910, when 300 protesters, led by Christabel and Emmeline Pankhurst, made their way to Parliament Square following a rally. Once there, protesters tried to enter the Houses of Parliament. They were attacked by the police and mobs of men, who assaulted and abused the women present. 
In 1911 the WSPU organised and implemented window smashing campaigns. These were followed by firebombing and arson campaigns against buildings, post boxes and other government apparatus. In 1913, the Cat and Mouse act, dramatically effected those suffragette prisoners who participated in hunger strike protests. This act provided “early release of women who had become so ill as a result of their hunger strike that they were at risk of death”[footnoteRef:5], however “required that they return to prison when their health was better to continue their sentence. The hunger strike/force feeding process then began all over again”.  [5:  UK Parliament, “'Deeds not words'”, www.parliament.uk, (Accessed December 4th 2023), Available from: https://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/overview/deedsnotwords/   ] 

The fact that the authoritarian responses were often violent, cruel, and barbaric, galvanised the campaigners into performing even greater and dramatic acts of protest. This source, and its significance, are directly linked to this perceived need for escalating forms of protest. Emily Davidson would not have attempted to pin a WSPU flag to the King’s horse, something that cost her life, if she had felt heard and understood. 
This source material also clearly demonstrates one approach the media (newspapers) of the time, made at covering the ongoing struggle of the suffrage movement in Britain. Both suffragette and suffragist groups utilised media to great effect, either through the use of posters, handbills, pamphlets, flyers, letters or even the circulation of their own newspapers such as the Suffragette. However, all the groups relied heavily on publicity from the mainstream newspapers. There were hundreds of independent newspapers across the nation, and what political stance each paper took, effected the causes image, and how the wider public perceived the movement. Newspapers either acted as pro or anti-suffrage, publishing letters, stories, and rhetoric. The most prominent in support was, The Daily Mail, The Daily Chronical, The Graphic, Morning Leader and The Daily Express. The most anti suffrage, The Times, The Spectator and The Morning Post. 
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The contemporaneous media sources of the time, all provide comparable articles and front-page headlines, and all highlight both sides of the argument. For example, The Daily Mirror’s (pro) front page headline, published on 22nd September 1912, reads “Suffragettes mobbed and beaten in Wales: Hair torn from the heads of Lloyd George's Interrupters”[footnoteRef:6]. The newspaper was founded by Alfred Harmsworth in 1903, and was “intended to represent women’s interests and was thus run by women”[footnoteRef:7]. however, it would also operate “with men in mind”. It attempted to balance support for the movement with journalistic analysis.  [6:  Museum of London, London, “The Daily Mirror”, 1912, 2008.1/19, (Accessed November 24th 2023), Available from: https://collections.museumoflondon.org.uk/online/object/772371.html    ]  [7:  Historic Newspapers, “A History of the Daily Mirror”, www.historic-newspapers.co.uk, November 3rd 2021, (Accessed December 10th 2023), Available from: https://www.historic-newspapers.co.uk/blog/daily-mirror-history/ ] 

Featured within this front cover are two photographs taken of the same woman, from two different angles and times. The main one depicts a woman surrounded by an angry mob of men, grabbing, and abusing her. It appears that she is being led away by a police officer. A smaller, insert photograph, highlights the level of violence administered to this woman. It shows men crowded around her, and one has violently grabbed and pulled her hair, snapping her neck back. 
Knowing the context of these photographs, does not make the violence exhibited in them palatable. On the 21st of September 1912, suffragettes disrupted a speech made by David Lloyd George, during the opening ceremony for the Village Institute of Llanystumdwy. Lloyd George was a supporter of the cause, so this situation was not instigated at his bequest. He even stated that “women should have the vote because they would offer a different point of view on many parliamentary issues”[footnoteRef:8], and he felt the “main obstacle to women getting the vote is militancy”. This headline was not the only instance of suffrage campaigners being targeted by mobs and police, photographed and published. The Mirrors 1910, Black Friday coverage, depicts police and men beating Ada Wright, while she lay defenceless on the ground. That image garnered severe criticism of the authorities and police, who had tried to “suppress the photo-graph, and then, failing its suppression, to purchase all 750,000 copies of the paper before their distribution”[footnoteRef:9].  [8:  Helen Alice Douglas, “Lloyd George and the Suffragette Bomb Outrage”, Exploring Surreys Past, (Accessed December 8th 2023), Available from: https://www.exploringsurreyspast.org.uk/themes/subjects/womens-suffrage/the-womens-suffrage-movement-in-surrey-new/activism-and-militant-suffragettes-in-surrey/lloyd-george-and-the-suffragette-bomb-outrage/#:~:text=Lloyd%20George%20writes%20in%20the,issues%2C%20like%20the%20housing%20problem. ]  [9:  Katherine E. Kelly, “Seeing Through Spectacles: The Woman Suffrage Movement and London Newspapers, 1906–13”, The European journal of women's studies, Volume 11, Issue 3, Pages 327-353, 2004, (Accessed December 9th 2023), Available from: https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/abs/10.1177/1350506804044466 ] 

As to be expected, there are also numerous examples of anti-suffrage headlines. These tend to focus on more militant members of the suffrage movements and their criminal actions. Held in the National Archives, The Morning Posts’ May 8th 1913 issue, featured the headline, “Bomb At St. Paul’s Unsuccessful Attempt To Wreck Chancel Supposed Suffragist Outrage”[footnoteRef:10]. As evidence, the paper claimed that the device that was found, had been partially wrapped in brown paper and the latest issue of the Suffragette (a WSPU run newspaper edited by Christabel Pankhurst). No other evidence was offered, even though it was during this time that militant suffrage activists engaged in both arson and bomb plots. In C. J. Bearman’s An Examination of Suffragette Violence, these campaigns have been estimated as having an, “accepted cost of the damage is about £520,000-£270,000 in 1913 and £250,000 in 1914”[footnoteRef:11], although available public sources put the total more toward “£630,000”.  [10:  The National Archives, London, “‘Bomb at St Paul’s’”, May 8th 1913, HO 45/10700/236973, (Accessed December 1st 2023), Available from: https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/suffragettes-on-file/bomb-at-st-pauls/ ]  [11:  C. J. Bearman, “An Examination of Suffragette Violence”, The English Historical Review, Volume 120, Number 486, Pages 365-397, April 2005, (Accessed December 11th 2023), Available from: https://www.jstor.org/stable/3490924?seq=4 ] 

The image of a fatally injured lady lying on a race track, shocked the world in 1913. The same reaction would be exhibited during modern times; however, the image would be global news within seconds due to modern technology. The terrestrial newspapers of the day were the only means available for mass communications, therefore, they were vital in disseminating information. This source highlights the power of the media, even back then, the determination of driven activists and the lengths individuals would  go to, to ensure that a cause is publicised. The fact that someone died, didn’t stop an editor capitalising on the story, and it wouldn’t stop them now. Davidsons death showed the world that there were campaigners ready, able and willing to do anything necessary to advance the cause she believed in, female enfranchisement. Something that we take for granted today.
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