Does the existence of evil provide compelling evidence to support the claim that God does not exist?

When answering a question as arguably complex as this, it is vitally important to analyse how evil is defined and what it entails. In this assignment, I shall attempt to give an accurate answer to this question, by exploring a concept that relates to the quintessential heart and theme of the topic. This theme being of natural, moral and believed necessary evil, which co-exist with what is good within our world. I shall critically examine scholarly views on defined evil and I shall explore religious interpretations under biblical scripture as well as other stories and texts. By doing this, I will deliver my argument which mainly consists of my beliefs that the existence of evil is actually compelling evidence that does support the argument that God is real. From these observations, I shall give my concluding answer to this question and thoughtful outcomes made throughout my research. 
I will begin by exploring the concept of a God. What interpretations are there of God and how these interpretations aid in my beliefs of the answers to the question ‘Does God exist?’. I will start by briefly looking at J.L Mackie and his view on God and evil which relates to the discussion we had within a lecture based on the problem of evil. Mackie firmly alludes to religious beliefs towards a God to be positively irrational. Meaning being, that individuals of religious backgrounds believe in the existence of God despite evidence that God could not exist. Scientific findings and theories such as the big bang theory, or the theory of evolution are examples. Mackie continues with this theory by stating that such religious groups and occupations such as theologians for example, lack and have ‘extreme rejection of reason’[footnoteRef:1] to other beliefs rejecting their own; that of believing God exists. Mackie continues in his own theory of discussion as he states that if God has many qualities of divinity such as being omnipotent (all powerful), omniscient (all knowing) and omnibenevolent (all loving); then he must surely have the power to prevent all evil. Also, the knowledge of preventing all evil and being a loving God, would surely wish to prevent all evil by any means. Therefore, do these believed qualities of God disprove his existence due to the existence of evil and therefore answering the question? Furthermore, if good opposes evil and must always fight against it, then why does an omnipotent God not completely eliminate all types of evil?  [1:  ‘The Problem of Evil’ Lecture Notes] 

Another discussion can be studied by Roger Carswell in his book: ‘Where is God in a messed-up world?’ where Carswell uses a tragedy, in this case being the genocide in Rwanda in 1994, where one-tenth of the African state (being of Tutsi origin) was murdered with deep-hatred from Hutu rebels. To explore levels of compassion that were given to surviving Tutsi people by a Hutu hotel owner named Paul Rusesabagina who ‘used his position in the hotel, and his Hutu status, to shelter 1268 Tutsis the savage killings,’[footnoteRef:2] Carswell states that through Paul’s strength and courage to stand up against this injustice and arguably, evil actions, he still went out of his way to provide compassionate care and shelter. Additionally, relating this to the case of Christianity, to Carswell; it is the responsibility of Christians themselves to go out and take ‘responsibility [and] to care for their spiritual brothers and sisters who are in need’[footnoteRef:3]. Also, that these are the aspects of our world we must hold in highest regard rather than the historical social-ethical issues of Christianity in the west such as the arguments on abortion and homosexuality.  [2:  Roger Carswell, Where is God in a Messed-up World? P.90]  [3:  Where is God in a Messed-up World? P.91] 

Therefore, relating these observations in aiding my answer to this question, I think that the concept of evil must necessarily exist in order for there to be a balance of goodness. Referring back to Carswell’s example, Paul Rusesabagina showed empathy (due to his wife being Tutsi origin) and compassion to the Tutsi people despite knowing the fact that he would face certain death if Hutu rebels were to find out about his actions. Comparing this to religious communities such as Christianity for example, it is seen as a necessity to look after one another and to show compassion. They do this by following the teachings and lifestyle laid upon Christians from the Bible such as the ten commandments and the teachings of highly influential Christian figures such as Jesus and Saint Paul. These are seen a guideline for Christians to produce what is deemed in Christianity as ‘being a good Christian’ and to prove that necessary evil can be beaten and conquered for the overall benefit of all humankind and eventually to achieve salvation; in which I shall look further into to support my answer. The biblical quote that follows takes place just after God gives Moses the ten commandments upon Mount Sinai. I believe this is an important quote as it shows God showing necessary fear and arguably evil actions such as the ten plagues upon the pharaohs in order to free the Israelites. God is testing mankind on their love for others and compassion to not sin and to show goodness:  
‘[The Israelites] said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” (Exodus: 20: 19-21)
My next concept to explore is the argument of free will within humankind. Whether or not it is the freedom of human choices and actions that determine the evil and good within the world. An exploration into this comes from D.Z Phillips in his book: ‘The Problem of Evil and the Problem of God’ where he defines free will as:
‘[Being] a world [that contains] creatures who are sometimes significantly free [to] perform more good than evil actions’[footnoteRef:4] [4:  D.Z Phillips, The Problem of Evil and the Problem of God. P.89] 

Phillips then goes on to give an argument whether free will requires predestination, meaning that beings in the world do not have free actions or responsibilities but instead are destined to perform particular acts throughout life since birth; resulting in some sort of natural necessity. This is supported by the history of the human race and our findings and progressions. For example, the life expectancy of humans is higher now in many more economically developed countries than ever before in the history of human existence. Additionally, which I shall refer to later, we have biblical and other religious scripture to work with when discovering the right lifestyle, we must lead in order to live a life of goodness and to stay away from any evil thoughts, actions or desires. This is important when relating to the question because historically, influential human beings have done miraculous acts that have benefitted the human race for the better, such as Albert Einstein who formed the theory of relativity or Charles Darwin who proposed and populated his theory of evolution and many more beings. Despite, there also being individuals who have caused evil and horrific actions throughout history; I personally believe these actions are necessary for humankind to experience, adapt and evolve so we can progress even further and learn from enduring evil, creating a wider division between what it takes to be good or evil. 
Contrasting with the free will argument is both natural and moral evil throughout the world. Definitions of these two concepts from my discussion within a previous lecture consisted of natural evil evolving from naturally caused events on earth such as earthquakes, tsunamis, hurricanes and other damaging occurrences such as accidents and disease. They are considered as evils due to the destruction and loss of life they can cause, and many people relate to these natural events as being the work of God. On the other hand, moral evil, with similarities to the free will argument; are evil actions that are caused by other living things. Examples of evil moral actions are murder, theft, adultery and other inhumane actions that many people believe are done, yet again, under the control of God. (For those whose beliefs lie in predestination and other theories relating to God and fates of mankind). 
Referring again to D.Z Phillips; he connects moral evil and actions to the moral responsibility of all creatures on earth. The following quote summarises what Phillips means by this theory: 
‘To want a world without evils is to want unwittingly, at the same time, a world without moral responsibility which, logically, cannot exist without them’.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The Problem of Evil and the Problem of God. P.58] 

I believe this theory has a lot of credibility when answering this question because yet again, it relates to how we are responsible for our own actions, and thus, we must learn from our mistakes and progress for an improved world of goodness and conquer over arising evils. When it comes to natural evil, I believe it also relates to my belief of an answer just like moral evil. Taken from ‘Global Climate Change: Vital Signs of the Planet’ it states that these ‘natural evils’ are mainly to do with scientific reason, being ‘The Greenhouse Effect’. Life on earth is dependent on heat and energy from the sun, and half of its light goes into the earth’s atmosphere where it becomes absorbed and formed into infrared heat and greenhouse gases. However, due to recent human activities over the past 150 years since the industrial revolution began such as burning fossil fuels like coal and oil, deforestation and wastes in landfills, the earth is experiencing an increase of gases such as carbon dioxide and methane in the air which blends with oxygen and in result, makes the earth warmer. It also makes ocean levels rise and expand and can cause other natural events just like the evils previously mentioned. Hence, why I believe that natural evils are mainly occurrent due to the activities of humans and the responsibilities lie upon we, rather than God causing these events. (Which individuals can argue against for due to biblical stories like ‘Noah’s Ark (Genesis 7:13)
To help further explore this question, I will now look at interpretations of God, evil and life on earth by different scholars starting with Sigmund Freud. Research into: ‘The Problem of Evil: A Reader one theoretical idea Freud proposes is of the ‘Primal Horde’. Where before religion was even a concept in our world there were only primal hordes roaming the earth, all with a ‘leader’ or ‘alpha male’ to be specific. The alpha male would mate with all the females and thus, the rest of the pride murders the alpha male. However, from the guilt of committing this deemed evil action; a totem was resurrected of the alpha male and was worshipped, in what would eventually become known as God. I believe this holds value to the given question because I believe the human race is constantly experiencing evolution and adaptation to our way of life since the start of our existence. Furthermore, this theory also proves goodness and progression to come out of an evil act, and arguably, in result gave the founding to religions and to a God/divine figure humankind can relate to. 
Another brief interpretation I will look at comes from Richard Swinburne in his book: ‘The Existence of God’. He, as well as Phillips, also explores natural and moral evils as well as human and animal pain one can endure. He also states that all human beings have a ‘carried evil’ within them which controls our decisions between what is right and what is wrong and can let us make distinctions between what it means to be good or evil. Yet again, I believe this helps in answering this question because it again proposes that it is the free will and responsibility of living beings to decide whether to think and act in either a deemed ‘good’ or ‘evil’ way and when we do these actions, we are left with raw human emotions such as grief, sympathy, regret or if in goodness, joy, peace and possibly long-lasting happiness and positive wellbeing of life.
 Another brief view comes from more religious scholars such as Augustine and Thomas Aquinas. Augustine views evil as being the privation of good and that God did not create evil and is not responsible for evil arising within the world. As God created the world without sin or suffering and these acts are performed upon one’s own free will he believes that evil is the result of sins made by humankind. Similarly, in ‘The Problem of Evil’ it states that Thomas Aquinas also observes evil as a privation of good and that we can only understand what is evil in terms of being good. Additionally, he views evil as being a prevention of one’s own progress towards salvation and he also views evil as a possible tool of necessity that can lead to goodness as humans can progress and learn from what is right and wrong. I used these examples as they heavily relate to my answer and beliefs to this question – i.e  It is human free will, and responsibility that causes the evils in the world rather than an omnipotent divine figure. 
To summarise my answer to this question, I will now explore two examples of religious and biblical interpretations of stories relating to God and whether the existence of evil is compelling evidence to support whether he exists or not. I will firstly look at ‘Genesis: 22’ which is the story of Abraham and his son Isaac whom act under God’s command and test. The quote that follows is what God says:
‘[God] said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.’ (Genesis: 22)
Abraham took his son to Moriah to burn him as an offering to God. However, he is stopped just before committing the deemed ‘evil’ act of murder and by the words of God, Abraham and all his offspring will be blessed for years to come due to Abraham’s actions of compliance to God even if it meant to sacrifice his only son. This example supports my belief to an answer to the question because as mentioned, God leaves it to Abraham, an ordinary man, to decide what actions he must take and to decide whether what he was doing was righteous or good, rather than evil. It also includes the previously mentioned concept of necessary evil for goodness in which I will explore more in my next example.

My second example is of Jesus’ crucifixion upon a cross. Similar to Abraham and his son it is believed God let his only son suffer and be killed in order for human beings to be wiped free of sin and to once again, achieve salvation. I believe this example is important because it shows that God complies with necessary evil in order for goodness to come out. Permitting his own son be killed and rise from the dead to save all beings from sin and to achieve salvation, shows his omnibenevolent nature as theorized by Makkie. 
In conclusion, I believe the research and evidence that I have gathered does support my views and my opinion to this question. Overall, I believe that it is the responsibility and free will of all humans to decide whether to act in either ways that lead to what is good or what is evil. Due to the existence of evil, this gives humans the decision to choose, rather than to act on their own accords if evil was non-existent. Without human evolution, writings such as scripture and biblical teachings of good and evil, as well as rules, guidelines and laws being set in countries all over the world; these give humankind a free choice to decide what they want to do. Ultimately, in religious terms, in order to achieve salvation by following the teachings of bible or scripture and living a life of goodness. Showing compassion and love to one another and to look after our world; for example, to prevent further greenhouse gas emissions causing global warming. 
Therefore, my answer is that the existence of evil provides compelling evidence that God actually does exist rather than does not. By following God’s example and enduring necessary evil goodness will always come out of it, and we can learn from natural or moral tragic events and progress further in our understanding of what it takes to be good or evil.
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