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[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]“If even one art movement consumed the entire illustration genre, it was Surrealism.” (Heller and Chwast. 2008, p.70). Discuss with reference to contemporary illustration. 

Introduction
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Succeeding the Dada movement, Surrealism is a more complete art movement that originated in Europe and played a very important role in the development of modern art. This essay is going to talk about the writers understanding of “If even one art movement consumed the entire illustration genre, it was Surrealism.” (Heller and Chwast. 2008, p.70). In order to analysis this sentence and prove the opinion, I put research in books and a few numbers of surrealism artists in different periods of time. In this paper, we discuss the changes of the Surrealist movement in artistic thought and its influence on the development of art until today, in order to prove why the Surrealist movement makes people feel " Consumed the entire illustration genre.”

During World War I, a new movement took place in Europe, and that was Dada movement. Dada is more of a consensus of attitudes than a style of art.  It is found in poetry, music and painting. (Hopkins. D, 2004, p2). As a famous modernist movement, Dada had a great influence on European society and the whole world at that time. Dadaists use nihilistic ways to express how they feel about the absurdity of real world around them. Not to define the concept of art, eliminate the boundary between art and life is a great point of view, which gives art more possibilities. However, it also negates the uniqueness of the artwork and the artist's efforts, which makes many people think that is absurd when evaluating the movement. Consequently, Dada is only a transitional idea in art development during the beginning of 20 century. 
By mid-1922, Paris Dada, the final full-blown incarnation of the movement, had become mired in its own negativity. Its demise was signalled by Breton’s organization of a ‘Congrès de Paris’. (Hopkins. D, 2004, p16) Surrealism has absorbed the idea from Dadaism, which is mainly about anti-traditional and Critical thought. But Surrealism has overcome the weakness of Dadaism in refuting everything, and has more specific beliefs and programs. In contrast to Dadaism, Surrealism also tried to eliminate the boundary between life and art, but it shifted its focus from the creator of aesthetics to the artist's observation and discovery. 

SURREALISM, n. Pure psychic automatism, by which it is intended to express, verbally, in writing, or by other means, the real process of thought. Thought's dictation, in the absence of all control exercised by the reason and outside all aesthetic or moral preoccupations. (Herschel. B, 1996, P412)

Surrealism was said to be ‘based on the belief in the superior reality of certain previously neglected associations, in the omnipotence of dreams, in the disinterested play of thought’. (Hopkins. D, 2004, p17) Intuition is one of the most important key words for surrealism art. Surrealism focus on being far away or even get to the opposite side of reality and going deep into human’s realm of spirit. The main idea of surrealism is express the artist’s own psychological state and mood, they put their eye on the creation of feelings unknown to the subconscious mind, break through traditional routines and stereotypes to reach a state of intuition.

SURREALISM is not a new or easier means of expression, nor even a metaphysics of poetry; It is a total means of complete liberation of the mind and all that resembles it. SURREALISM is not a new or easier means of expression, nor even a metaphysics of poetry; It is a total means of complete liberation of the mind and all that resembles it. (Boiffard, J. A. et al. ,1924)

An important reason that Surrealism making such great influence in art for a long time is that it is very different from traditional art. Which mainly manifested in the form of expression. They had a deep respect for scientific method, especially that of psychology; they fully accepted the reality of the physical world, even though they believed that they had gone so deeply into it that they had transcended it. (Herschel. B, 1996, P369) Traditional art fixed on the artist's observation and perception of the real world around them, and reproduces their life through ink, color, sculpture and other media. Traditional artists work with logic and rational thinking to show their perception of the world. As a result, traditional illustrations or other artworks are often using visible physical materials that rely on paper or canvas to present images. In contrast, surrealism focuses more on the artistic expression of fantasy, that means that they try to express their different ways of thinking. They hope to break down the barrier between the inner world and the outer world, change the Angle of view of reality, and liberate the subconcious, so that people's feelings can be in line with reality. Also, surrealism artists often using unnatural or impossible imagination in pictures, and pursuing a deeper sense of real existence. 

One of the most famous Artist during the Surrealism movement at the beginning of 19 century is Man Ray, an American dadaism and surrealism artist who specializes in painting, film and photography. Man Ray the portrait photographer of famous artists and personalities; Man Ray the commercial fashion photographer who always tried to combine fashion photography with [image: ]avant-garde art, (Kuenzli. R. E, 2007) Figure 1 - Man Ray (1930) Tears

This photograph is one of Man Ray's most famous masterpieces. On a sad face, the tears are so bright and prominent. In this staged photo, Man Ray used five glass beads instead of real tears to create an atmosphere and bring the most authentic artistic effect with the unreal. Photography is a typical surreal art, but Man Ray's work offers a new perspective, that is, photography is in the balance of showing the surreal "intuition" and preserving reality. In order to achieve such a strong artistic effect, he broke the concept of "truthful record". In order to highlight the tears in the picture, he did not actually photograph the tears, but found five glass balls. This is a bold exploration by Man Ray, and it is also his style. 

Surrealism has had an important influence in various fields such as literature, film and music. In the field of literature, surrealist literary works with its bizarre, exaggerated and difficult to understand the characteristics of the readers left a deep impression and impact. What is the surrealist book?  There is no single model for the surrealist book, just as there is no single model for surrealist painting. (Adamowicz. E, 2009, p265) In the field of film, Nosferatu (1920) for example，surrealism ideas are combined with contemporary film techniques to create a completely new way of telling through camera techniques, special effects and editing. Surrealist films not only express criticism and reflection on reality in content, but also are innovative in the overall structure. This idea captured something essential about surrealism's ability to travel between the land of day (rationality, the everyday, politics) and the land of night (irrationality, the marvelous, dreams). (Adam L, 2015, p181)
[image: ]The impact of surrealism is prominently evident in the realm of illustration. Surrealist artists ardently seek to convey dreams and intuition, skillfully crafting a spiritual realm that diverges entirely from our tangible reality. Their captivating works embody this otherworldly essence through innovative compositions, harmonious color, and the amalgamation of imagery that transcends conventional perceptions.[image: ]Figure 2 - Salvador Dalí (1952-1954) The Corpuscular Persistence of Memory

Figure 3 - Salvador Dalí (1931) The Persistence of Memory
He was constantly working out the contrast between the reality of our mind and our mental vision and the ‘reality’ of the external world, with his mysticism (which he was later to call ‘nuclear mysticism’) working alongside his ceaseless passion for experimentation. (Caws, M. Ann, 2009, p183) 

In Dali's works, he combines elements in dreams and objects in daily life to form fantasy scenes and images, showing his thinking and understanding of reality, which expresses the nihilistic and decadent emotions of the artist. Especially The Persistence of Memory (Figure3) is one of the most famous paintings of Dalí. On the picture, the various objects under the painter's pen are disorganized and have no orderly position. Especially with the helpless style of the background, the painting gives people an illusory cold, feeling of loss. Dali's technique of expression is a kind of incomplete beauty, which fully expresses the charm of surrealist painting. 

[image: ]
[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]Figure 4 - Rene Magritte (1964) The son of Man
Another typical example of modern surrealism illustration is Rene Magritte, he explores the relationship between the inclusion and the inclusion of things themselves, linking different things together in some strange transition. Magritte is a painter who wins by "thinking". It tries to present the "forbidden image", draws nourishment from reality, and maintains a very special relationship with reality. Although Magritte denies that his work is symbolic, his subject matter does deal with it, and has a poetic ambivalence, silence and mystery.

Our principles, which are rejected today, will be the dogmas with which people will try and demolish the young; they will be asked for the same explanations we were asked; yet, if a picture could be explained in words, words would suffice and the picture would be superfluous. (Magritte, R, 2016, P10)

[image: ]
Figure 5 - Rene Magritte (1965) The Blank Signature
Magritte's creative style changed little throughout his life, and he was not influenced by popular new techniques, but focused on creating fantastical, scary images full of especial ideas. His paintings, like riddles, conjecture a kind of dead silence, expressing ideas that span the rational world from politics to philosophy. The Blank Signature is one of his most distinctive works. In the picture, the relationship between the trees and the subject (the horse rider) is disoriented, which makes people guess like a riddle. It reverses people's experience of the real world and thus produces spiritual shock. Just like what he wrote:

I consider any verbal attempt valid which says that my paintings have been conceived as material signs of the freedom of thought... They aim "as far as possible” not to devalue Meaning - that is, the Impossible. If the question "What is the meaning of these images?" could be answered,it would be tantamount to making Meaning, the Impossible, resemble a possibility.  To attempt to answer would be to recognize there was a "meaning".  The viewer can, with the greatest possible freedom, see my images as they are, while trying, as their creator does, to think of Meaning, which means thinking of the Impossible. (Magritte, R, 2016, P48)

Even if the Surrealist movement did not last for a long time in the 20th century, it had a profound impact on the development of art, especially illustration. The influence of surrealism on the modern art was revolutionary both in ideology and technique. Even in modern times, the concept and style of surrealism can be found in the works of many artists. The Surrealist movement broadened the limits of artistic expression, allowing artists to use their imagination and various forms and materials more fully than ever before. For contemporary illustration, photography continued the surrealist style most obviously. Many photographic artists choose to use different means to express their strange images, to create what they understand as "surreal". The camera has become a powerful tool for artists to capture dreamlike images because of its instant image capture capability and the characteristics of real representation of the subject. Hence, photography has also become an important part of contemporary illustration, the use of photographic fragments for collage, and even the direct use of photos as a backplate for illustration creation have become a very popular technique for modern illustration artists. 

In the 21st century, surrealist art continues to exhibit certain characteristics that are reminiscent of the original movement. However, it has also evolved and adapted to reflect the contemporary context. Modern surrealism illustrations generally with the following characteristics:
1, Collage, different materials, different content of the graphic fragments together into a new picture. Nowadays, the main material for collage works is photos, or some images or words from magazines or newspapers
2. Dreamlike colors: strong and exaggerated colors are used to create unreal dream-like effects. We are all at the mercy of dream, and we owe it to ourselves to submit to its powers in our waking state. (Richardson. M, 2001) Stronger colors can draw attention and create a better sense of contrast, so this has been a widely used technique by surrealist illustrators both in the 20th century and today.
3. Intuitive painting, through free brushstrokes and other painting methods, directly show the artist's most intuitive imagination and emotion. Virtuosity is for idiots (in the pathological sense). The real job is in the layout, the choice of line, shape and colour, ill automatically trigger aesthetic sensations. (Magritte, R, 2016, P9)
4. Describe details and create a contrast between the real and the surreal through the fine description of details. Artists often distort or manipulate familiar objects and scenes, creating a sense of disorientation and questioning the boundaries of reality.
5. Digital and mixed media: With the advancement of technology, 21st century surrealist artists are very happy to explore the use of digital tools and mixed media in the field of art. They combine traditional artistic techniques with digital processing to create visually stunning and conceptually rich artworks. 

In conclusion, surrealism perfected the deficiencies of Dadaism, greatly influenced the creative ideas and styles of the art world at that time, and is still playing its role today. The influence of surrealism on illustration can still be seen today, and contemporary illustrators continue to apply inspiration derived from the techniques and concepts of the movement. Surrealist elements can be found in all forms of illustration, including book covers, editorial illustrations, advertising campaigns, and digital art. But back to the question: “If even one art movement consumed the entire illustration genre, it was Surrealism.” (Heller and Chwast. 2008, p.70). As an artist, especially anti-war artists, Seymour Chwast was more influenced and inspired by Surrealism, he is a typical contemporary surrealist artist. In some cases, Chwast’s decorative approach confronts any preconceptions of what war looks like. (Brower, S. 2020) He expressed anti-war themes in the form of strong colors, simple [image: ]slogans, and cartoons. Figure 6 - Seymour Chwast (1968) End Bad Breath

He uses different styles, realistic spatial layout and bold color expression to break the traditional and stereotypic realistic appearance and embody personal concepts through images, which is the charm of the integration of concepts and images. It is an indisputable fact that the profound influence of Surrealism on the art of illustration was immense, expanding the possibilities of visual storytelling and encouraging artists to push the boundaries of imagination and creativity. Especially, Chwast is one of the artists most influenced by it, so he believes that surrealism has “consumed the entire illustration genre” even more than others.
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