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Demonstration of an outdoor context outside the classroom that can help facilitate the learning. 

Thank you for that brilliant introduction Michelle! Welcome to session two of the presentation.

How Children Learn:

Following on from Michelle, children learn in all different ways. It’s down to parents and educators to support children in a way that’s personal and helpful to them. Children develop their learning at all stages in life. The Tabula Rasa theory is that, when a baby is born, their mind is a “blank slate” (Locke 1689) and their first experience of learning is through their senses (Clarke, 2011). 

Susan Clarke, teacher and trainer. States that from the ages of two to seven, this is where they start to think and form their own opinions and ideas. Children learn through a hands on approach, which requires them to observe, listen, explore, experiment and question whatever is in front of them (Brookes and Zazryn, 2019). A child’s learning process, requires them to engage and be active. It also keeps them curious and eager to continue to learn. One benefit to interactive learning is that, through positive “memorable experience”, children can have a “deeper understanding” in what they are taught. It challenges them to be better learners (Steele 2019). Another aspect is, how a child learns socially. As Michelle stated, when talking about Lev Vygotsky, the involvement from parents, carers and other adults assists with learning, as it is who they are surrounded by in their everyday lives. If you add interactive learning, include a social influence and allow them to learn outdoors into a child’s education, this creates the basis for the Foundation Phase (that Michelle touched on in her part). The Foundation Phase, is aimed at the ages in life where their main concern, should be about play. This phase is to challenge them “through practical activities” (Welsh Government, 2017). During what they are taught through the Foundation Phase, one skill that will support them is reflection and validation. Through a child reflecting on their work, they can learn the value of making mistakes and how they can correct them (Carlzon, 2019). The skill of reflection, teaches and supports critical thinking and this skill follows a child all through life. 

Outdoor Learning/ What Outdoor Learning Teaches:

Some subjects on the curriculum, cannot be taught outside of the classroom. However, every moment is a teaching moment. Children can learn so much outside of a classroom, as well as inside. Children respond well to outside learning as they can develop their own creativity (Ginsburg, 2007) through exploring. When a child leaves school to head home, you often hear them being over excited about that lesson they did outdoors. The perfect scenario for a great lesson outdoors, would be; the setting, nothing too distracting away from the main focus. How the children are placed, so they can socialise and interact with the teacher and peers. Being adaptable to any type of weather, a lesson should not rely on it always being good weather. Most importantly allowing for fun, letting children be children (Unknown, 2018). Children are born nurturing and kind, outdoor lessons allow them to have a deeper sense of place and a intra-personal connection to nature. They can improve a society, if the school teaches in the local area. This can show them the importance of community (unknown, 2020). When teaching outdoors, it is good to promote and include a small part of fitness, whether that is running, walking or jumping, as this improves their physical and cognitive strength (Ginsburg, 2007), allowing them to stay active. With so much on the line with the skills they can develop, this shows how the right setting and content for an outdoor lesson, can pull the whole experience together and give the children an experience they may cherish for the rest of their lives. With an opportunity to experience their learning, through outdoor lessons, one theorist that supports this and believes that a child’s development is supported through the freedom is John Dewey. 





John Dewey ( 1859 - 1952)

John Dewey was an American philosopher, who was a “co-founder of the philosophical movement known as pragmatism” (Gouinlock, 2020). The idea of pragmatism is being practical and “paying attention to the particular context” (University of Warwich, 2017). However, it also comes down to the belief that reality is experienced and not just lived (Dewey, 1938). Dewey believed that teaching and learning had to be “hands-on”, to leave an impact. With this, this meant that children needed to interact and involve themselves with whatever environment they were in. For it to be a great learning experience, John believed that the teachers had to involve themselves just as much as the children, to allow both parties to learn from each other and make it a positive learning experience. Dewey supported an interdisciplinary curriculum, where pupils were allowed to roam freely around a classroom and to come and go as they pleased (Jordan A. 2014). Obviously this wouldn’t stand very well today, but personally I agree with the freedom to a degree. To have the teachers there as guides rather than authoritative figures, is a nice concept as it allows them to grow as a class. However, there are limits as to how much freedom you can give a child. 

Dewey said: “Give the pupils something to do, not something to learn; and the doing is of such a nature as to demand thinking; learning naturally results” - John Dewey

Comparison to Froebel:

Another theorist that supports John Dewey’s views, is Friedrich Froebel. However, I can’t say too much about him because Marlena is discussing him in more depth, in her part of the presentation. Nevertheless, Froebel supports Dewey in the way that he believes that children need a good learning environment to have a deeper understanding, of what has been taught to them (Froebel, 1837). Much like Dewey, He believed that a child’s ability to play and their freedom to experience learning in a different way, was important in child development (Unknown, 2020).  

Froebel believes: “Play is the highest expression of human development in childhood for it alone is the free expression of what is in the child’s soul” - Friedrich Froebel.  

Both of these theorists, valued the importance of expression and looked beyond the education curriculum that was in front of them. They saw that there should be more to education, and how a child learns and made it their mission to focus on a child’s innocence, rather than forming them to sit in a classroom until they leave school. 

My Chosen Activity:

To support this, my activity from the WWT Llanelli Wetland Centre, is the Water Vole City. Before Covid, this activity, would allow the children to break off into small groups and learn all about water voles. I like this activity, as it’s not a physical activity, but it has such a wide opportunity to learn and develop their skills. Before they would physically start looking for voles, their language skill would be developed in the introduction to the activity, when discussing with the guides; what do they look like? What food do they eat? What habitat do they live in? Are any other species a threat to theirs? With all of these questions being asked, before they begin children would be using their unique thought process to answer these questions about an animal some may have never seen before. With all of this new information, they would be putting it into practice. When searching for these creatures, skills that the children would be improving are; their identification skills, when looking for water voles, their mathematical skills, with how many they can see and another would be their social skill, when working with small groups to make these exciting discoveries. The beauty of this outdoor learning, is that through this experience it has an opportunity to confirm what the children learn, by bringing it back to the classroom. When back in the classroom, they could be ask to draw a picture of a vole from memory. Or create their very own water vole habitat, with materials they collect from the outdoors. This would assess the children with physical validation of the topic to show their understanding. An observation allows you to “highlight a child’s strengths/ weaknesses” (Welsh Government).

To round off my part, the water vole city was brilliant to look in to, as I believe it links in well with Dewey’s theory on education. Children could just sit in a classroom and miss out experiencing outside teaching. Or education could include the ideas of the likes of Dewey and Froebel and create a much deeper connection with children. Allowing them to express themselves and learn through real life experiences outdoors. 

I hope you enjoyed my part of the presentation. Now I’m going to pass it over to Marlena. 
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