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For this assignment, I chose to review the website for The Foundation for Shamanic Studies; https:www.shamanism.org
I have always found Shamanism interesting, having previously read about Shamanic practices in South America. I have read excerpts from ‘Ayahuasca Shamanism in the Amazon and Beyond’ by Beatriz Caiuby Labate and Clancy Cavnar. I find the use of Ayahuasca in Shamanism and the journeys undertaken, and beings said to be met during the experience, to be extremely fascinating. I am interested to learn about how traditional Shamanic practices have become the basis of many modern spiritual practices today, and how these can exist in modern or ‘New Age’ spirituality, having been completely removed from their native cultural contexts.
The Foundation for Shamanic Studies is a non-profit charitable and educational organisation, and this is clearly stated on the home page of the website.
Their mission statement is “Dedicated to the preservation, study, and teaching of shamanic knowledge for the welfare of the Planet and its inhabitants”.
On first impression, the website is attractive, and professional in appearance. The information tabs are presented in uniform at the top of the page, and hyperlinked at the bottom, and each tab and link are fully operational, suggesting that the website is well-maintained on a regular basis. The homepage loads quickly, and is presented cleanly, with a good balance of informative text, quotes, and imagery. The structure and layout is clear, and simple to navigate.
The menu bar contains clearly labelled hyperlinks to each feature of the website, and includes ‘About FSS’, ‘Workshops’, ‘Indigenous Assistance’, ‘Research’, ‘Articles, News & Media’, ‘Shamanic Services’, ‘Join the Circle’, ‘Shamanic Store’, and a Home button. These headings suggest the links the FSS have with indigenous communities and give the impression that the group offers education, training, services and support to a community.
The ‘About FSS’ tab contains the extensive academic background of Michael Harner, links to the background and projects of the FSS, and the names and credentials of the faculty members of the organisation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Under the ‘Workshops’ tab, there are thirteen workshops in core Shamanism, the details of which are readily available. However, the costs of the workshops raises some confusion, as they are not clearly given a price. This could solidify the fact that the FSS is a non-profit organisation, as they are evidently not focusing on the monetary costs. There is also a detailed explanation of core Shamanism, a comprehensive FAQ on the workshops, and a worldwide list of contact details for workshops in core Shamanism.
Under the ‘Indigenous Assistance’ tab, there are details of the FSS’ efforts to provide assistance with and training in shamanic knowledge to native people where it is being threatened. Also, they have a program named ‘Living Treasures’, in which they provide the most distinguished indigenous shamans in less-developed countries with an annual stipend, to allow them to pass on their knowledge and skills.
The ‘Research’ tab contains information on the projects run by the FSS; of note is the MONOR project, an ongoing and ambitious project aiming to map out the alternate reality visited by those undergoing Shamanic journeys, by cross-referencing accounts of many journeys had by many different people, throughout time. The FSS website describes this as a ‘project to develop the world's foremost database of cross-cultural accounts of shamanic journeys, near-death, and other nonordinary explorations.’ Under the tab labelled ‘Articles, News & Media’, one can find submission guidelines for the ‘Shamanism Annual’; a journal for the Foundation, and an extensive list of articles on Shamanism by various writers, available through hyperlinks
Under the ‘Shamanic Services’ tab, there are listings for Shamanic healers that work independently of the Foundation, Shamanic Counsellors certified by Michael Harner, contact details for drumming circles led by members of the FSS or people who have completed the FSS’ basic training workshop, and FSS member bios, all of which are worldwide. 
There is some advertisement of services, but it does not feel pushed, more aimed at people who are looking specifically for it.
There is also a section on the ‘Ethical and Legal Considerations for Shamanic Healers’, containing the code of ethics of the Foundation for Shamanic Studies, a PDF of ‘Ethical Considerations in Shamanic Healing’ by Susan Mokelke, JD, and the Unified Code of Ethics for Healers.
The founder, Michael Harner, is an anthropologist, and his academic background is detailed on the website. This gives weight, a sense of credibility and authenticity, along with authority, to the information on the site. The way the information is presented has a clear, academic feel, which can be seen in the lack of advertising on the website, the way the members of the FSS’ staff are listed; describing them as ‘faculty’, and also in the fact that the research elements of the Foundation are displayed prominently on the website. It is unclear whether this is done intentionally, to convince visitors of the authenticity of the organisation, but the effect is reassuring either way.
Cultural appropriation is a common issue in many New Age spiritualities, as many of them have strong roots in cultures far from Western society. A middle-aged white couple running a Shamanic foundation in the West could be construed as appropriating cultural heritage. However, Michael Harner became a Shaman by training with indigenous Shamans, and the FSS’ Indigenous Assistance program clearly serves to defend against arguments of cultural appropriation, as they send groups out to train with indigenous cultures who are losing or have lost their knowledge of Shamanism and have requested the aid of the FSS, and follow strict ethical guidelines while doing so. The ethical documents are linked, and the legal considerations are detailed on the site.
I feel that the way the website presents the aims of the FSS is clear and transparent; the information is easily accessible and pertinent. All the material on the site is easy to find, and there is an FAQ page which comprehensively answers many questions about the workshops and what Shamanism is. There is also a video documentary, linked on the homepage of the site, called ‘The Way of the Shaman: The Work of Michael and Sandra Harner’. I found this film helpful, as it gave a good overview of the FSS, and gave more detail about the previous work of the founders. The video is the first thing on the homepage, enticing visitors to watch it before browsing the site, and I feel that navigation of the site is easier after viewing, as it gives more context to the information available.
The website is obviously aimed at a more educated, and possibly older audience, as it is professionally written and seems to view Shamanism as an almost academic practice, referencing the credentials of the founders and core members.
On the homepage, alongside the film, the first thing seen is a photograph of a couple in their later years, looking happy and content with life, which is already a provocative image and appropriate for the website. It is not labelled clearly that these are the founders, but as the image is placed next to the film, titled ‘The Way of the Shaman: The Work of Michael and Sandra Harner’, the structure of the page has continuity and makes it feel safe to assume that this is so. This also immediately gives a face to the names of the founders, which only helps to reassure visitors, as it instils a sense of familiarity from the very first visit to the site.
I found this site to be educative on the subject of Shamanism, and although it does feel somewhat aimed at people with some background or knowledge of the subject, it is by no means unwelcoming to those who have only recently become interested. I feel the website is very well-executed, and informative to those with no prior knowledge on the FSS, with comprehensive information on the founders, the work, and the workshops and services offered, with a large FAQ section on the workshops and training programs. The information on the site is organised well, in easy to navigate tabs and hyperlinks, and where multiple text boxes and images are in the same area, they are arranged cleanly and avoid cluttering the site. 
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