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An evaluation of the reception by the wider academic community of Peppiatt’s thesis on Paul’s rhetorical arguments in 1 Corinthians.


	Aims and Objectives:
Nodau ac Amcanion
· To set Peppiatt’s thesis in the context of recent Pauline studies.
· To examine Peppiatt’s thesis that 1 Corinthians is better understood as a dialogue in which Paul refutes the teaching of the church’s male leadership.

· To evaluate Peppiatt’s work in the light of peer criticism.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair):
Lucy Peppiatt (2015) makes a bold attempt to suggest a resolution to the vexed question of St Paul’s attitude towards women in the church.  She argues that “if we take a traditional view…then it is difficult to avoid either an offensive theology of gender, or the conclusion that Paul is confused…[or]…double-minded” (2015, 134).  Peppiatt, emphatically rejects these possibilities and argues that 1 Corinthians is part of an ongoing dialogue between Paul and the Corinthian church.  Her solution is to read 1 Corinthians 11-14 rhetorically, as a conversation between Paul and the leaders of the church with Paul “cit[ing] his opponents in order to refute them” (2015, 4). In other words, many of the seemingly contradictory statements should be attributed to the male leadership of the Corinthian church, rather than a reflection of Paul’s stance.  She contends that the leadership of the church would have recognised Paul’s references to their own slogans.  

In Peppiatt’s judgement, her re-evaluation of 1 Corinthians depicts Paul at odds with the male-dominated culture of the church, rather, he was preaching that “the radically new relations of Jew and Gentile and slave and free can, mutatis mutandis, be claimed for men and women” (2015, 134).  Furthermore, these concerns have contemporary relevance.  The issues addressed by Paul of “authority, power, discernment, wisdom, self-sacrifice” are “current” in today’s church “where there are often troubled gender relations” (2015, 1).

In his introduction to Peppiatt (2015), Douglas Campbell (Duke Divinity School) states “I suspect that Peppiatt’s conclusions will be controversial…and I have no doubt that she will be the target of criticism” (Peppiatt, 2015, x).  

My proposal is to investigate Campbell’s suspicion, by reviewing the reception of Peppiatt’s thesis in the wider academic community.  Criticisms of her thesis will be assessed to determine whether perceived weakness are to be found in her textual exegesis, her theology, her perception of Paul, or her understanding of Corinthian culture.  Other issues may also come to light, for example, her interest in the political and pastoral implications for the church today.

My dissertation will have three main sections.  

The first part will establish the academic foundations that lie behind Peppiatt’s argument.  The bible, written by men, read by men and interpreted by men has, in the eyes of many, drowned out the voice of women.  Peppiatt’s work builds on the growing body of work from bible scholars, theologians and historians that contests the androcentric perspective that has prevailed throughout much of the church’s history.  This first part will survey the relevant literature to determine the development and trajectory of this challenge to traditional male dominance.  

The second part will summarise and analyse Peppiatt’s argument examining her methods, stance and conclusions.    

The third part will evaluate reaction to Peppiatt’s work through references to her work in published academic papers, also, comment and criticism on web sites.  Since much of this work tends to be ephemeral, I will also endeavour to find more lasting evidence of the impact of her work in recently published works.  Finally, I will assess whether the criticisms undermine her thesis or establish a basis for development.       
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