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Task 3, Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?
The theme Environmental could be taken in many different directions, the main one being climate change, however our director started us with tasks, such as people’s immediate environment, embarrassing stories and how I effect a space with my presence as a way of starting off the devising process. This was a good bonding exercise and a starting point, it meant I could be part of the process and get to know the actors in our touring group before we start devising with the director. We were all on the same page whilst researching, sharing ideas and thoughts on the world around us, being shocked by the information we were collecting, for example:
“As a record-breaking sailor, Dame Ellen MacArthur has seen more of the world’s oceans than almost anyone else. Now she is warning that there will be more waste plastic in the sea than fish by 2050, unless the industry cleans up its act.” (1)
“13 million hectares of forest have been cleared for other uses or by natural disaster. By the year 2030, we might only have 10% of our forests left… and if we don’t stop deforestation, they could all be gone in 100 years.” (2)
everyone had strong opinions on the world around us, when it came time to relay our research in the first week we all had something that resonated personally with us, which we could take forward into the creation of the performance and it was something we wanted the children to take away from the piece as well. Being able to interview children at the beginning of the project was a bonus, opening up our eyes as to how a child of 5 or 7 thinks and to be able to keep it in mind throughout the production. I believe it led a lot of the design for the colours, being a traditional gradient rainbow, coming together when the chairs matched the colourful murals on the walls of the schools.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Using Minimal and Abstract as a starting point for design, portraying a lot by using a small amount of set, costume and props. For example, the props had to reflect the character’s personality, such as red elbow length gloves for posh lobsters or have a hint of the animal, such as brown fur bobbles on a hat for bears. This was also important to represent a scene, the most prominent being the Frog Legs. It had a large range of props, involving a piece of set and a change in clothing. The change of clothing made it stand out, with deforestation being the main theme. The t-shirt was to represent the jungle, the only piece left of his home at the end of the scene. In Task 2 I only touched upon this slightly, with the importance of the message being brought forward in such a subliminal way. I believe because it is the most visual scene it gives one of the most straightforward messages. Task 2, being based on research and how an audience perceives a touring piece, it was good to be able to condense what we had looked into and take it forward within the production.
Task 1 really was the starting point and building blocks for the whole piece, from getting our creative juices flowing to bonding as a team and having the initial short stories that I believe lead into the final scenes. Task 2 was important to understand our theme, to explore it and individually see how each scene affected an audience, from deforestation to pollution of the seas and to continue to keep it in mind whilst devising.

“We have the knowledge and the technology to reduce our impact on the climate, and ease the pressures on the world's most vulnerable places, people and wildlife. We just need to make it happen.” (3)
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