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Abstract 
This systematic review will highlight the contextual background of  whilst following secondary methods and research provided by others alongside my own thoughts and findings. Whilst preparing for a systematic review literature and actively looking for varies of data: information retrieval, quantative data, qualative data and factual based surveys. To then complete a Boolean like conclusion after inspecting all documents identifying all the significant themes relevant to my question extending all my thoughts, opinions and all findings to retrieve a final closing statement. 


Introduction 
In this literature review I will be exploring and identifying possible findings by using a structured method of research, data analysis and collective information to create more of an understanding and collective response to the research question. The aim of this literature review is to outline both a comprehensive and systematic review of existing literature in a secondary manor on this area, subject and concept. The question for this literature review is: Domestic abuse in men is it recognised enough or even acknowledged? I aim to highlight a broad range of knowledge-based reviews, both quantitative and qualitative ways of analysing research by implementing cross sectional and longitudinal methods to allow a diverse and precise data whilst also providing personal statements and research I have discovered individually by analysing research produced by service a public domain in Wales that have undertaken a survey based data collection of those who treat and care for males who are victims of domestic violence. 














Background 
[bookmark: _Hlk137800505]Domestic abuse is a significant issue that effects thousands globally, to be more statistically there is known to be a figure of 1 in 3 women (30%) who are subjected to some form of abuse (World Health Organization, 2021). Another research has stated that 1 in 6 men are victims of abuse but over 48% of victims are not reported when it comes to males (Broberg, 2022). Although it is said to be recognised with both sexes/genders, the phenomenon is commonly understood and only recognised when the focus is on a female who is suffering abuse from a male. However, evidence shows that a large volume of men are victims of female perpetrated violence. Many males with such issues are highly under explored to the extent that it is not then recognised resulting in poor responses and often left situations that are left under the radar (Perryman, Appleton, 2016). A thematic analysis identified four themes: violent relationships, harms and behaviours, risk and seeking help. Results had shown in 2016 that men who had reported being a victim of such things as: physical, emotional, psychological, or even sexual abuse were not being recognised as a victim as much as a female victim would or have been if they/she had reported the same abuse. Healthcare teams and visitors have and should implement the importance of their role when addressing the care/needs of male victims of domestic abuse but also their families. I wish to conduct a wide systematic, preliminary, and factual review on the current body and knowledge of male victims who experience or have experienced any type of domestic abuse. “One in 6-7 men and one in 4 women will be a victim of domestic abuse in their lifetime. Of domestic abuse crimes recorded by the police, 25% were committed against men” (Mankind, n.d.). Statistically speaking on a broader scale when considering the factual state of men experiencing domestic abuse half of male victims (49%) fail to tell anyone they are a victim of domestic abuse and are two and a half times less likely to tell anyone than female victims (19%) (Mankind, n.d.). Many different history of domestic violence interpretations have quite a controversial view and speculation regarding the subject itself of ‘domestic violence’. Fader, 2021 states according to the roman empire's beliefs the father of the family ‘pater familias’ was not questioned by any circumstance as they were assumed the higher authority referring to the code of law. The higher achy was introduced against their wives, kids or any other extended family member meaning they were arguable the supreme and absolute.  Adversity occurred towards their own families including slavery, adultery or even murder. New-borns could have been sentenced to death by a fathers say allowing control of maternity rights, a womans modesty and way of life. To then explore the view of the early catholic church who practiced in the 15th century, the Catholic Church established its "Rules of Marriage," which proclaimed a husband was judge over his wife and recommended abusing her as an accepted form of discipline that would benefit her soul. These beliefs about the spiritual benefits of wife abusing became an established part of culture and law throughout the Christian world at the time, and the subjugation of women, both within and outside of faith traditions, has persisted for centuries (Fader, 2021). Which some may argue that their views the ‘roman empire’ and ‘the early catholic church’ were of a similar character and belief. Fader, 2021 states a recognisable change to a major turning point in perceptions towards domestic violence occurred in 1871, when the State of Alabama charged a formerly enslaved man named George Fulghum with assault of his wife. In a monumental decision, the Court ruled that "a married woman is as much under the defence of the law as any other member of the community" and that the idea that a man had the right to chastise his wife in this way was "a relic of barbarism." Although it took time for other states and courts to follow, this case was the beginning of a nationwide movement against domestic violence. For the first time in American history, the law was seeing women and children as victims of crime, not just property that needed to be punished by an abuser. which also only highlights the issues within women and children who have been exposed to domestic violence which suggests that not only now is there a controversial approach to men being recognised as a victim not a perpetrator, but also as early as the 27 B.C.E to 180 C.E. “Domestic abuse is routinely portrayed as a gendered crime, perpetrated by men against women". Yet the startling truth is that one third of domestic abuse victims are men. The Office for National Statistics estimates that 1.6 million women and 757,000 men reported abuse in 2020. Despite representing such a considerable proportion of victims, men are silenced by the hostility and incredulity they encounter when articulating their experiences to the police and safeguarding services (Broberg, 2022). When recognizing the broader spectrum when identifying domestic violence, there is a growing number of studies exist that explore the question of gender and of directionality of violence. Straus and Gelles (1990), coordinators of the National Family Violence Survey have shown that most of the physical domestic violence in the United States is bidirectional in nature and that equal numbers of adults reported initiating IPV. The idea of a “symmetry” between men and women, and between mutual perpetrators and victims, is not conveyed in other national surveys, with the National Institute of Justice (1998) reporting the findings of a 1992 survey of violence victims as “more than 1,000,000 women and 143,000 men were violently victimized by intimates” in the United States (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000). 








Search strategy sheet method and methodology 


	
My research question:

	
 Domestic abuse in men is it recognised enough or even acknowledged? 

	
Places to search for information:

	
 Google scholar, articles, google search engine, library resources, interviews, books and schools/colleges collection of qualitative data alongside quantitative. 

	

	
Date 
	
Database / Search Engine Name
	
Search Terms 
	
No of Results
	
Links to: title, aim, objective number?
	
Your Comments or notes 

	23/6/23
(2021 published)
	Google scholar 
	Statistics of domestic abuse.
(World health organisation)  
	Multiple
	Statistics of abuse for both women and men.
	Suggests difference in reports.

	23/6/23
(2016 published)
	google
	Thematic analysis on abuse in men.  
	Multiple
	Report of 4 relevant themes suggesting men is unrecognised when identifying this approach (2016).
	Suggests if a woman had reported would be no reservations. 

	25/6/23
(N.D)
	Google articles 
	Mankind 
	Five relevant 
	Statistics 49% of males go unreported meaning 2 ½ times less likely to report rather than a female. 
	Continues to suggest men are less likely to report for fear of rejection.

	25/6/23
(2021 published)
	Google articles
	Articles of history throughout the years for domestic abuse. 
	Two relevant 
	The roman empires approach to the idea of domestic abuse was identified using common law were men were told they could commit crimes such as murder and adultery without repercussion. 
	This common law has a domino effect creating a stem for stigma against men and how they are only seen as the perpetrator. 

	26/6/23
(2021 published)
	Google articles
	Articles of history throughout the years for domestic abuse.
	Two relevant 
	The early catholic church "Rules of Marriage," which proclaimed a husband was judge over his wife and recommended abusing her as an accepted form of discipline that would benefit her soul. These beliefs about the spiritual benefits of wife abusing became an established part of culture and law throughout the Christian world at the time. 
	Inflicting similar beliefs from the roman era, indicating that men had the right for perform abuse but there is no argument or knowledge of existence that they were victims.

	30/6/23
(N.D)
	Google scholar 
	Domestic violence in men not being recognised. 
	Multiple 
	This report identifies the gaps in the service for service providers and victims who are subjected to domestic abuse and that are men. 
	Quantitative study. 
Supporting the argument of the lack of resources and care provided. 

	30/6/23
(2019 published) 
	Reviews on scholar  
	Systematic literature review of intimate partner violence victimisation. 
	singular
	research with male victims, and victims from the LGBTQ+ community is less common. The main aim of the current research was to conduct a systematic literature review to synthesise the literature base of IPV victimisation experiences to ascertain how abuse is experienced, and the effects of that abuse.
	Highlighting issues amongst men and also people who belong to the LGBTQ+ community, shadowing the stigma on only women victims not the perpetrators.

	30/6/23
(2019)
	Reviews on scholar 
	An all-Wales qualitative study, 20 semi-structured interviews were completed with managers and practitioners of domestic abuse services supporting men. Interviews were analysed using thematic analysis.
	singular
	Findings cannot be generalised across the UK. This study offers a valuable base on which to build future knowledge. Future research might consider recruiting larger samples or follow up qualitative findings with a larger quantitative survey.

	Offering firsthand information from the service providers who directly deal with the effects of men who experience or have experienced domestic abuse. 



Methodology and method for literature review 
The methodological approach is simply the resources consulted, the editing and proofreading, the style of writing if it was self-done or a third party was employed, whether digital or manual, and how you confirmed your account accuracy and paper integrity (, 2022). The process of converting and conclusion could also be either through qualitative methods, which deal with numbers or words. In a literature review, both methodologies are applicable, and evaluations could be made based on a period of the plot, which is a determiner, or the language the writer used for the text topic. The themes could also be a way of evaluation; for example, the dark ages are associated with wars, death, witchcraft, and gothic features. Give details of your research paper evaluation and the student’s sequence that led to the conclusion (Authors corner, 2022). 


“Boolean method of inclusion criteria”
[image: ]
(Pohl, Zobel and Moffat, n.d.)

Findings and results 
Strategy (inclusion and exclusion) 

Article 1
Currency
Date of publication: (2008-2013)
Relevance
This article creates an observational approach on the possible reasons on why men are more reluctant to express their experiences past or present when dealing with the stigma of reporting domestic abuse. Further into the report there is a wide knowledge base reports on the identification in the known gaps within the male victim reports of domestic abuse such as: Staffordshire Police (2008) suggest that men often find it hard to admit to themselves that they are being abused. Gelles ( 1999) suggests that male victims may not seek help because care agencies often deny the existence of violence against men where the wife or female partner is the perpetrator. It is suggested that men are not encouraged to report abuse, they are conditioned not to ask for help and may feel disempowered by those in authority and are therefore less likely to report incidents of domestic violence (Cook 1997, Du Plat-Jones 2006). Disbelief by the victim, a culture of victim blaming and the reluctance of the police to produce and action crime reports on domestic violence against men contribute to the unwillingness of men to report abusive episodes (Lawrence 2003). 
Authority 
:Found off Google scholar, Sourced by University of Wales St trinity David, this article is a journal-based source of information.   
Accuracy 
This review consists of findings from Barber, Christopher f, the nursing standard; in London (2013). Backed up by over 25 different references to do with the stigma of domestic violence within male victims. Alongside over 487 different backed up documents to help elaborate and further findings when considering the question at hand; Domestic abuse in men is it recognised enough or even acknowledged? 


Purpose 
To allow an understanding on the vast stigma which is portrayed when considering the findings on how domestic abuse victims report, cope and receive support as male victims. The very existence of the idea that males can be victims of domestic violence from any other perpetrator is deemed unrealistic therefor it allows a barrier to be formed underlining the observation of how men choose not to identify themselves as victims, but to then become unrecognised and receive lack of support or on-going care from organisations/people such as nurses. for example, there are shelters and safe homes to assist in protecting women from violent partners, but these are not available for men. There are, however, a limited number of resources and support networks available to male victims of domestic violence (Lawrence, 2003). 


Article 2 
Currency 
Date of publication: (2019) 
Relevance 
This article provides a more traditional view that of intimate partner violence (IPV) that of which the perpetrator is to be only male and the victim to be identified in most cases as a female (Dobash, Wilson, Daly, 1992). Resulting in most research into the victimisation experience to be only reported from a female victim’s perspective. The aim was to study the effects of abuse on those in a (IPV) victim category identifying across different genders and sexualities. However, this report highlights the lack of reports and solutions when research was undertaken as the idea of a male being portrayed as anything more than a perpetrator was unheard of in most cases. 
Authority 
American psychological association; journal article/ literature review. 
Accuracy 
Published by (APA PsycINFO), to help provide an inclusive review across gender and sexuality (IPV) victims. includes citations of over 26 different references by those such as: Laskey, Bates, E.A and Taylor in 2019. 
Purpose 
The provided purpose of this study and review is it allows access to those who deal with the unrecognised stigma within men who are experiencing or have experienced both (IPV) or any form of domestic abuse. The idea of collecting such data from those who have supported those in need creates a level of understanding on things that may go unnoticed or isn’t acknowledged within normal society. 


Article 3 
Currency 
Date of publication: issue published;(2019), Article Published; (2018)
Relevance 
The review offers a qualitative approach which conducted twenty semi-structured based interviews of which was with direct support avenues and service providers of deal on a firsthand bases with victims of domestic abuse of a male origin. This approach is different from the previous literature reviews, articles and journals as this identification and research in from only a male victim’s perspective from a service providers opinion. This is relevant as it allows an analysed approach towards providing information by using a thematic method. 
Authority 
Journal of aggression, conflict and peace research/ university of Wales conducted the interview and gathered the qualitative information provided. 
Accuracy 
Includes references by; Wallace, Kenkre, Brayford and Borja. Information provided by the safer Wales DYN project. This paper in (2018/2019) was the first to explore the needs of men from the lens of a domestic abuse professional. 

Purpose 
The purpose of such literature reviews what to highlight the awareness and experiences of those who fall recipient to (IPV) intimate partner violence. In this review it allows the reader and me to distinguish the difference between female victims being highlighted as a victim and not a perpetrator. Males are perceived traditionally to not be affected by the trouble of (IPV) relationships as they are mostly featured in this review not a victim. This then furthers my findings and understanding on which how men are continuously not portrayed or considered when domestic violence victims are identified. 
Article 1,2,3        Themes, similarities and identifications
	

Domestic violence against men (www.proquest.com, n.d.) ‘Google Scholar’




	This article reviews the literature relating to domestic violence against men and examines some of the reasons why men are reluctant to report violent episodes. The article focuses on men as the victims and women as the perpetrators of domestic violence and identifies gaps in service provision. The role of the nurse in supporting male victims is also discussed.
	
Domestic Violence in men not being recognized.  
(Quantitative study)
Common themes are men are considered to not be victims and the identification of gaps in services and how it is not discussed. 


	


“A systematic literature review of intimate partner violence victimisation: An inclusive review across gender and sexuality” (Laskey, Bates and Taylor, 2019)





	

As a result of this, most research into victimisation experiences appears to be conducted with female victims of IPV (Morin, 2014), and research with male victims, and victims from the LGBTQ+ community is less common. The main aim of the current research was to conduct a systematic literature review to synthesise the literature base of IPV victimisation experiences to ascertain how abuse is experienced, and the effects of that abuse.
	

Themes throughout the reports overall are Male community and LGBTQ+ are less likely to be reported or recognized when it comes to domestic violence. This is an overview of victimisation and the effects of abuse on all aspects and genders. Which seems to be a consistent issue through all articles. 

(Qualitative study)




	Men who experience domestic in all Wales qualitative study, 20 semi-structured interviews were completed with managers and practitioners of domestic abuse services supporting men. Interviews were analysed using thematic analysis. Tic abuse: a service approach. 
(Wallace et al., 2019)
	An all-Wales qualitative study, 20 semi-structured interviews were completed with managers and practitioners of domestic abuse services supporting men. Interviews were analysed using thematic analysis.
	Findings cannot be generalised across the UK. This study offers a valuable base on which to build future knowledge. Future research might consider recruiting larger samples or follow up qualitative findings with a larger quantitative survey. However, this article provides information provided from surveys that have been filled out by direct front line providers offering a direct approach to male victims of domestic abuse. 

(Qualative study)



Discussion
Article one “Domestic violence against men” (DuPlat-Jones,2006). When considering Information relating this article is highlighting the large focus on only women related victim reports, when it comes to men being subjected to women as the perpetrators. Domestic violence against men attends to go unrecognized due to several reasons such as: embarrassment, fear of being ridiculed or just the large stigma that has been created of men having to be masculine and not acknowledgment any weakness no matter the cost (www.proquest.com, 2008). Article two “A systematic literature review of intimate partner violence victimisation: An inclusive review across gender and sexuality” (Laskey, Bates and Taylor, 2019). Highlights its main issue that’s arising, that some IPV victims that can be incredibly underrepresented in this following literature review as an outcome. Alongside male victims and members of the LGBTQ+ society are slowly being more recognized and included in IPV research (Afifi et al., 2009). This initially gathers more of an in-depth study on those in this specific group criteria’s and how they also experience abuse. With also, providing research and support from not only a feminist point of view but also to highlight the more pressing issue of male orientated attacks/abuse which tends to be unrecognized due to only really addressing domestic violence with female victims and males being the perpetrators. Article three Analyses research that refers to different themes: rebuilding, resources (I.E funding/time), low numbers of men, knowledge of provision, acceptance of domestic abuse and being against the tide of recognition (Kenkre,2018). Although against the tide of recognition resulted in being quite central, domestic abuse is understood to be heteronormative and gendered base experience; abused males defy these concepts (Brayford, 2018). Findings are not generalised across the UK; this review offers an inestimable base on which to further future knowledge. Further research may consider recruiting larger samples or follow up qualitative findings with a vast quantitative survey (Borja,2018). Service needs and solutions for men are perceived in need of acceptance and acknowledgment providing knowledge of provision to then allow the concept of expressing the idea of needing help and seeking practical support is deemed permitted (Brayford, 2018). The dark approach taken by men over 2000 years ago has created an argument for men to only be of a violent, masculine and evil nature when referring to domestic abuse. However, allowing that stigma to still be resonated in many cases has created a loophole for other persons to be unidentified as victims of domestic abuse. 











Conclusion 
Concluding my research and data findings it is clear to see a common dementor when finalising each article, survey and data collection that has been summarised by identifying each theme, the final summarisation would be that men who are victims of domestic violence have yet to have full recognition of both the acknowledgment that it exists and the idea of men not being the perpetrator. Each element has proven the ongoing issues that have past and presently occurred referring to the unidentified problems when considering different support networks available, the large stigma behind reporting their abuse or even being recognised as victims. Personally, I would argue that domestic violence has been given a feminine approach from all aspects and will never truly be considered a non-gender specific without reflecting on research and building a structured plan to allow all public domains to have the resources and means to cater to all not just females. Will society ever truly understand the meaning of domestic abuse and will the idea of men only being perpetrators ever change, we are yet to discover. 



















References 
Gleeson, H. (2020). Male victims of domestic violence have few places to turn or services to call. Australian Broadcasting Corporation. [online] 31 Aug. Available at: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-01/male-victims-of-domestic-violence-shame-stigma-support/12495738.
https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/newsroom/why-are-men-often-overlooked-as-victims-of-domestic-abuse 
https://mankind.org.uk/statistics/statistics-on-male-victims-of-domestic-abuse/#:~:text=One%20in%206%2D7%20men 
https://www.betterhelp.com/advice/domestic-violence/a-history-of-domestic-violence-how-much-have-things-changed/. 
Barner, J.R. and Carney, M.M. (2011). Interventions for Intimate Partner Violence: A Historical Review. Journal of Family Violence, 26(3), pp.235–244. doi:https://doi.org/10.1007/s10896-011-9359-3   
www.proquest.com. (n.d.). Domestic violence against men - ProQuest. [online]Laskey, P., Bates, E.A. and Taylor, J.C. (2019). A systematic literature review of intimate partner violence victimisation: An inclusive review across gender and sexuality. Aggression and Violent Behaviour, 47, pp.1–11. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2019.02.014. 
Laskey, P., Bates, E.A. and Taylor, J.C. (2019b). A systematic literature review of intimate partner violence victimisation: An inclusive review across gender and sexuality. Aggression and Violent Behaviour, 47, pp.1–11. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.avb.2019
https://doi.org/10.1108/JACPR-03-2018-0353
World Health Organization (2021). Devastatingly pervasive: 1 in 3 Women Globally Experience Violence. [online] www.who.int. Available at: https://www.who.int/news/item/09-03-2021-devastatingly-pervasive-1-in-3-women-globally-experience-violence.
Broberg, R. (2022a). Why are men often overlooked as victims of domestic abuse? [online] The Centre for Social Justice. Available at: https://www.centreforsocialjustice.org.uk/newsroom/why-are-men-often-overlooked-as-victims-of-domestic-abuse. 
admin (2022). How to write methods section for a literature review. [online] The Bookish Elf. Available at: https://www.bookishelf.com/literature-review-methodology-how-to-write-a-methods-section-for-a-literature-review/#:~:text=The%20methodological%20approach%20is%20simply. 
Pohl, S., Zobel, J. and Moffat, A. (n.d.). Extended Boolean Retrieval for Systematic Biomedical Reviews. [online] Available at: https://citeseerx.ist.psu.edu/document?repid=rep1&type=pdf&doi=e77b7beaf05fddf7bd7fff5630f6bc9b45ef175b.





image2.png
4 Conclusions

In the biomedical domain with its complex information
needs, it tums out that Boolean querying is on a par
with ranked approaches using TRC queries bult up from
review title, research question, and inclusion criteria.
Extended Boolean retrieval models are able to increase the
fraction of relevant documents found after inspecting the
usual 500 to 2,000 documents, by loosening the strictness
of conjunctive operators and iniroducing some elements
of ranking. This flexibility allows users to consciously
choose the investment they are willing to make in in-
specting answers. In our experiments, a simple extended
Boolean retrieval model with binary term weights outper-
formed pure Boolean and ranked retrieval. Finding more
documents early in the search process reduces the risk
of biasing the outcome of the later employed discovery
techniques, such as following citation links of already
found publications or asking their authors.

If Boolean result sets are required, the proposed ap-
proach can be combined with strict Boolean querying at
least in the following two approaches. First, ordering
Boolean result sets by extended Boolean scores allows
assessment of the quality of the query in support of
iterative query refinement without sampling or inspecting
the whole set. Second, after the Boolean set is reported,
it can be extended by any number of documents. Either
as-yet reported documents are returned by descending
similarity score, or successively additional sets can be
returned that do not match on (say) one or two conjuncts,
or conjuncts that have the least impact on overall retrieval
score.” As is also the case with Boolean retrieval, binary
term weights have the advantage that only the document
itself determines its similarity score, not being dependent
on properties of all documents in the collection. This is
helpful to reproduce results and independent determina-
tion why a particular document has not been found with
the published search strategy.
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