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Quantity Surveying
How have you been able to adapt / use the new skills learnt within the work environment? (500 Words)



From carrying out this task I have been able to transfer the skills that I have adapted to a number of different scenarios for different tasks in work and the real life environment. In the work environment I use time management every day. In order to win new work we have a tender delivery programme with dates that have have been requested from the client or main contractor for the tender to be returned. Our marketing manager gets in the work and adds it to the sheet and as a commercial department we monitor the sheet and assign the jobs based on workload. I then have to effectively manage my time in order to complete the take off and submit a price to the contractor while being able to deal with the current jobs that I have running. One way in which I manage my time effectively is to do tenders in the middle of the month when I have slightly more time. At the end of the month I am dealing with Sub contractor payments and Valuations and the week after I will be completing cost value reports (CVR’s) so completing tenders doing this period is an effective form of time management.

The other transferable skill that I have learnt is understanding the nature of the build and then being able to transfer this and offer to tenders that I have been producing. At Clive line we are providing factory fitted windows and the double batten clad system i have previously discussed. From having worked on this and having a good understanding, while producing a tender for Harper Group I have offered factory fit windows as a price in order to speed up their build time. This is in the early stages but is looking promising. Developing this skill has enabled be to broaden my knowledge as i have had to do a lot of research about the windows specification required on this scheme. I have learnt a lot about acoustic windows as the scheme is situated along a busy road so these are required. This has been a hard task as it has been a struggle to get these without going to aluminium.

The other skill that i have learnt during this project is CAD skills, from accessing the model in work and understanding the drawings I was able to use the CAD drawings supplied to us in the BIM/Sustainable materials module. We were supplied with drawings of a detached house in order to price and make energy efficient. As I have recently done a lot of work with CAD in work something which I have never used before, I was able to use these images rather than the PDF’s and adapt and change them in order to provide back up to my findings.
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