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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project:   Yes   
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:   

Please remove the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Sophie Rees

	STUDENT ID No.: 2016533

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Should all UK Police Officers be equipped with Taser?
INTRODUCTION:
I have chosen this topic as I feel this is relevant in the ever-changing UK whereby there has been a rise in crimes involving knives or sharp instruments. I have noticed the increase in the volume of calls since being a Police Officer where a taser authority is granted due to the violent nature of the reported offence. I believe this is worthy of consideration as this is something that I encounter on a daily basis when working. 
I will include pros and cons for the subject and an overall summary of my findings. 

To provide context on the subject I have found the following:   
The Office of National Statistics (ONS) publishes a report annually which highlights the number of crimes recorded in England and Wales involving a knife or sharp instrument. In the year ending March 2021, there were around 40,000 offences involving a knife or sharp instrument. This is 15% lower than 2019/2020, but 27% higher than 2020/2011 (ONS, 2021)
Taser is a controversial subject within Policing but, is widely met with support from fellow police officers. The Police Federation reported in 2019 that 89% of Officers said they would want to carry Taser (Polfed, 2019).

These thoughts aren’t always agreed with by members of the public and are often met with scrutiny. As social media is on the rise there are more instants involving police contact which are filmed and shared publicly with little to no context. This has a negative impact on Taser usage which has been filmed many times over the last few years, as it can be shown as excessive force. In addition to this, the University of Cambridge released a study involving City of London police in 2018. This study included findings that Officers armed with Taser were 48% more likely to use ‘excessive force’. The study argues that Police Officers who carry Taser increases the use of force (University of Cambridge, 2018) 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

I want to collect information around the statistics of Taser usage in the UK and what determines a use of force. 
I will collect information around the bias of the UK media surrounding this use of force and how it can be perceived by the public as ‘excessive force’
Information in regards to the increased risk of carrying Taser to Officers. I will look at both sides of the argument. 
The stance of Police Officers when it comes to carrying Taser and their personal opinions on the topic.

To achieve this I will complete online reading and produce a survey to fellow colleagues to gather their thoughts. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

I will gather information from websites such as the Police Federation, College of Policing, Office of National Statistics, relevant Police Forces, as well as News articles and government websites. 
I will conduct a survey to fellow Police Officers to fill a gap in the research and obtain statistics from South Wales Police specifically. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
The best research methods suited for my research is online articles and websites as well as conducting a survey. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be asking my fellow frontline Police Officers. These will be response officers, NPT and RPU as I feel these roles are at the forefront with dealing with live incidents and will be best suited to provide an accurate response to the survey based on their own experiences. 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

There are no ethical issues surrounding my initial proposal.

	TIME SCALE:
Following the University’s guide and receive regular feedback as I go along.  

	REFERENCE LIST:
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