The Duality of Egyptian Gods
The area of interest for this essay is the dual representation of Egyptian gods, focusing on Anubis. The specific focus is what these representations can tell us about the religious beliefs and practices of ancient Egypt. Anubis is often depicted in a human form with a jackal head but is sometimes shown as a jackal. I want to explore the associations of Anubis with his role as protector of the dead and how these may be connected to his jackal form.
The main objective for this essay is to understand how the duality of Anubis is related to notions of duality that pervade Ancient Egyptian belief systems. 
In order to reach this understanding the following questions will be addressed:
Why is the jackal necessary in depictions of Anubis and what is communicated through this depiction, for example other-ness and divinity?
How does the dual representation of Anubis link to the other animal-headed gods?
What other aspects of duality can be found in Egyptian belief systems that may link to the duality of the gods?
In order to conduct this study a few artistic representations of Anubis will be analysed and compared. These representations will include both fully animal and mixed animal/human representations. The majority of these representations will be from funerary settings such as tombs and funerary temples. As a result of this aspects of burial customs will be looked into, in particular the duality of life and death and how Anubis plays a roll in this.
The main theory used to analyse these artistic representations comes from the author Alfred Gell. He discusses how art itself is sacred. He believes that to properly analyse art a researcher must stop seeing it as art and must look at it though the eyes of the original onlooker. As well as this a range of other scholarship will be used to understand religious beliefs and practices within Egypt. As a part of this, the significance of animals and what they can tell us about Egyptian beliefs will also be investigated. This scholarship will also present the importance of duality within Egypt and how it is presented within religion.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the end it is hoped that this essay will explain how duality is an integral part of Egyptian belief. The dual representation of Anubis will show other dualities within Egypt and how they helped build a basis for religion.
