

[bookmark: _Hlk512358535]For my imagined exhibition I am going explore the feminist perspectives in photography and art. Although women’s rights are becoming more equal now than they’ve ever been before, equality between men and women are yet to be completely equal. We don’t live in a post- feminist world, just like we don’t live in a post – racial one. Feminism remains a crucial movement. Evidenced by stories in the news and events like wolf whistling, unequal treatment in the work place and harassment, that many women go through every day.
Within my exhibition I will include both artist and photographers that express the power of women. I will also touch upon the beauty myth. Women in our society are expected to look a certain way as influenced by magazines, advertisement etc. that show’s near enough unrealistic bodies. I’ll also look at the stereotypical roles of women. The artists I will include in my exhibition are Barba Kruger, Abigail Heyman, Jenny Saville, Elizabeth Cousins-Scott and Bettye Lane. 
My theme underlines feminism and the beauty myth. Feminism is the equality of women and how women are looked at differently, the expectations and judgements that are faced. Although throughout the years women’s rights have become more equal. The female figure is still looked at differently for example, in the work place female are sometimes paid less than men and are less likely to keep are get a job if pregnant or look as if they’re going to plan a family. Women are also expected to look a certain way. From the 1900s women were painted nude and seen as an object to look at, to our present day where women are photographed with the best lighting possible whilst using filters through digital 


manipulation as advertisements feature the idea of a perfect, sexualized, skinny, toned physique that appear everywhere that’s considered the ideal woman. 
In 1972, John Berger’s wrote the book ‘ways of seeing’. Within the book he quotes ‘men look at women. Women watch themselves being looked at’. 
[image: ]




Guerrilla Girls, 1989 – ‘do women have to be naked to get into the met museum’
This piece of work addresses how women are only taken seriously when their naked, painted as an object. 
Art was considered make dominated ‘the hand drinking, womanising members of abstract expressionism were glamourized’. ‘Man is considered default, whilst women are considered the other’. - volume one, Simone de Beauvoir. John Stewart Mill an influential philosopher, originally supported feminism. According to Mill (1896) he believed everyone was equal. ‘I deny that anyone knows or can knows or can know the nature of the sexes. Until conditions of equality exist, no one can be possibly assessing the natural differences between women and men, distorted as they have been.’


The artists I will include in my exhibition will be, the political photomontages by Barba Kruger. Expressionist artist Jenny Saville that paints the female figure from a grotesque perspective. Elizabeth Cousins-Scott, she creates installations and pieces of art which addresses the beauty myth. Bettye Lane that photographs feminist activism. And Abigail Heyman who create a photo-book ‘growing up female.’
[image: ]
                                                                                                                                                       







                  Barbara Kruger, it’s all about me, I mean you, I mean me, 2010
Kruger takes photographs and often creates a collage with bold text printed over it. Aiming to express political messages, mainly featuring the work of feminist visual design. Within 
this image Kruger takes a magazine cover published in November 2010 which made Time magazine’s top 10 magazine covers of 2010.

Kruger appropriates the body of nude celebrity Kim Kardashian. Over her body is three bold, red text boxes that reads ‘it’s all about me- I mean you- I mean me’. Kruger places these text boxes where people would instantly look. The female form is a source of entertainment, often treated as an object. We are expected to look a certain way and meet male expectations, hence why Kruger chose the body of Kim Kardashian to appropriate ‘the body that meets all expectations.’ 
[image: Image result for bettye lane]Kruger also repurposes the function of the female body by making it seem less of an object by boldly stating ‘you’ and ‘me.’ The size of the text gets smaller symbolizing a decrease in confidence and making us question who it’s about. ‘’Do I pose this way because I want to or because I think that’s what other like?’’ 

Photo by Bettye Lane. Courtesy of Schlesinger Library

Bettye lane a photographer of protest. From 1969, lane captured images of feminist activism. Lane recorded women’s efforts, triumphs and defeats for more than 30 years. In this image a young girl swings back a baseball bat with strong expression of determination, whilst boys behind her sit back and watch.
 Boys are often the sex considered good at sports and girls would sit back and watch. Lane captures this moment expressing power women have from a young age. Gender effects the way athletes are represented due to the stereotypical idea of men being stronger and more physical. ‘’Young women must fight to keep their rights.’’

[image: Image result for faces 2010 fabric collage and stitch]






[bookmark: _Hlk511636829]Elizabeth Couzins Scott, Faces fabric, collage and stitch, 2010





[image: Image result for faces 2010 fabric collage and stitch]






Elizabeth Couzins Scott, stitched faces, 2010


These pieces of work address ‘the beauty myth’ with mixed media faces. In ‘stitched faces’ Scott experimented with producing more complex printed surfaces onto fabrics. ‘’There are powerful cultural forces that persuade women to buy into the impossible beauty myth’’- Scott. Our society today is filled with magazines, social media, adverts etc with glamourized supermodels that consume the world with that idea of a perfect female image. ‘women from an early age can be socialized into gender stereotype for social approval, cosmetic surgeons are being approach by younger women.’ 
These installations are a selection of figurative images from magazines which were rearranged, stitched and applied to dolls faces. These images are disturbing, making meaningful installations. The way Scott places these images onto dolls faces expresses the 


fakery and the mask of cosmetics that we hide behind, putting ourselves through so much just to please society. 
[image: Image result for jenny saville closed contact]








                                          
                                                                       Jenny Saville, Closed Contact, 1995-1996
‘Closed contact’ is a painting by a contemporary artist that paints the female form and often herself as in this case. She paints grotesque and exaggeration. She paints herself as she sees, usually overweight with distorted, fleshy tones and run down emotional movement. In contrast to Kruger’s images of the magazine cover, Saville paints real female form without the glamour, a way society would not consider feminine. Saville doesn’t paint pretty, stereotypical forms, she paints the truth. Women feel the need to hide this side where 

[image: Image result for abigail heyman woman standing in front of book]embraces it through her work. Why should women hide away when we don’t meet the standard society wants?
                                                                                                            Abigail Heyman, untitled, 1971
[bookmark: _GoBack]Photojournalist Heyman created a photo-book showing the lives of women in the 70s. Many photographs include women’s jobs, physical traits and how important it is to look pretty. This photograph shows women with curlers in whilst food shopping. Curler to look ‘pretty and feminine’ and it was the woman’s job to shop and cook for men as they went to work.  Women had a limit in the 1970s and it was the patriarchal society who prevented women from pursuing hobbies, passions, and their own jobs as well as manipulating men into thinking they have to be strong and powerful to take care of a family, the pressure to 


maintain masculinity is taxing for men and Abigail Heyman wants to show people how feminism is important today and prior to thirty years ago.

                                                                                                              [Word Count 1,234]
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My final Curated Space (Mission Gallery)
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